Funding uncertain

OCART fate remains

By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI

1t may be some time before the Oak-
land County Advanced - ReservatioT-
ransit System (OCART) will be shul-
tling residents around the county.

The state highway lobby has bottled
up state funds which were to have
been used to vmplement the county-
wide. “Dial-a-Ride™ transit program,
said Shan Topiwalla, Oakland Coun-
ty's federal and state aid coordinator.

The funds will be tied up until the

Michigan Supreme Court decides
whether the money can. under the
state constitution, be used for mass
transit. The money. collected through
the ‘z.cent gasoline tax. had been
used to construct and maintain the
State's highways.
- AS A RESULT. the Southeast Mich-
igan Transit Authority (SEMTA) has
been unable to purchase the neces-
sary equipment.

Initially, a fleet of 36 passenger
vans was lo have provided service 12
hour a day. six days a week. This
phase was to have been implemented
this fall.

Even if the Michigan Supreme
Court freed the necessary funds tomor-

Newhouser
to demonstrate
at GOP picnic

Former Detroit Tiger pitcher Hal

- Newhouser's name has been added to

the list of celebrities who will attend

and Oakland County Republican Com-

mittee ox roast which begins at 1
p.m. next Sunday.

Chairman Art Elliott said New-
houser. who won more than 200
games for the Tigers in the 1940s and
“50s. will put en a pitching demonstra-
tion for voungsters.

Other celebities will include Lt
Gov. James Damman. US. Rep. Wil-
liam Bronmtield and lacal state legis-
lators.

Elliott said a few tickets are left at
Republican headquarters 245 S, Wood-
ward. Birmingham 48011. Tickels are
$250 per person and $1 for children
age five and under.

row, Topiwalla said. it would take any-
where from three to six months to put
the county-wide Dial-a-Ride system
into operation. He said county offi-
cials and SEMTA were completing ar-
rangements to bring easy transporta-
tion to county residents

He said county officials and SEMTA
were working together with local com-
munities to complete arrangeinents
for OCART even though it will have
to wait to put the buses on the road.

OAKLAND COUNTY EXECUTIVE
Daniel T. Murphy introduced OCART.
a Dial-A-Ride service which would
carry passengers anywhere in the
county, in his State of the County Ad-
dress. *The freedom to move about is
among the most fundamental tenets
of this nation. Protecting this (reedom
is ampng the government's highest re-
sponsibilities.” Murphy said.

According to county officials,
OCART “‘will meet the specific de-
mands of the transportation-deprived,
while providing alternatives to the pri-
vate automobile.”” Priority will be
given to senior citizens and the phys-
ically handicapped.

The system, olficials said, will also
tie into Detroit-based rapid transit sys-
tem as it is developed.

Topiwalla said several systems
were originally examined, but the
Dial-a-Ride concept provided the
greatest amount of flexibility.

He said that depending upon rider-
ship. regular OCART routes could be
set up. The feasibility of the route
would be determined from the ad-
vanced registration format. He added
that in some areas, regular routes
and schedules would be established
from the beginning.

Such routes would run two or three
times a week so that people could
plan their days around the schedules.
Topiwalla suggested such a system
might be provided in areas where
there was a high density of the el-
derly. The regular Dial-a-Ride system
would still be available on days when
the predetermined schedule was not
in_ effect.

He said OCART would be instituted
first in the county’s southeast sector
with the highest population density.
From there it would expand through

decided

full potential. He added that it would
take approximately $20 million to oper-
ate the system.

the rest of the county.
Topiwalla estimated it would take
two years for OCART to achieve its

‘Big Jim’ to head GOP rally

Tllinois Gov. James R. (Big Jim)
Thompson will appear at an Oakland
County Republican rally from 7-9 p.m.
Thursday in the Knights of Columbus
hall. 870 N. Main, Clawson.

County GOP Chairman Art Eiliott
said admission will be free. There wili
be snacks and a cash bar. Elliott
asked that persons planning to attend
call GOP headquarters in Birming-
ham at 6458414 for reservations.

‘Thompson. 41, was elected governor
of llinois in 1976 after gaining nation-
al famme as a federal district attorney
for the northern district of Illinois.
The 6{oot-5 Thompson won the con-
viction of the late Otto Kemer, who
had been governor of Illinois. chair-
man of a national commission on ra-
cial problems and a judge on the U.S.
Court of Appeals.

As soon as he was elected, party
leaders and political columnists began
talking of him as a future presidential
prospect, Thompson is in the metropol-
itan area to attend a governors' con-
ference in Detroit.

Come to
Hamtramck
The of Ham-
tramck is hosting Ham-
tramek Homecoming on
Sept. 25. Everybody who
has ever lived in Ham-
tramck is asked to come
home on that Sunday.
The _celebration will
begin Sept. 24 with a dis-
play of military decora-
tions of Poland. The dis-
play will feature The
Order of the White
Eagle, Poland’s highest
award. On Sept. 25, Ham-
trarnck will also host the
Polish Day parade, be-
ginning at 2 p.m. at Jos.
Campau and Caniff.

To visit Qakland GOP
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Your nexl move Two are better

should be with us!
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e Local & long distance moving
® Trade shows e Exhibits
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