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Water board hearings to start

By TIM RICHARD

The long controversy over the envi-
ronmenlal impact of an M275 free-
way in Oakland County might have
been settled with more speed and less
heat had an Area Water Quality
Board been functioning during the last
few years.

Leaders of the Southeast Michigan
Council of Governmenls are praposing
such a 27-member board to oversee
the region's implementation of a 1985
clean water plan.

c management segment of that
plan goes before the public in a series
of hearings this week

“AS AN OVERSEEING eroup. it
would have (o comment on the impact
on water resources of such a proposed
project as M said  SEMCOG
Chairman  David Shepherd of Oak
Park.

1 would see it as having a part in
the decision.” added Lathrup Village
ard Coguer. chairman of
SEMCOG's Council on Favironmental
Strategy.

They agreed a water qualitv board
could have helped seltle the M-275 con-
troversy without the stormy political
confrontations that occurred hefore
the State Highway Commission can-
celled the project in January.

(ne major reason for the demise of
1275 was the adverse impact it was
pected to have on the headwaters of
the Huron and Clinton rivers.

A big function of the Area Water
Quality Body would be monitoring
other agencies.” said Couger. “But
the hoard would not be an enforce-
ment avency.

+ But the SEMCOG leaders were

RICHARD COGGER
Are the fish edible?

unable to say how a water quality
board might have viewed the M-275
case because the details of the actual
plan haven’t heen drawn up yet. “The
technical seuments—on facilities and
how to deal with non-paint pollution—
will come later.” said SEMCOG Exec-
utive Director Michael Glusac.

THE THREE spoke Thursday at a
press canference on Belle Isle over-
tonking the Detroit River. The selting
prompted Cogger. a former Parke-
Davis executive. to comment that he
still wouldn't eat fish from the river
because of the lingering effects of
mercury poisoning that reached its
peak two voars ago.

They were promoting this week as
Ciean Water Week and inviting public
comment on the management Seg-
ment of the clean water plan that is
mandated by a 1972 federal law.

A special public hearing for Oak-
land residents is scheduled for 79

. p.m. Thursday. Sept. 1 in the board of

commissioners  auditorium. 1200 N.
Telegraph north of Elizabeth Lake
Road. Pontiac.

A “regional” hearing—for anvone
who can’t attend one of the regular
evening sessions—is scheduled for 10
am. to 1 pm. Thursday. Sept. 1 in
Room 115 of the Southfield Civic Cen-
ter. 26000 Evergreen.

THE AREA Water Quality Roard
would be a separate. new body run
ning with a staff of up to 15 and a
hudget of up to $500.000 a vear. Such a
structure was proposed by SEMCOG
staff. Cogger said.

Glusae likened it to
man for water quali

Bul Coguer noted ithe plan mn
aroused some  controversy. -
larly in tenaw County
ternative ill also be considercd in
public hearings. he said.

One would have the monitoring func-
tion performed by the Michigan
Water Resources Commission.

The other would have monitoring
performed by a committee within the
existing SEMCOG. a voluntarv associ-
ation of governmental units controlled
by local elected officials.

SEMCOG's General Assemblv. com-
pased of all 120 member governments.
is scheduled to vote Ocl. 20 on the
final structure.

After this week's hearings. said
Shepherd. there will be a 10-dav peri-
od during which SEMCOG will re-
ceive further comments. He said the
water quality board idea. thouth de-
veloped over a year of work. “could

an ombuds-

he madified considerahly through the
public hearing process.”

EACH REARING will begin with a
20-minute verbal and slide presenta.
tion. Both elecled officals and SEM-
COG staff will listen to and record
public comments.

Shepherd said a waler quality board
would have lhv tasks of monitoring
ather agenci
nmplmL
viewing major privale and public de-
velopments that might have an im-
pact on water qualtiy.

What makes the current effort dif-
ferent from the past. thev said. is the
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new emph: or “non-peint™ pollu-
tion—contamination of rivers and
lakes by such’ things as urban road
Tunoff agricultural chemicals

These are far more complex prob-
lems to deal with than domestic sew-
age. Moreover, because of imperfec-
tions in sowage treatmenl svstems.
what one community does upstream
affects communities downstream—
and can he the source of conflicts he-
tween them. One job of an Area
Water Quality Board would be to re-
solve such disputes.

a

State leads country
in home ownership

More Michigan families own rather
than rent their homes than anywhere
in the country.

The United States League of Sav-
ings Associations has compiled statis-
tical data showing Michigan with the
highest home- owncrshnp ratio—74.4
per cent.
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Nancy Dickerson, prominent national correspondent, reports for Detroit Edison:

“See how homes winning
Detroit Edison EEE Awards are built to save

on energy costs from top to bottom.»

Detroit Edison is a concerned
participant in America’s crusade for
conservation. The wise use of energy
is a national goal, but it requires a
working relationship between those
who supply energy and those

who use it. To demonstrate publicly
the desire to take a leadership role

in this crusade, Detroit Edison

has established the Energy Efficiency
Excellence (EEE) Award to
encourage the building of more
energy-cfficient homes.

EEE Award homes
are designed with
conservation in mind.

Detroit Edison presents the Energy
Efficiency Excellence (EEE) Award
to builders whose homes meet
maximum standards in insulation,
lighting. wiring, appliances and are
comfort-conditioned with an energy-
efficient electric heat pump.

From attic to basement, EEE Award
homes are designed to keep your heat

inside during winter and your utility costs

down. These same features also make
EEE Award homes easier to cool in

summer. The heat pump that keeps EEE
Award homes comfortable all year round

is an efficient way to heat, cool, filter
and dehumidify electrically.

A ¢ : .
If you're planning on buying or

building a new home, take a look at the

Derroit Edison EEE Award homes.
These homes will help you conserve
energy and keep your operating costs
atrock bottom.

Detroit Edison EEE Award
homes must meet or surpass
the following standards:

A. Eaergy-cfficient heat-pump heating
and cooling system w conforms
to design and installation standards
established by the electric wtility
industey.

B. Maximum insulation including
R-17 material in exterior walls, R-44
in attic, and fully insulated basement
walls with an R-13 value.

C. Windows with wood sash and
insulating glass or single glass with
full storm. Or aluminum sash with
theemal break and insulating glass
or single glass with full storm.

D. Exterior doors with foam core and
magnetic seal.

E. Refrigerator and freezer must be
energy-efficient if provided by builder.
F. Water heateris encrgy-saving type,
located as close as practical to poml
of use. Hot water lines wrapped in
insulation are recommended.

G. Interior lighting that conforms to
the lluminating Engincering Society
standards for energy efficiency in
residential lighting,

H. Exterior security lighting,
provided, has automatic dusk-to-dawn
control.

L. If home has a fireplace, it must
have a tight-fitting damper and glass,
screen, and if practical, ah outside
fresh-air supply. .

J- Materials, equipment, design apd
construction of all electric devices
and wiring must comply with all local
afid national codes.

If you're interested in
finding out more about
energy-efficient living,
call iese builders.
They'll be happy
to give you more
details about the
benefits you
enjoy in EEE
Award homes.

® MichaelJ. Endres Custom Builders, Marine City.
Call 765-3425. In Marysville, call 364-5353.

® Rider Custom Homes, Millington.
Call 517-§71.5511.
® Larry Lada Builder, Lexingron.
Call 359-70
# Olendorf Builders, Inc., Utica.
Call 731-3434 or 731-3160.
© Davisburg Lumber Co., Inc., Davisburg.
Call 625-4801,
* Liddy Homr:s. Tnc., Waterford,
Call 674-1
* Marquis Humn:s, Hartland.
6327118,

uqum Homes, Marine City.

mes D. Compo, Inc., Farmington Hills.
C1I| 4,4«0499
elia Enterprises, Inc., Featon.
" Cales 21
® Cedar Knolls Buxldm;, Co.,
Orchard Lake. Call 681-93'
® Richter Custom Homes, North Street.
Call 385-4655.
® Preston & Prw(lun‘ Inc.; Drayton Plains.
Call 623-6

f Builder, Pe. Huron,

Yes, you can make your
present home more
energy efficient.

Detroit Edison’s Home Insulation

saving standards. Ask about it at your
Detroit Edison Customer Office. Here
are other things you can do to help

conserve energy and also save money: .
Put up storm windows and doors; Check
weatherstripping and caulking: Dial down
in winter and dial up in summer; Lower
. furnace fan seuings; Keep electric

appliances in good repair. That
way, we'll all be using energy
more wisely.*

Pick up a free copy of “Planninig a
New Home?" at any Detoit Edison

Custamer Office. Or call Deroir
dison for more information.

) C()nscrve fur allit’s worth. The pow‘er is in your hands.

Derroﬁ'

. Finance Plan is designed t help you bring
your present home up to today's energy-
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