Tear away cloak of secrecy

Bill asks that lobbyists register

By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI

Mention lobbyists, and many people
imagine figures skulking among the
darkened nooks and crannies of the
state capitol. stealthily buttonholing
all-too-human lawmakers and swaying
them with a little under-the-table cash
and promises of more to come.

Michigan State Senator Gary Corbin
(DClio). who introduced the latest
lobby reform bill. said he believes
most lobbyists and legislators are
“honorable™ men who would rather
have that sinister. backroom. in-
fluence-by-bribe notion put to rest.

He said Senate Bill 674 goes a long
way towards destroving the cloak of
secrecy which veils Michigan lob-
bying agents and lobbyists.

SB 674 DOES NOT prohibit lob-
bying. It is a disclosure law. It re-
-quires lobbyists to register and to file
“quarterly reports of expenditures. The
proposed bill prohibits the giving of

Lobb'ying_ guide available

State Rep. Perry Bullard (D-Ann
-Arbor) has prepared the second re-
vised edition of a “Citizens Guide to
:Lobbying™ for this session of the Mich-
<gan legislature.

. The booklet is now available and
;contains information to make it easier
-for citizens and citizen groups to work
“for reform in Lansing and Washing-

ton.
Published originally by Bullard as a
guide to the 1975-76 state legislative
session in Dec. 1975, the new edition
Z includes advice and suggestions for ef-
< fective citizen lobbying, as- well as
names, addresses, offices, telephone
numbers and pictures of all members
of the House and Senate.

The booklet also shows maps and de-

scriptions of all House and Senate dis-
tricts; lists the members of House
and Senate standing committees, sub-
committees and joint commiltees; ex-
~plains how a bill becomes law; gives
the addresses, telephone numbers,
wand directors of state departments,
rand contains other useful information
«on state and federal government. The
;{evisinn contains 94 pages of informa-
“tion.

In an introductery note to the guide,
Bullard comments that “There is a
great need for an increase in general
citizen impact on the decision making
process between elec:
tions. . . individual communication on

gifts. except for token items. to legis-
lators and requires that all food and
beverage expenses of more than $1 be
recorded separately. and reported.

‘The bill would also stop the *‘revolv-
ing door™ process by preventing. for
two years, former legislators from be-
coming lobbyists to the body on which
they once served.

Sen. Corbin, who chairs the munici-
palities and elections committee. said
he expected to see some opposition to
the bill from lobbies and some legisla-
tors, but refused to predict which of
his colleagues would try to kill it.

Proponents, most notably Common
Cause, a statewide citizens lobby. feel
that the bill will be severely slashed
when it is referred to the senate judi-
clary committee.

Sen. Basil Brown (D-Highland
Park). chairman of the judiciarv com-
mittee. said the bill “will get a full
and thorough hearing and will be re-
ported out in some form.” He would

specific legislative proposals at the ap-
propriate time does have an impact.
Organized community and citizens’
groups can multiply the impact of
that individual effort. Organizing citi-
zens’ groups in your area of concern
is extremely important.

“Regular, informed input from such
a group can carry weight in a deci-
sion-making situation, particularly if
it appears that the group or organiza-
tion will still be in existence during
the next election. The intent of this
citizens guide is to provide some of
the specific information needed to get
in touch with the right people at the
right time to make your concerns
heard.”

Copies of the new guide may be ob-
tained from Bullard at Room 303,
State Capitol, Lansing, Mich. 48909.

Renters, take
inventory

When renting a vacation cottage—or
any kind of living quarters—you usual-
ly are required to make a security de-
posit to cover, damages inflicted dur-
ing your tenancy. When you move in,
send the landlord an itemnized descrip-
tion of any damages already done.
Photographs—by landlord and ten-
ant—can also help head off misunder-
standings later.

not guarantee all the bill's provisians,
however.

While some people had expressed
fears of massed specialinterst lobby
opposition. public forums in Royal
Oak and Pontiac heard only testimony
supporting the bill.

Through six public hearings the sen-
ate municipalities and elections com-
mittee has heard from only four lob-
bies. including Common Cause and
the Michigan Citizens Lobby.

SEVERAL CITIZENS attending the
hearings said the absence of lobbying
forces could have been anticipated be-
cause the lobbyists. as usuak were
working away from public view. bé-
hind the scenes.

“The problem with Iobbying is the
secrecy. We don't know what's going
on in Lansing. Is il a contest of ideas

.or a contest of food and drink?" said

Randal Darby. chairman of Common
Cause’s 18th Congressional District.
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" BIRMINGHAM TOWN HALL
TICKETS NOW ON SALE

Beyond the rumored péyoffs. gifts

and junkets. lobbyists are highly val-

ued for the information and technical TWENTY-FOURTH SEASON
expertise which they bring to the legis-

lative arena. Dave Smith. a member 1977-78

of Common Cause. said the real value
of lobhyists is their abilty to provide
“specific expertise™ for specific prob-
lems.

SB 674 also would authorize the sec-
retary state to handle the expenditure
reports and the attorney general to en-
force the prescribed penalties.

A lobbyist found guilty of giving a
legislator a gift of less than $3.000. a
misdemeanor. could be punished by a
maximum fine of $5.000 and be impris-
oned for up to 90 days. For a gift of
more than $3.000. the lobbvist could
pay a maximum fine of $10.000 and be
imprisoned for up to three years.

The last of the 10 public hearings
will be Sept. 14 at the State Law Build-
ing in Lansing.

Oct. 20, JOHN LINDSAY—Former Mayor of New York City

Nov. 17, MARION JAVITS—Business woman, prominent New
York and Washington socialite

dJan. 19, RON NES SEN—Former White House press secretary.

Feb. 16, BILL LIGNANTI—Courtroom illustrator for NBC-TV
News covering the major trials.

Mar. 16, BETSY PALMER—Star of television, stage and screen.

11:00 A:M. at the Birmiagham Theatrs, 215 S. Woodward
CELEBAITY LUNCHEIONS at the BLOOMFIELD OPEN HUNT GLUBS

CAREER

Can You Imagine

plimentary rescrvation.

OPPORTUNITY

making wo families happy on the same dy, and
Retting paid for it? That's what Real Estate is like, and
‘we would like 1o tell you more about it. Attend our next
Career Scminar on Sat., Sept. 17, 10 a.m. ar 28722
Piymouth Road, Livonia. Call 2612600 for your com-

&
o= Real Estatefine,

An Equal Opportunity Company

. BARGAINS Lacture series: Saason ﬁckulSZDTlunmnu tickets $6 sach
inyour Send check to Box 3, Birmingham, Mi., 48012
fometown or call 644-1544 for information.

. "Kast cares about
my coinfort.”

“All I know about furnaces is that they
keep iy fomily warm, Thankfully, | can 5%5%

count on Kost whenever something goes
wrong. They know all about the best
type of equipment for my home and how
to make the most economical and steady

wormth. And their service is always fast 1
and efficient, Yes, | trust Kast.”

HEATING
580, Tolegraph at Orchard Lake Rd. In Pontiac d
Other offices in Royal Oak
642-7150 338-9255 L1 2-3850

an
COOLING

Danish Imported
Teak Bedroom

Headboard s$98.00 retail

$1,088

Mattresses notincluded

ts in Contemporary Furnishings

Direct from Norway

Our finest Teak Bedroom,
impeccable cabinetry, must
be seen to be appreciated.

|
79.00 “our price”
friple dresser $525.00 retail
- $436.00 “our price”
Gent's Chest $458.00 retail
$379.00 “our price”
individual nightstands $109.00 retail
$89.00 “our price”

Complete as Shown

Delivery & Assembly extra

Top Design and Quality, Exclusively Qurst
complete queen-size bed (not pictured) $448,00 retail
$369.00 “our price"

brasch interiors

3325 Orehand Lake %4,

n Scandinanian Yllage @ miles Horth of Mapte RA.

Complete queen-size bed $1198.00 retail
$989.00 “our price”
8 Drawer dresser $984.00 retai!
$819.00 “our price”

Gent's Chest $1248.00 retail

$1039.00 “our price”
Also available in Brazilian Rosewood!

Complete as Shown
$2998

.- Cabina Teak Bedroom
A real Danish Delight!

6 drawer chest

Contemporary craftsmanship
offered at a Very realistic price.
complete queen size bed $328.00 retail
$269
“our price'
8 drawer dresser $238.00 retail .
$196.00 “our price’
$165.00 retail
$136.00 “our price”
matching stereo bench (not pictured)
$169.00 retail

3/19 return lo e&gance...

Imported Bohemian six-light chandelier fires the spirit of inlimate
or fancy dinners. Created by gifted artisans who still maintain the
rare and secrel art of shaping and polish crystals with sublime
lustre and lucidity. Rhythmic glass scroll arms add to the ele-
, gance and royalty of candlelights for your home. Chandelier is
25;inches in width. Priced at $595.00

Clhonablior G

.00

$138.00 “our price”
Cnmpslesl; ;; ghawn --you'll see us in a better light
626-0031 [
Dy 10530 } SR ()
Suné‘a312-5 @ L ot V




