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editorial opinion

Some interesting phone calls this
week prompted some armchair philos-
ophizing from this end of the news
room.

Kittens in paper bags. Moonies in
vans with New York license plates.
and parking lots loaded with broken
glass were on the minds of some
Farmington residents.

It seems some irresponsible pet
owner decided the easiest way to get
rid of a litter of kittens was to put
them in a paper sack in the middle of
Orchard Lake Rd. Two young women,
Stephanie Allman and Andrea
LeDoulx called to tell us about this in-
cident.

‘The young women were driving on
the road when they spotted the bag
after another car had done its dam-
age, and the bloodied kittens were
strewn about in the wake of the acci-
dent.

Pretty disgusting. isnt it? Ms.
LeDoulx thought so. Apparently paper
bags are suburbia’s answer to ponds.
1 guess we could be kind and ponder
the possibility that the owner of the
kitten litter didnt plan such an end
for those unwanted waifs. But many
pet owners don't seem to have much
of a handle on the birds and the bees.
It’s about time pet owners took the re-
sponsibility of neutering their animals
to avoid such problems. Or they could
have the courtesy to take the pets to
the Humane Society.

Better yet. maybe we could arrange
to take the pet woners to the Humane
Society. I'm sure it wasn't very pleas-
ant for the driver who ran over a
paper sack and discovered the kittens

were inside. Maybe he or she wasn't
aware of that—I hope not.

Obviously nothing should be left in
the middle of a road. except your car
in a traffic jam. Swerving to avoid hit-
ting things is a common enough cause
of auto accidents. But that thoughtless
pet owner didn't examine those possi-
bilities before he or she stuck the bag
in the street. Why do (hnse kind of

people own pels anyway?

NEWS IS the Moonies are back in
town. A Farmington teachfr called to
tell us that Unification Church mem-
bers(otherwise known as Moonies)
have been plying their trade at local
shopping centers. Selling flowers is
how they're raising money for Rev.
Moon this time. Now if people want to
buy flowers, that's their perogative. 1
wish someone would buy some for
me. But please take your trade to
someone other than a Moonie if you
have a carnation in mind for me. I'd
hate to think [ in any way contributed
to the Unification Church.

That flower money, goes directly
into Rev. Moon's coffers. In fact.
those young people out there selling
have to make a quota before they can
return home in many cases. The
media has certainly covered the
Moonies sufficiently so that very few
of us could be unaware of the pros
and cons of this particular group.

1f you approve of the cause, feel
free to contribute. But know to what
you're giving your hard-eamed bucks,
even if those bucks come fast and
free. Too many people drop coins into
offered cups without a concern. Yet
those same people will rant and rave

CHO{E d bClIVfC§ 'by Lynn Orr
Street talk via Ma Bell

about anything under the sun. A little
more responsibility about what we do
could show we care. That Farmington
teacher asked the manager of the
store if he was aware that someone
was selling flowers in front of his
store.

The manager in turn asked for the’
flower vendor's permit. No permit. no

* vending. But a van with New York li-

cense plates picked the girl up and
moved her to another location. The
teacher asked people who were about
to buy flowers if they knew the Unifi-
cation Church was the Moonies group.
Almost all of them put their money
back inte pockets when they heard

about Moonies, Perhaps that's the ,

media’s fault. We catch on to a word
and forget to properly identify what
we're attempting to elucidate. Respon-
sbility gets handed out here all the
way around.

BROKEN GLASS in_parking
was another complaint. The bottle law
goes into effect next year. so maybe

we'll legislate ourselves into responsi-
bility in this arena. In the meantime.
we've got to make an attempt to keep
the irresponsible from poaching on
public tem(ury Put your non-retur-
nables in waste cans please. I don't
for a minute believe that reminder
will do much good. but it makes me
feel better. I just need Tinker Bell
round to spread some responsibility
dust among the populace. Even my
son knows that wouldn't work. People |
are pigs. he says. Yeh. I guess they *
are from this week’s report. Let's
hope for a little better next week. I
tell him.
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On anonymous

Dear Anonymous:

1 received your letter this past
week, but it won't be printed in our
Letters to the Editors column because
you didn't sign your name.

1 would have enjoyed seeing it print-
ed. You had a good point for our read-
ers to ponder.

But T am compelled to.follow a
long-standing tradition that is pretty
much followed across the board by all
newspapers in the US.. which is that
the letter is not published when the
writer doesn’t take the responsibility
for his or her opinion by not giving us
a signature.

When you see any printed letter
signed “Angry in Albany” or “Frus-
trated in Farmington.” take my word
for it: The original copy. with ongmal
signature (no carbon. no photostat) is
filed away in some editor’s files.

In these instances, the editor waives
printing of the letter-writer’s name
for a reason dependent on the individ-
ual policy of the paper involved. For
the most part. the reason is that if

oush ever comes to shove. we're all
protected.

We waived a signature once. It was
a letter dealing from a senior citizen
who was disturbed by neighborhood
children, who was still further disturb-
ed that a letter with her signature
might bring retaliation. All other wai-
vers [ can recall here have all been
along that same line.

We will nol waive a signature for a
parent, for example. who wants to use
us to malign a school teacher. Anoth-
er (common) example would be the
opposition coming in for an attack on
a political candidate without signing
his or her name.

In both instances, we, feel 'hat the
writer should stand up and be count-
ed. In all instances the editor is keep-
ing a weather eye out to keep every-
body out of court.

BUT YOUR LETTER was hardly li-
belous, Anonymous. You have a very
reasonable request. Why did you
choose to hide your identity?

by Loraine McClish

letiers

As for anonymous letters we re-
ceive in this office, a guess would be
that the most common is an attack on
the school system. An attack on a
local (rather than state or national)

* candidate runs a close second.

In the Farmington area. we have
had but two big waves of anonymous
letters in memory. One was during
the Detroit riot in 1967. the other in
1972 when the school bussing issue
was being fought in the courts. You
didnt read any of them. :

One of my fellow newsmen said re-
cently he wished we had the tech-
nology to publish all anonymous let-
ters to the editors exactly the way
they come to us. I didn't have to ask
what he meant. I knew he was talking
about the raw spelling, the raw hand-
writing. the stationery that so often
marks the character of the writer.

Anenymous. you expressed a valid
concern and expressed it well.

I sure wish you'd let us know who
you are.

Citizens

Can Win

Let’s limit the lobbyists

Government decisions can still be
‘bought in this country with a big bank-
rolt and a good lobbyist, Even here in
Lansing. And it's all perfectly legal.

Hard as it is to believe, it is per-
fectly Tegal in Michigan for a lobbyist
to give a public official a gift of any
value (a trip to Las Vegas, a free
night at the track, unlimited use of a
new car, a job for a relative) and nei-

ther the lobbyist nor the public offi- *

cial is required to to disclose this gift
to the public.
1t is perfectly legal for a lobbyist to
i mén

uge sums of ey wining '

and dining public officials mgh! after
night. Again, neither party is required
to et the public know who is buying
and who is getting.
1t is even legal for a legislator who
cantrols the budget of an executive de-
partment of gavernment to be paid by
a speclal interest to lobby that execu
tive department. In other words,
under current Michigan law, it’s Iegal
to be a legislator and a lobhyist at the
same time.
WHEN CONFRONTED with this
“ghiabby state of affairs, many Lansing -
legislators are’ quick to respand lhat
v Y no gift or series of expensive nj
s Con une town can influence their voles
SO - o
Y Y

“1 eat ‘yes’ but vote ‘no’™ is the way
y usually put it

But who really believes that?

Certainly not the Lansing lobbyist
corps. They have been bitterly fight-
ing every reform effort to end the
practice of special interest money
bg;jr;g secretly spent on public offi-
cials.

It is becoming a basic qnesuon of ,’

runs the government in this coun-
try. And if‘we citizens are serious
about winning back control of our own
democracy, we are going to have.to
do something about the’ enormous in-
fluence of specnal mumst money in
Washington and
Here in mchlgan that haltlc has al-
begun. The Michigan Citizens
lahby and Mlchigan Common Cause,
along ;vith a numberﬁ ;;t olhe(r civie-
spirited groups, are for
sage this fall of a state Inul;%yingﬁs-s—
closure Act, Senate Bill 674.
Senate Bill 674 would do the follow-

ing: "

«Prohibit all gifts from lobbyists o
public officials. There is no lefitimate
place for gifts in the deumon-

g process,
-Require lobbyists to perlnd{eallyt
disclose the names of public officials
for who they have food and
oo

beverage, and the amount spent on
each occasion. \

#Prohibit state officials from also
receiving money from private inter-
ests to lobby state govemmenl In
short, you would have to choose: ei-
lher be a Ieg:slalur or a lobbyist, but

IT IS A RBASONABLE and long
overdue law. But as you might ex-
pect, the lobbyist in Lansing
many legislators are fighting u tooth
and nail-and under the old rules
where lobbyists can spend money se-
cretly.

If large numbers of citizens.like you-
self begin pressuring your state sena-
tor and state representative for guick
passage of Senate Bill 674 without
weakenirig amendments, the bill will
be enacted dispite all the opposition.

After all, election time is only a
year away. However, if we fail to
write and phone our elected officials,
the lobbyists- will surely carry the
day.

- T bélieve nnlhlng less (s at stake
than presérving self-government in
this. country. And, uusua! itsup to

you, :

Tinkerindg

round

by LOUISE OKRUTSKY

Put busy seniors on wheels

A Farmington woman [ know. who
has reached the age where others con-
sider her a senior citizen, complained
a while back that she and her friends
didn't have any transportation in the
Farmington area.

It looks like she took her complaint
to the Farmington Commission on
Aging because its proposal for a dial-
aride type program within the two
cities seems to be a good step for-
ward. Perhaps mobility for seniors in
an area that has thus far overlooked
public transportation will become a

- reality.

Now I'm not knocking Farmington's
Senior Citizen Taxi Service. but T am
suggzstmg that it has its limits. Life

doesn't end at the Farmington city
borders and I don't think that Tl get
any arguments from city adminis-
trators on that count. A taxi service
with such geographical lmits cer-
tainly ought to be.supplemented by
one that has the scope of the type
which will be before !he Fannmgton
City Council Monday nij

1f it works out, both cnies will prof-
it.

SOCIALinteraction certainly doesn't
stop at the borders between the two
cities. It's hardly realistic to expect
seniors or anyone else to choose their
friends on a geographic basis.

Another advantage that I can see to
the dial-a-ride plan is that the bus will
make trips to nearby hospitals. includ-
ing, Botsfotd. which is now off-limits
to the Farmmgmn Taxi Service be-
cause it's in Farmington Hils.

But I would hesitate opening up the
bus service to youngsters. I dont
think I'm contradicting my previous
complaints that youngsters are a for-
gotten part of the cities. I am pointing
out that if you want to open it up to
youngsters, vou may as well apen it

up to all other msldcn!s of the area.
especlally if you're using the  argu-
ment that you want to include every-
one in the service.

That argument indicates that some-
day the cities ought to take a good
look at instituting a public bus line in
the area. which would be open to all.
Even in a fairly prosperous area like
this. I'm sure that there would be per-
sons who would rather hop on a well-
run bus line than use extra gasoline in
town. In an age when we're becoming
more aware of the need to conserve,
even the two cities ought to realize
that there may be a demand in this
area for that ‘ype of service.

ALTHOURH THE CITIES are {airly
quiet during the day. there still a num-
ber of homemakers who might be in-
terested in taking a few hours off to

play tennis or cross country ski. Thev
might be intrigued by the idea of an
hourly bus line that would stoo off at
the local courts or golf cluh.

And then. you can take the teens
and youngsters to wherever they
might want to go. Some might like
the idea of taking a bus to an after-
school fob or to the library. Others. of
a more social bent. might use it to get
to an after-school activity or a movie.
If the cities get around to sponsoring
more youth-oriented activities. the
bus line would certainly pick up more
business. Especially since there are .
parents in the area who don't have ei-
ther the time. inclination or means to
take their voungsters to an activity.

But until then. if the cities do 2o
ahead with a diala-ride system. 1
hope they limit it to seniors. who
were the focus of the plan. How could
vou take serbors to the hospital every
week. or shopping, if there are other
groups waiting in line to use their
service? Exoanding the service to
athers would also necessitate expand-
ing the size of the diala-ride fleet.
it's only common sense. Youngsters
and seniors generally prefer to be
taken different places. Buses. like per-
sons. can't be in two places at the
same time.

“Between the lines”

by Carl Stoddard

Nuke power: Yes or no?

Nuclear power plants are gener-
ating 2 good deal more than elec-
tricity these days. Some experts
argue the plants are a serious threat
to public safety. Other experts just as
strongly deny the charges.

Here's a samplmg o{ the argu-
ments.

DR. JOHN GOFMAN, a Ph.D. in nu-
clear-physical chemistry and profes-
sar emeritus of medical physics, Uni-
versity of California, on the problems
of longterm storage of nuclear
wastes: “If we generate nuclear
power to meet any significant prop-

+ oration of our energy uses, we create

astronomical quantities of radioactive
fission prodiicts and plutonium-239.
The problem becomes, straight-
forwardly, whether or not these sub-
stances can be perfectly iscolated
from the biological environment al-
most forever.”

ATOMIC INDUSTRIAL FORUM,

INC, in a statement on managing nu-
clear waste: “Final, unattended iscola-
tion of the waste will be achieved
through burial in deep geological for-
mations. Most promising are salt

beds.

“Although the lifetime of some ra-
dioactive materials is long compared
to social experience, it is extremely
short to the ages of geological hme
Cc “ning. highlevel waste in salt or
other underground formations seclud-
es in perpetually from man with a

minimum need for surveillance.”

“For Gum-239,
wnth a half-life of 24,000 years, the re-
quirement is roughly 99.99 per cent
containment for some 250,000 years.
Can anyone accept the credibility of
those whe casually reassure us pluto-
nium containment will be performed
flawlessly, under all circumstances,
essentially forever?” -

ATOMIC INDUSTRIAL FORUM:
“Some 80,000 cans would hold all the
waste produced by nuclear power
plants to the end of the century. This
compactness greatly simplifies the re-
quirements for shielding and contain-
ment.” Nuclear waste also can be
stored in above ground, retrievable
storage units. “They can be designed,
built and operated to iscolate high-
level waste as soon as needed, for as'
long as needed.”

EARCH AND IN-
FORMATION CEN’I‘EE‘ **According
to Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) estimates, a major atomic in-
cident—a core melt down—could re-
lease enough radioactivity to -con-
taminate 100,000 square miles, killing
50,000 people and injuring 100,000
more.”

ATOMIC INDUSTRIAL FORUM:
“With 100 reactors operating, for ex-
ample, a person living near one of
these plants faces an average probabil-
ity of being fatally injured from a nu-
clear acciﬁent of one in five billion
per year. His chance of fatality from

Readers’

forum

Letters must be original copies
and contain the signature and ad-
dress of the sender.

Limit letters to 300 words.

an accident is one in
4,000; from drowning, one in 30.000;
from air travel, one in 100,000; from
lightning. one in two million.”

SOUTHWEST RESEARCH:
“‘Minor* spills and leaks occur fre-
quently. Some plants steadily leak
small amounts of radioactivity, others
have suffered ruptured pipes and ex-
plosions that released temporary
amounts, still others have accidently
spilled thousands of gallons of radio-
acuve material into nearby water-:
ways."

ATOMIC INDUSTRIAL FORUM:
“In nearly two decades of com-
mercial nuclear power generation,
there has been no injury to any mem-
ber of the public, no radiation injury
to any plant worker. This achieve-
ment did not come about by chance.
Multiple and successive systems are
furnished to protect against equip-
ment failure, human error and severe
natural events.”

HANNES ALFVEN, Nobel Laureate
in physics e technologists claim
that if everything works according to
their blueprints, atomic energy will
be a safe and very attractive solution
to the energy needs of the world. This
may be correct. However, the real
issue is whether their blueprints will
work in the real world and not only in
a technological paradise.”

ATOMIC INDUSTRIAL FORUM:
“Nothing in nature or society is with-
out risk. For essential activities—
those producing a value or benefit—
the task is to reduce this danger to an
acceptable level. The potential hazard
of nuclear reactors has been reduc-
ed—through the industry’s deliberate,”
conservative, advance planning for :

fety—to an extremely Tow level of :
actual nsk‘ N

“To the public remains the judg-
ement whether. considering the im-
mense benefit, nuclear power reac-
tors and their level of risk are accept- :
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