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By JUDITH BERNE

Most 14-yearold boys wouldn't be
caught dead in a shiny lavender shirt
and fancy trousers. ~

But Steve Weikal of West
Bloomfield. a budding magician, dons
such an outfit with pleasure and ease.

“The magician is supposed to look
different from the kids at a party.”
says Steve. who performs for both
children and adult groups. “Most of

- the kids who perform magic wear tu-
xedos.”

His mother quickly added. “Steve's
in such a growth spun T wouldn't
dare buy him a tux.”

STEVE, THE YOUNGEST of David
and Peg Weikal's four children. says
he “got the magic bug in 1975" while
walching a magic show sponsored by
the West Bloomfield Public Library.

He is proud he has never had a
magic kit. He began reading books
about macic before he ever bought
any of the materials.

Now. two vears later. Steve spends
many weekends performing privately
and for civic groups.

“Adult grouns go for magic - more
than the children do.” he says. 1
think it's because the kids are ex-
posed to magic more than their par-
ents.”

Steve came full circle earfier this
summer when he was the magician se-
lected by the library to highlight a
day of mysterv and magic for local
voungsters.

STEVE GOT his fill of magic recent-
Iy when he attended a four-day con-
clave of magicians held in Colon.
Mich.—billed as “the magic capital
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covering such topics as
“The School Show Circuit." “Basic
Performing for Children™ and a spook
show highlighting “Weird Magic.™
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Steve picked upa few tricks both in
and

the area magic store is one of (heir
sure SlO}JS‘

In addition to tricks and sleight-of-
hand. Steve-also has perfected hend-
ing balloons into a number of animal
shapes.

He says the hardest part is blawing
the balloons un. He insists the best
training is practicing he does as a
sousaphone player. headed this fall
for the West Bloomfield High Schon)
band. N

HE MAY CHANGE his mind. but
right now Steve sees himself owning a
magic shop and performing on the
side.

“1 like o fool people.” he said
“And it entertains me and it gives me
a challenge.”

He makes nearly weekly visits to
the Bloomfield Hills Nursing Center
where he brightens up the dav for
a retired profes.

Elmer Soncrant.

Magician bug bites youngster

sional magician confined there due to
illness.

Talking magic with the 79.vear-old
man does something for both magi-
cians. according to Mrs. Weikal.

“I bring a tricl k for him to sec
everv time [ g0 Steve adds.

A highlight for both was Steve's per-
formance for residents of the home
where he was billed as “Elmer Son-
crant’s protegee.”

Steve Weikal demonstrates how he can stick a long needle through a balloon without popping it.

Class schedules
are available

Class are now available

terms of pr

Part of the show’s attraction was a
school gymnasium chock full of magic
for sale. “Twin- vanishing candles™
could be had for $30. A “sword
through the neck”™ was priced at $45.

for junior and senior high school stu-

dents in the Farmington School Dis-
trict.

Junior high school student schedules
may be picked up at the office of the
individual schools on August 29,30 and
31 from 9 a.m.-noon and from 1-3 p.m.

(Staff photo by Charlie Kidd)

In the September issue

of Cosmopolitan there’s a

Registration packets will be avail-

A “giant guillotine™ was listed for
$850.
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Home Furnishings
Save
0% to 40%

=GRAND OPENING-
PLAZA WEST
Come and enjoy tempting money- 1332 8. Commerce, Near Pontiac Trail, Walled Lake
saving values! We have reduced each -~ 669-2728 349-8204
and every item of quality home fur- 4TH. SEASON IN NOVI

; nishings throughout our entire store. o
. Choose from each and every collec- NOVI P_LAdzﬁ '

tion of fine furniture which Drexel 41503 Ten Mile Rd. Novi,

| and Heritage manufacture, as well as 349-2728 349-8%04

J \ our fabulous collection of lamps,
Wwallpieces and accessories for your
eatire home. Special orders as well as
in-stock furnishings are also sale
priced. While you visit us be sure
and register for the Drexel-Heéritage
Summer Sale Sweepstakes and a
chance to win $10,000 worth of Dre-

GRAND )
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at PLAZA WEST
August 28, 12-4 p.m.
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. R a I n ter lor s Michigan's first Drexel Hsmage% store.

33300 SIocum Drive, Farmington (2 blks. S. of Grand River off Farmlnglon Rd.)
Phone 476-7272 Monday, Thursday, Friday tili 9 P.M.

“SEE YOUR CHILD PERFORM”
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