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By TOM BAER

Late last fall. Farmington High
Schoot finished a so-sp football season
on a happy note, defeating arch rival
North Farmington, 26-6. It ‘was the
kind of a game where everything
went right for coach Hal Beardsley
and his Farmington gridders.

Now, Beardsley is hopmg that the
late-season success will carry over
into the 1977 campaign, which begins
at 2 p.m. Saturday at homie with anoth-
er neighborhood rival, Farmington
Harrison, providing the opposition.

Farmington finished last season
with a 45 overall record and a 32
mark in the Inter Lakes League. Grad-
uated are last season’s standouts, like
quarterback Randy Meier and run-
ning back Rick Milhizer.

Still, Beardsley has a good nucleus
around which to build the 1877 Farm-
ington Falcons.

oach Ron Holland

“‘We have some decent experience,"”
said Beardsley. naming the team’s
strong points. "‘And we'll be as big as
anybody we play. Nobody'il be bigger

than us, that's for sure.”

Farmington's offensive fortunes
begin with Marty Bona, a 5-foot-10,
165-pound senior who saw extensive
action last season as a quarterback
and tailback. Bona injured his hand in
a recent practice, but he’ll be ready
ﬁl)r the opener, according to Beard-
sley.

“We're counting on a lot from
Marty this season," Beardsley said.
"He’s a natural leader with the kids.
We used him 2 lot last year and he
did well in pressure situations. He's
that type of athlete.”

IN ADDITION to Bona, Beardsley
has five other offensive starters back
from last season. The seniors are

Farmington coach Hal Beardsley

Raider grid coach confident

By TOM BAER

North Farmington High School's
football opponents had better beware.
Coach Ron Holland is predicting a
good season for his North Raiders.

“We're going to have a winning sea-
son,” said the optimistic Holland. one
of the state’s most respected prep foot-
ball coaches.

“We've been working hard all win-
ter and spring. and our kids got lots
of experience from last season. We
don’t have any glaring weaknesses.
and we think it's about time we
started winning”  *

North Farmington was a pow-
erhouse in Class A football in the
early 1970s. but the Raiders haven't
had a winning team since 1974, when
the team went 63 overall. Last sea-
son. North finished 45 overall and 22
in the Northwest Suburban League.

North opens its 1977 campaign at 2
p.m.. Saturday at home against non-
league Pontiac Northern,

size,experience

guard Jim Harrison (5-11, 180), tackle
Terry Hall (6-2. 230), tackle Paul
Lippa (62, 225) and end Kevin Delp
(6-1, 170). Junior end Chuck Cislo (6-1,
185) also had a lot of playing time last
seasoll.

Hall and Cislo also play defensive
linebacker. Other experienced Farm-
ington defensive players are nose
guard Kim Watzke (5-11, 195), end
Doug Bock (64, 215) and linebacker
Dan Hickey (60, 195).

Beardsley has two hopefuls — sen-
ior Kevin Bersche and sophomore
Dave Schultz — for the quarterback
spot. Bersche has been the backup QB
for the past two seasons. Beardsley is
especially enthusiastic about Schiultz.

“He’s just a sophomore, but he's
making gains by leaps and bounds,”
Beardsley said. “He's an excellent
passer.”

Speed and offensive depth could be
a problem for Farmington this sea-
son.

“We don’t have any depth in the
backfield,” Beardsley said. “We have
some kids who are going to do a good
job, but we'll be in real trouble if any-
one gets hurt.

“‘And very truthfully, we're not over-
whelmingly fast. We hope to control
the ball and control the game that
way.”

FARMINGTON WON'T be plagued
by a lack of spirit this season, accord-
ing to Beardsley. "“This group is solid-
ly together right down the line,” he
said. “Everybody's getting along and
playing together.”

Farmington's second game is sched-
uled for next Friday night (Sept. 16)
at non-league West Bloomfield High.
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This fall, North coaches are talking
up their defense with eight returnees
from last season's unit.

“I really feel that well have a
tough defense.” Holland said. “We
have all of our secondary back and
our linebackers and tackles are expe-

“rienced. I'd be real surprised if any-

body can move the ball on us con-
sistently.”

North's defensive backfield inclydes
seniors Andy Salinas (6-foot-l. 175
pounds). Greg Hughes (58, 165). and
Mark Thompsen (6-0. 165, and junior
Tim Quinn (58. 175). Hughes and
Thompson should see plenty of action
as offensive running backs.

Quinn will also handle the team's
place kicking chores. Last season. he
kicked a 33-yard field goal to fift
North past Bloomfield Hills Lahser in
aovertime.

“ourt KICKING game' is verryr
strong.* Holland said.. “We . have
Quinn back for kickoffs. field goals

Farmington opens its Inter Lakes
League season on Sept. 24 at Pontiac
Northern.

Last season. Livonia Stevenson won
the ILL football title, and Farm-
ington’s 3-2 league record was good
enough for second place. This season,
Stevenson and Northern look like title
contenders, according to Beardsley.

“Stevenson has a good program
with a lot of kids coming up fast.” he
said. “They have the numbers’down
there, Northern always seems to have
lots of jet speed, and no one else in

‘our league can match it.”

Farmington plays the rest of the
ILL teams — Waterford Township,
Stevenson. Walled Lake Central and
Milford Lakeland — before finishing
its season with two traditional non-
leaguers against Southfield High and
North Farmington.

Farmington's coaching staff has
been ‘together for the past seven
years. Farmington's varsily assistant
coaches are Dave Catherman (back-
field) and Richard Roy (linebacker
and end). Dan Collins and Ray Boyle
coach Farmington's reserve team.

SPORI,
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and extra points. We also have Mark
Thompson back. and he’s an excellent
punter.”

North has size and experience in its
defensive line with senior tackles
Chris Koltz (5-11. 2001. Jim Sudkamp
(59. 180). and senior linebackers
Mark Schulte (511. 2000 and Chris
Rentz (59. 1701

Offensively. North Farmington lost

heavily through eraduation, but the

iders “have some skilled neople
back.” according to Holland. Still.
some juniors are going to get tested
this season.

One key to the offense is quar-
terback Ron Fredericks. The 62. 170-
pound junior saw limited action last
season. throwing a touchdown pass
against Farmington High.

“We're counting on a lot from
Ron." Holland said. “He does 2 good
;ob of running the team. He throws
l well and he runs the options

wel

Two more ‘skilled people™ on
North's offensive unit are junior run-
ning backs Jeff Cohen (6. 190 and
Mike Miller (58. 165).

“Offensively. we're a little in-
experienced.” Holland said. “But we
feel we can make up for that with our
speed. Miller and Cohen both run the
100 in :10.0 or :10.1. so we'll have
some speed back there.

“We feel that we can move the ball
if our offensive line can come along
and do a good job.”

HOLLAND 1S counting on good sea-
sons from center Tim Emmitt (6-0.
1700, guard John Petrini (59. 175).
guard Dana McCrum (5-10. 165).
tackle Matt Abar (5-10. 185) and tight
end Jim Coltins (5-10. 165). All are sen-
fors. Junior Dan Deacon (62. 200)
looks Tike a good bet for a tackle spot.

North’s second game is next Friday
(Sept. 16) at non-league Walled Lake
Central. The Raiders open their North-
west Suburban League season at
)}lnarv;'c on Sept. 24 against Thurston

ich.

Hacrison, 2
pm.

(Fri1c

North meets non-league Ann Arbor .
Pioneer at home on Oct. 1 before re-.
suming its NSL schedule at Livonia !
Franklin on Oct. 8. Defending NSL'
champion Westland .John Glen. which
has won its last 13straight games for
the state’s longest winning streak, .
:pnks strong again. most coaches be-:
ieve.

“Glenn has a good® nucleus fmm‘
last season with five back on offense ©
and five on defense.” said Holland. ~
whose Raiders entertain Glenn on
Oct. 15.

“Livonia Franklin has its defensive
unit almost intact. plus some good
speed on offense. so they should be
tough too. The three of us (Glenn.
Franklin and North Farminglon)
should be right in the thick of things.”

NORTH WON'T be playing one of
the NSL teams — Garden City
East — this season. Garden City's
high school sports programs had been
eliminated because of a millage fail-
ure. Voters passed another millage.
which reinstated the sports programs.
but too late to make North Farm-
ington's varsity football schedule.

Instead. North will travel to Monroe
High for a nonleague game on Oct.
21. North winds up its season with two
traditional non-leaguers. The Raiders
play at home against Farmington Har-
rison on Oct. 29. and at Farmington
High School on Nov. 5.

North Farmingtons varsity assist-
ant coaches are Ralph Tembv (de-
fense) amd Jim O'Leary (kicking).
Jim Tasse. Dennis Mikel and Kris .
Schultz coach North’s reserve team.
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O&E tourney coming up

Upwards of 225 golfers will be shoat-
ing for scoring honors this weekend
during the ninth annual Observer &

John Van Vieck. a young Farm-
ington Hills resident who fired a
course-record 66 last year en route to

Eccentric Open Golf
Whispering Willows Golf Course in Lr
vonia.

The tourney. cosponsored by the
O&E Newspapers and Whispering Wil-
lows. will be contested over the 6.265-

yard. par 7t municipal course Satur-

day and Sunday.

the Cl i ip Flight title. will be
back to try lo best the field for the
second year in a row.

to wrestle the crown away from Van
Vleck.

Doug Cumming. a Livonian who
topped the field in Flight 1 last year.
will compete in the Championship
Flight this weckcnd and alsn merits

However. former Bud
Stevens. from Livonia. Dave Wall.

from Plymouth. Bill Curtis. from

.Farmington. plus many other con-
tenders will be on hand and attempt

Men’s, Women's Open Golf Tournaments

MEN'S

Sponsored by the Obsarvar & Eccentric Newspapers
and Whispering Willows Municipal Golf Course

# 36 holes medal play: Saturday and Sunday. Sept. 10 and 11. Enley fee: $22 (greens

% fees. trophies and prizes.)
| WOMEN'S

: 18 holes medal play: Thursday. Sept. 15. Enlry fee: $10 (greens fees. basket of

practice balls and trophies). Make ¢

hecks payable to Gary Whilener. tournament

“ director and enclose with enlry blank.

NAME

: ADDRESS

PHONE_ :

HANDICAP.

Men's entries close Tuesdav Sept.
: Sept.9after9 am,
jomen’s enlries close Monday. Sepl
: day.Sepl. 14 after9a.m.

Open: to all residents of Livonia.
Redlord Township. Farmington. Fars
Township.

6at6p.m. Cau for starting limes on Friday.
1 12at's p.m. Call for starting times Wednes-
Plymoulh, Canton. Garden, Cily, Weslland.

mington Hills. Soulhfield. Birmingham, West
Hills. Troy. Rochester and Avon

: Township.

Entries may be mailed to Tournament Director Gary Whitener. Whispering Willows
Golf Course. 20690 Newburgh, Livonia

as a blue-chip

Players will tee off. Championship
Flight competitors first. beginning at
approximately 7:30 am.. both Satur-
day and Sunday.

Following the Championship Flight
players off the tee. in order. will be
linksmen chasing glory in Flights 1. 2
and 3. :

Whispering Willows, located at
Eight Mile and Newburgh. will be
closed to all but tournament players
until approximately 2:30 p.m. during
the weekend. Spectators are welcome
without charge.

The compelitors. all amateurs and

residing in the OXE circulation area.
are angling for trophies and merchan-
dise prizes. The field is divided into
four flights based on handicap. The
tourney consists of 36 holes, medal
play.
. Pamcnp;m!s were asked to stop by
or call Whispering Willows. - 476-4493.
after 9 a.m.. tomorrow to receive
their starting times.

‘Tom Sheldon. assistant pro at Whis-
pering Willows, said that while entries
for the women’s portion of the tourmna-.
ment have been trickling in. he ex-
pects the pace to increase as the Mon-
day deadline draws near.

The women will play 18 holes Sept.
15 for their championships.
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Mercedes-Benz
BUILT TODAY WITH TOMUHHUW IN MIND!

As with all Mercedes-Benz sedans, the 230 boasts the 4-wheel indepen-
dent suspension that provides superb road-holding characteristics...zero-
offset steering for directional stability...progressive power steering for feel-
of-the-road control...power disc brakes on all four wheels for sure stop-

ability. Plus tinted windows, full instrumentation, including a quartz
chronometer and much more.
The Mercedes-Benz 230; luxury with ostentation.

12,884 ..

MICHIGAN'S LARGEST AND FINEST
- EXCLUSIVE MERCEDES-BENZ DEALER

- ESTATE MOTORS, LTD

A 454 SOUTH WOODWARD AVENUE'
DOWNTOWN BIRMINGHAM .

- 644-8400

OPEN MONDAY AND THURSDAY-EVENINGS UNTILG P.M.




