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Senior housing finally gets public airing

By LYNN ORR

After 14 months ‘of dissention, Farm-
ington Hills city councilmembers
opened the door a little wider to sen-
for citizen multiple dwellings Monday
night by directing the planning com-
mission to hold the first public hear-
ing on controversial mid-rise and
high-rise zoning.

More than 100 persons crammed the
council chambers while six residents
spoke to the issue before the council
set the public hearing for 8 pm..
Sept. 2 in North Farmington High
School.

The city’s housing commxssmn pre-
sented its report.

when the Nardineers requested a zon-
ing variance.

Bishop stressed the fact that senior
citizen housing should be near shop-
ping, banking, and other facilities.

Calling the council's deliberations
“the moment of truth for this councit
and communily,” resident Alde Vag-
nozzi spoke in favor of the public hear-
mg

“THESE ARE the people who have
built this community and spent a life-
time here and now, because of the eco-
nomic situation, are being pushed out.
The hearings are an obligation that
we owe to the Nardmcers and the rest
of the

public hearing on RCE and RCE-1 mn-
ing ordinances; The RCE zoning
allows multiple senior housing with a
maximum of 25 feet, while the RCE-1
zoning. calls for housing with a max-
imum of 60 feet.

“Government housing assistance
programs, as currently framed, look
to new construction and when dictated

. by higher land costs, a building con-
figuration higher than the conven-
tional two-story structure,” said Tom
Czubiak, chairperson of the housing
commission.

THE COMMISSION'S report proj-
ects a need for about 1,000 subsidized
. units by 1880, while only 310 presently
exist in the city. And working with
HUD means working with dwelling
over 25 feet in height, Czubiak
stressed. .

~If the HUD policies are adhered
to. the commission believes it's advis-
able to provide for housing in excess
of the 25 foot-RCE district,
the council,

After listening to six rsnﬂenls plead
for and against the public hearing on
the zoning ordinances, the council
voted 6-1 to call for the hearing with
Mayor Joan Dudley dissenting.

1 have to say that I don't see the
need for the density requirement’ for
senior citizen housing implicit in the
RCE-L"" Ms. Dudley said. She explain-
ed that she was voting against the mo-
tion because it corporated the RCE-1
zoning.

Councilmember Earl Opperthauser
stated he wasnt convinced of the
need for the’ zoning ordinances but
was in favor of the public hearings.

*1 have doubls in my mind that
there age many places in Farmington
Hills where I would like to see mid-
rises, but I'm not able to say cate-
gorically that there’s no place in the
city where it couldnt be built.”

William Twig and Sam Bishop, both
members of the Nardineers who origi-
nally requested a zoning variance to
build multiple senior citizen housing
on the property of the Nardin Park
Methodist Church property, both
spoke for the ordinances.

“I'm not an individual tonight,”
Twig said. *'I'm representing 400 sen-
ior citizens who are known as the Nar-
dineers. I believe it's unfortunate that
many people have closed their minds
in respect to senior citizens.

“R's imperative that we fallow-

through with what was started on
July 19. 1976.” he said, referring to
the impetus behind the senior citizen
hrunsmg question raised last year

“he told

Alex Terzian, Joe Alkateeb, and
Robert Anzlovar, all members of-the
Council of Homeowners who have
voiced their opposition to mid-rise sen-
ior housing. spoke against the public
hearing,

Calling the ordinances’ “precedenl-
setting,” Terzian objected to coun-
cilmember Jan Dolan's vote, on the
basis of bias. Although Terzian did
not name Ms. Dolan as he pointed out
possible legal and ethical problems
with her vote as the sponsor of the or-
dinance, Ms. Dolan was assured by
City Atty. Paul Bibeau that she was
within her right to vote.

Alkateeb, a candidate for city coun-

Whlle the

cabs

Senior citizens will have to wait a
little longer for"subsidized transporta-
tion in Farmington Hills.

Although it was expected that city
councilmembers would vote on a pro-
posal for senior taxi service, the coun-
cil asked for a cost analysis of the pro-
gram and a formal contract with the
Northwest Transport Co. before ap-
proving the three-month pilot pro-
gram.

. City officials were directed to pre-
pare the contract and cost analysis
for next week’s meeting.

Farmington Hills recreation direc-
tor Doug Gaynor proposed the pilot
program, ulilizing the cab service
presenlly in operahon in the City of

e also the

wait

the service began operation, coun-

with the proposal.

Fred Lichtman asked about city Ii-
censing of cabs, which is currently
lacking in city ordinances; while coun-
cilmember Earl Opperthauser was dis-
satisfied with the lack of detailed
guidelines for getting the program
moving and the potential for failure to
answer calls on the part of the cab
service, if the $1,000 per month sub-
sidy was exhausted.

*“If that happens, we'll hear-about it
from our senior citizens very quick-
ly." Majoros said.

ALTHOUGH NANCY Bates, chair-
person of the Commission on the

pmposal to pumhase a van for senior
transportation, recommended by the
Commission. on the Aging, could be
considered to -augment the total pro-

gram.

A verbal, rather than written con-
tract, and the lack-of detailed cost
considerations appeared to be the im-
petus for the delay.

The taxi-service proposal calls for
24-hour service. seven days a week, at
a cost of $1 for the first senior passen-
ger and 50 cents for each additional
passenger. Seniors could be picked up
anywhere in Farmington' Hills and
transported to any point within the
cities of Farmington and Farmington
Hills. The city would subsidize the re-
mainder of the transport cost to the
cab company. A similar operation has
been in operation in the City of Farm-
ington for nearly one year.

For the three-month trial period.
Farmington Hills would pay up to
$1.000 a month only in subsidy to the
c@ company.

“The Northwest Transport Co. will
assume the responsibility for any dol-
lar amount in excess of $1,000 per
month,” Gaynor said.

Senior adults. whe cannot afford the
minimal fee due to economic defi-
ciencies. could be completely sub-
sidized by the city, Gaynor said.

Although Gaynor and City Mgr.
George -Majoros pointed out that de-
tailed projections of cost and number
of rides were difficult to attain before

Aging, full support of the

"taxi service program, councilmember

Robert Amori questioned why the
commission had failed to iron out the
“nitty-gritty” of -the proposal.:

“If we've gol to sit here and }mock
it around, then we’re wrong," he said,
maintaining that prupusal details are
the job of the commission.

Ms. Bates replied that the commis-
sion hadn't investigated the taxi serv-
ice as a possible senior transport pro-
posal, since the council had rejected a
proposal by Vern Foster, Northwest
owner some months ago.

“We are in no way in competition
with Mr. Gaynor.” she added. “Let’s
get those seniors where they need to
be." .

The comnlission’s original proposal
to purchase a van, possibly with the
help of Jaycee fund-raising, contains
areas of concern. according to Gay-
nor.

Replacement cost of the van; down-
time related to preventative mainte-
nance and normal maintenance prob-
lems; lack of revenues to anticipate
breakdowns; and the limitations inher-
ent in the use of a single van with lim-
ited hours and days deserve close
study, Gaynor said.

He recommends the van program
be considered further, however. The
taxi service could be immediately in-
itiated and then evaluated monthly.

The commission reserves the right
to evaluate the taxi pilot program at
the end of the three-month period.
said Ms. Bates,
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cil, agreed with Nardineer spokesmen
as to a need for senior city housing in
the city, but expressed his opposition
1o new zoning,

“WE CANNOT jeopordize the entire
future of the community and 56.000
people who pay the taxes and elected
the courrcil by opening Pandora’s
box," Alkateeb said. Citing possible
problems with sewers in high density
areas, he argued that the council
would lose control of multiple building
by passing ordinances rather than
granting variances.

Anzlovar, one of the city council can-
didates - eliminated in the primary.
charged that the need for senior citi-
zen housing doesn't justify ‘‘dan-
gerous, precedent-setting ordi-
nangces.”

“The city has been able to meet the
needs of senior citizens housing within
the framework of exlslmg ordi-
nances,” he said.

Although a legally dcfcndable posit
tion could be made for the RCE zon-
ing, according to planning commission-
er David Stader, the RCE-1 zoning
holds potential risks. Stader claimed.

“If you have an ordinance that
allows multiple housing up to 60 feet,
how can we possibly defend not hav-
ing other multiple housing going 69
feet,” he argued.

“When the housing commission

came to the planning commission. on
your direction. after we received their
study and statistics. we unanimously
felt there was not sufficient need for
an RCE-1 hearing.” he told the coun-
cil.

Cities endorse Sept. 10-17
as Oakway Symphony Week

To kick off its fifth season, Oakway
Symphony Orchestra, together with
the mayors of Farmington, Farm-
ington Hills, Livonia, Birmingham,
and Southfield jointly proclaimed the
week of Sept. 10-17 as Oakway Sym-
phony Week.

The event was highlighted by last
weekend's performance of the Oak-
way.Chamber Qrchestra, featuring ex-
cerpts from *Fiddler on the Roof,”
the first production of the 1977-78 sea-
son.

The proclamation recognizes Oak-
way's impact in the community by
providing entertainment and educa-
tional opportunity for senior citizens

and students as well as workshops in
the public’schools; noted support of
the Farmington Musicale, the Farm-
ington Arts Commission, the Orchard
Ridge Campus of Oakland Community
College and the subscribers and sea-
son tickel holders of the community;
and noted the efforts of members of
the Oakway Board who are residents
of the Farmington area.

The proclamation cites the sym-
phony as an integral part of the cultur-
al climate of the Farmington commu-
nities. Farmington Mayor John Rich-
ardson and Farmington Hills Mayor
Joan Dudley endorsed the proclama-
tion. .

f Celebrates 100th birthday

Louis Von Staden, known affectionately as “Papa”
in the Farmington Nursing Home celebrates his
100th birthday Sept. 19. Born in San Raphael, Cal,,
Von Staden practiced law, then served as a judge in

Mauthe)

sonthern Indiana before making his home in the De-

Teacher strike averted
as agreemeni nears

The threat of a teacher work stop-
page was averted this week as ne-
gotiators reached a tentative agree-
ment for a new two-year contract.

Spokemen for the Farmington Edu-
cation Association(FEA) and the
Farmington Board of Education an-
nounced Monday that hard bargaining
conducted last week and over the
weekend produced the tentative agree-
ment, Teachers received the details of
the agreement at an informational
meeting last night and are expected
to vote on ratification tomorrow or
Monday. N
School board members will prob-
ably take up raification at Tuesday
night's board meeting.

Both the FEA and the school board
refused to release details of the agree-
ment until the teachers’ informational
meeting was held. Details of the new
contract, subject to ratification by
both parties, will be released today.

Board President William Gravius
and FEA Executive Director Richard

of effort and a lot of hours were put .

in, and it's a fair settlement for both
sides.™

Disagreement over class size, sal-
ary schedule, fringe benefits and work-
ing conditions snagged the settlement
of a new contract before the expira-
tion of last year's contract on Aug. 31.
Although only 11 of the 23 articles in
the previous contract had been
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“WE FEEL that the agreement
reached is a fair one, recognizing fis- .
cal limitations of the school district,
and permits the district to plan its
educational priorities ‘zhead for two
years,” Gravius said.

“We're very ‘happy,” Ringstrom
said Tuesday. “We wanted to avoid a
work mppage and we did that. A lot

-
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+ . Start the new season rlghl by sell-

. slonng in your home. Call us to-

troit area. He has been a resident in Farmington for
the past three years where he cares for his 70 year
old daughter, Nell Epler. (Staff photo by Harry

opened for negotiation. failure to
reach settlemenl before the start of
school prompted pickets and news re-
leases since Sept. 1.

Last week, the FEA and the school
board agreed to an extension of last
.year's contract subject to 48 hours
strike notice. The extension allowed
II-;lar-miﬂgmn schools to open on sched-

e.

APPLIANCES
SOLD N
IN ONE DAY!

+ Mrs. George Dixon sold her wash- -

er and dryer in just one day when
she advertised in the Observer &
Eccentric classified section. She -
found that it's the quick and easy
way to clean out extras around the >
house. ‘
WASHER & DRYER, $200, Other :
houschold items. Callafter § pm.

ing all those items you've been

DIAL DIRECT
644-1070.




