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Mini M-275 .'
hope of road
commissioners

By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI
The Qakland County Board of Com-
missioners has come out in support of

a parkway plan: which would replace

the scrapped M-275 freeway through
westem Oakland County.
The board vov.cdl“m(awroia
plan propoesed by the Commerce Town-
ship Board callmg for a four-lane, lim-
ited-access, dm highway which

would follow the mute which had been .

proposed ’ for M-275.

According to the State Department
of Highways and Transportation, the
township “urged dramatic emphasis
on aesthetic “design, lower-than-ex-
pressway speeds, o F‘wer noise poliu-
tion and concern for

merce Township p!sn had gained the
imanimous support of the building and
planning committee before it was for-
warded to the full board.

All other commissioners in the Ob-
server & Eccentric Newspapers circu-
lation area, besides Perinoff and Per-
nick, voted for the *resolution.

According to the Department of
State Highways and Transportation,
support the parkway concept has been

the area’s local governmental

omm . Murphy proposed the park-

way concept which would utilize exist-
ing right-of-way lines, in April.

department formally recom-

- mended lhe parkway plan to the State

damage with a minimum amount of
right-of-way width."”

. The county buard lesoluhnn ook

l-ﬁyawa) Aug. 16. The
commission, which has final authority
over highway construction in the
state, will take it up Wednesday.

|al objections to the original freeway
plan. The board recommended laying
the “Lakeland Parkway" plan, which
is favored by Qakland County Execu-
tive Daniel T. Murphy, over the Com-
merce Township proposal.

In areas where the Commerce Town-
ship route runs into difficulties, the
plans could be altered to swing over
to the Lakeland Parkway route. Once
the problem area had been bypassed
the route could be redirected to' the

Commerce Township plan, Wilcox,

said.
MMISSIONER RICHARD WIL-

mx (R—Ononwlle). chairman of the
board’s planning. and building com-
nuuee. sud We felt it was those
local communities that would have to
live with the road. Anything they
cou]d support,- we could support.”

said :Commissioner _Robert
McConnell (R-Farmington Hills) had
obtained the verbal support of the sur-
rounding communities for the Com-
merce Township pl

board resolution supporting that
p]an did not receive-the commission-
ers’ total support, however. Commis.
sioner ,Alex Perinoff * [D»Soulhl'eld\
voted against the resolution but said,
“I'm not agamst the plan; I just don’t
lmow what it is. I never saw the dam-

ned . .

“I wanted to be sure that it. would
be beneficial, if not to all of the coun-
ty. at least to most of the county,” he

The board defeated measures to
table the resolution and to refer it
back to the building and planning com-
miuee for further study.

ioner Lawrence Pemnick
(Dsauthneld) also voted against the
resolution. “'Unless you have & good
idea, you don’t promote an illusion to
make it look like you have a good
he said.
see nothing wrong with endorsing
an |dea." Pemick said, “but as long
is based on a technical exam-
ma!mn and on in-depth knowledge.”
He said he had not seen the plan or
y diagrams. He also said that nei-_
!ller the county’s road commission not
the planning commission had been
cnnsul!ed prior to acting on the resolu-

ide:

Pemlcklcalleld it “:rj tammlfttl?
ther political support to asl e
?}ne ‘1;0 build the (M-)275 ex-
pressway.”

Commissioner Robert Gorsline (R-
Milford) said, however, that the Com-

g TO SOME reports,
seveml members of the three-man
oommlssmn have indicated they will
ppose anything which can be seen as
a “Jumur M-275. ki A parkway follow-
ing the original {reeg:&l route may fit
mlo l.hat category. Detroit daily
pers have labeled the parkway

M275’ “lm!e brother.”

The highway department staff,
‘which has consistently backed the con-
struction of M-275, in its report to the

highway commission said it was
“agreeable to further exploring the
feasibility of constructing a parkway
along the proposed alignment of M-275
from 196 northerly to 1.75."

The highway department report
cited the need “to effect a com-
promise which addresses both state-
wide and local needs and which also
addresses local concerns regarding im-
pact and aesthetics of the freeway
cross section.”

The report also maintained, *Stud-
ies have shown that any improvement
of local roads to trunkline standards
would be very disruptive to the com-
munity and wnuld involve severe sec-
ondary impacts.

WHILE THE DEPARTMENT has
considered the compromise parkway,
its report to the highway commission
still favors construction of M-275 as
the best solution to western Oakland
County's growing traffic problems.

“M-275 would provide mobility in
and through an area which now has
an madequale road system,” the re-

said. “Because of the in-
adcquacles of the local road system,
construction of M-275, as an addition
ot the system, would also provide con-
siderable relief to the local road sys-
tem,”. it concluded.

Retail sales
jump in July

A 123 per cent increase in retail
sales in the metropolitan Detroit area
fnr the month of July compared w-nh

July 1976, has been reported by the
Retail Merchants Association of the
Greater Detroit Chamber of Com-

. Relai! sales for the year show an in-
;:;é:se of 8.3 per cent compared with
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