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WHAT CAUSES LOW SCHOLASTIC ACHEVEMENT?
HOW SHOULD SCHOOLS BE FINANCED? -
WHO OUGHT T0 CONTROL EDUCATION?

These are some of the questions to be examined in a new Master's
Program in Educational Policy to start September 29 in Oakland
County through
WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY'S COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
. THREE COURSES SCHEDULED THIS FALL

AtBimingham Center for Continuing Education

Current ies in i W 4:30-7pm.
Adult Education in a Changing Society............. M 4:30-8p.m.
At 0ak Park High School
Moral Judgment and Moral Education... .Th 4:30-7 p.m.

Open to persons with aBachelor’s o A;ivanced Degree
For information cafl Toni Alen at 557-1600

Inured to inflation?

Edison rate hike request draws
ho-hum response at public hearings'

By TIM RICHARD

They held a public hearing and prac-
tically nobody came.

They held a second public hearing
and no one at all came.

They. in this case, is the Michigan
Public Service Commission, which is
deciding whether to grant Detroit Edi-
son Co. electric rate increases aver-
aging 86 per cent.

Irving Bluestone, a vice-president of
the United Auto Workers and head of
its political arm, CAP. held a press
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DESIGN DEMOHSTHATIONS AGAIN
at Borndine's

STARTING MONDAY, SEPT. 13

Learn to Make your Own

® Dried Flower Arrangements
one Wreaths

@ Wall Decorations

® Candle Arrangements

® Holiday Trim of all kinds

We are pleased to have MARY SCRIPTURE with us
again for our fall and Christmas design programs. . .
and have added another talented designer to our staff.
Come in and meet SUE HORNER. .

DESIGN SCHEDULE THRU OCTOBER 1

Mary Scripture: September 19-21-24-26-28 ana
October1,10a.m. to 4 p.m

Sue Horner: September 27—29-50. 10a.m.-4 p-m.
Later Dates to be announced.

REMEMBER ITS BONUS DOLLAR DAYS AT
BORDIKE'S!
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2Piece Suit
MENS Cfens
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High fise bib and”
matching jacket.

Matching Sweaters
100% Wool Sale 30
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“SNES

LADIES AURORE

TREMENDOUS SELECTION! .
Choose from Michigan’s
Largest Coordinated Ski and
~ Skiwear Selection for =¥
' MEN-WOMEN-CHILDREN

%109

mart styling.
Matching sweater .
100% wool shown.

to say the
union advocates a “lifeline” rate sys-

waited for a half-hour. threw the pro-
gram open to questions, and finally
gol one bite.

Dennis McCoy. a notebook-carrying
young man from Walled Lake, asked
the PSC if it had the capacity to offer
management advice to Edison.

Lenton Sculthorpe. senior member
of the three-person PSC. said no—
“It's against the statute. We act only
on the evidence presented. We are not
to substitute our management judg-
ment for the company’s.”

Later he added. “We don't have the
right to order. but ‘we can make a

.rate adji to hit "em in the pock-

tem for

But Bluestone himself never showed
up for the actual hearing, held at 1:30
p.m. on the Orchard Ridge Campus of
Oakland Community College in Farm-
ington Hills.

Instead. he sent Peter Eckstein. an
economist in the UAW’s research de-
partment.

THAT EVENING al 7:30, no one
spoke at all for or against Edison’s
rate request. Robert E. Hollenshead.
the PSC's administrative law judge.

etbook."”

Willa Mae King, newest member of
the PSC. added. “We don't have the
power to manage. But you do -
directly what you cant do directly,”
she said, referring to the rate struc-
ture. And she added that the PSC's
consumer service division will -
estigate complainls about bad serv-
c

e.
Missing was the PSC’s chairman.
Daniel Demelow, who was in Min-
neapolis attending a solar heating con-

Tax break extended

Older taxpayers may now want to
amend their 1976 federal returns to
claim a retirement income credit that
has now been extended through 1976,
the Internal Revenue Service sugges-
ted this week.

The Tax Reduction and Sim-
plification Act of 1977, gives some tax-
payers the option of reducing their
tax liability for 1976 by choosing ei-
ther the new tax credit for the elderly
or the former retirement income cred-
it. Previously. under the Tax Reform
Act of 1976. the retirement income
credit could not be used on 1976 tax re-
turns since it was replaced by the tax
credit for the elderly.

The IRS also advises taxpayers who
claimed the tax credit for the elderly
on their 1976 returns to consider re-
computing their taxes to.determine
whether they could get a larger credit

under former retirement income cred-
it provisions.

In general. taxpayers over age 65
with larger incomes which sub-
stantially limit or completely elimi-
nate eligibility for the tax credit for
the elderly, will benefit by electing
the reitrement income credit. Also.
married individuals who filed sepa-
rate returns and lived with their
spouses at any time during the vear
are not permitted to claim the tax
credit for the elderly. Taxpayers in
this situation may. however. be eli-
gible for the retirement income cred-
it.

Amended returns (Form 1040X) and
new retirement income credit com-
putation forms-1976 Schedule RIC
(Form 1040), are available at local
IRS offices.

ference. Other PSC officials said the
Edison case would be decided by next
April 20.

THE FARMINGTON hearings last

Wednesday were among three pairs
scheduled in southeast Michigan.
Others were sset in Detroit and Port
Huron.
# The PSC has held hearings at Ot
chard Ridge in the past. More than a
year ago. 2000 persons packed a
room for a rate hearing on Michigan
Bell Telephone Co. The late Lou Gor-
don. the television personality. adver-
tised his own appearance and helped
stir up the crowd.

Sculthorpe remembered the excite-
ment a little wistfully. ARter Gordon
and his fans left. Sculthorpe recalled.
the audience and the PSC had a

serious and interesting discussion of

the case.

Sculthorpe -expressed dis-
appointment the tumout was so low in
the Edison case. He said the PSC had
been criticized for holding hearings in
downtown Detroit, “so we decided to
hold them in both places—Detroit and
the suburbs.”

Detroit Edison had published a half-
page legal ad in the daily newspapers.
and Observer & Eccentric News
papers published a news story an-
nouncing the hearings.

EDISON IS seeking rate increases
that would bring in about $129 million
in new revenues. Current rates will
bring in an estimated $1.42 billion in
revenue.

The cost squeeze has reduced prof-
its. Edison complained. so that the
southeastern Michigan utility has had
“to halt all field construction of its
power plants and sharply curtail trans-
mission and distribution facility con-
struction.™ .~

It said it's earning much less than
the 135 per cent return on equity au-
thorized by the PSC. ~

The proposed rate increases would
amount to 8.1 per cent for domestic
customers. 9.83 for commercial-sec-
ondary. 8.5 for industrial. 8.87 for mu-
nicipal strett lighting and 542 per

Il GIGANTIC PRE.SEASON

EAD

High Fashion
Twao-Plece Suit

Two-Piece Suit
BY NUMBER
ONE SUN

25104

S j-cantem;

g
sui's a2 kuockout
style TWO AND FRO.

Reg. 150

Elegant detail.

- !
SPORTSWEAR'S |

HEB‘:’MEAE\V EXAMPLES OF THE MANY ITEMS
SELECTED FROM DUR NEW 1978 SKIWEAR
ARANALS ON SALE KOW AT PRE-SEASON PRICES.

‘'THE SELECTION IS DUTSTANDINGI
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ToNes e
neker 3337

B Wamups Szz
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mendous selection of
kids' ski wear on sale
now.
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see for yourself why there’s
no other place quite like us.
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WARM and
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Bib overall and
gNakrm malching

Malching sweater
Pre-Season Sale $9()

cent for steam and water customers.

THE UAW'S Eckstein explained the
union’s “lifeline” plan:

“Each family would be allowed to -
use a basic—or lifeline—amount of
electricity at a rate substantially
lower than that currently being
charged. The size of the lifeline’
would not be uniform for each house-
hold. as in the present inverted rates.
but would be larger for larger fami-
lies. . .

“*Amounts of electricity used above
the ‘lifeline’ amounts would pay a
rate substantially higher “than cur-
rently being charged. . .Thus. fami
lies would pay less for necessary use
of eclectricity and more for hixury
use.” .

For example. a lifeline rate would
be reduced from the present 385
cents per kilowalt hour to three cents
per kwh. The rate for use beyond the
lifeline amount would be. increased to
six cents per kwh from the current
4.15 to 445 cents.

Eckstein added: -

“The Detroit Edison proposal would
substantially raise the cost of basic
uses of electricity without doing
nearly enough to curtail marginal
uses. Instead, we need to make it
cheaper for a family to operate an
electric stove and refrigerator. to
light the rooms it is currently oc-
cupying and to watch some television.

“We need to make it more expen-
sive. however. to leave the lights on
in rooms that arent being used. to
cool the house to 65 degrees in sum-
mer and to leave the color TV on all
day. whether or not anyone is watch-
ing.”

The UAW also cirticized the rate

- structures for business use of elec:

tricity for failing to encourage con-
servation. “Such rates typically in-
clude larged fixed ‘charges and
charges tied to a firm's single hour of
peak use. but they provide very low °
rates for the use of electricity at all
the other hours of the month,” Eck-
stein said.
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