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Legendary plant flourishes with a green thumb touch

Richard Cooper’s interest in garden-
ing is as old as his marriage. It all
began in 1947 when Richard saw his
bride Barbara's sorority mug and de
cided it really was ‘“pretty ugly.”

To remedy this there was only one
logical solution—put a plant in it.
Cooper chose a sturdy Chinese ever-
green. Little did he realize just how
sturdy it was—the plant has been in
there ever since. Because it was so0 in
touch with the young couple from the
beginning and it produced a new shoot
each time his wife became pregnant,
they luvmgly called it the ‘Iemllly
plant.”

Now after 30 years and four babies.
this, miraculous plant continues to
grow and just like Mrs. Cooper, looks
better than ever. It has never been re-
potted and now there is no space left
for any soil to be added, or even
much water. It definitely lives on
love.

THIS LEGENDARY PLANT
launched Cooper on a career of sensi-
tive and -experimental gardening
which in recent years has become a
major interest in his life. He has a
magu: touch. and goes around sticking
grapefruit seeds in geranium pots
which just happen to be wintering in
his breakfast room—and of course
they grow. The silly watermelon plant
coming up in the terrace between the
cracks was casually planted there by
him during a summer supper, and it
too flourishes.

“One of my greatest pleasures.” he
said, “is to find a new kind of plant

After [ understand its growing habits
I start shopping around for the seeds
of this new variety. I start about a
dozen plants and then give them
away My friends love it and I do

Althnug)l he describes himself as a
“hit and miss gardener” and indeed

there is something puckish about his

attitude, the results are clear testi-
mony to_ his -curiosity, skill and pa-
tience. The variety and careful selec-
tion of indoor and outdoor plants are"
those of a sophisticated and knowl-
edgeable gardener.

Dahlias and tuberous begonias are
his specialties and his pride and right-
fully so. His dahlias are huge, healthy
and already in bloom. He has been
growing them for many years and pre-
fers the “dinner plate” size varieties,
even though he says the pompoms
give more bloom.

Although it is a little early for the
big Dahlia show, Cooper’s plants are
already four and five feet high and
many are in bloom. He admits he
rushed their planting in early May
this year but, being an amateur mete-
orologist. he decided that the winds
had shifted and we were in for a
warm  spring.

As for summer culture of these spec-
tacular plants, he suggests staking at
the time of planting to support the
heavy stalks as they develop. frequent
feeding with Peter's Fertilizer (18-18-
18) and disbudding the small side

uds to produce even larger primary
blossoms.
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THE RESULT of this care is a dis-

play of huge flamboyant flowers and”

others which are symmetrical and ele-
bant, Dahlias can be cut and either be

t in a vase or, as Mrs. Cooper does,

loated in a flat bowl. It is essential,
however. to cul them either in the
early morning or early evening. Dahl-
ias have hollow stems, and air bub-
bles form in the cut end of the stem
and prevent the passage of water up
to the flower head.

To eliminate the bubble, place the
end of the stem in a vase of water
and nip off one half inch. Water can
then be drawn up through the hollow
tube. If the air bubble is not elimi-
nated. the flower droops and wilts
within 12 hours.

.Dahlias can be carried over from
one year to another, and just around
the time of the first frost, Cooper digs
up the plants and lays them out in the
garage to dry. Later he places them
in a box and covers them with ver-
miculite to keep the tubers firm and
unshrivelled during the winter in the
coolest part of the basement.

In mid-March he separates them
and lays them out until the “eye”
(the center for new growth) sprouts.
Once the eye shows, the tubers are
again put into boxes of vermiculite,
watered and moved into a warm.
light place to commence a new season
of growth. Sounds easy enough.

The other flower that dominates the
Cooper garden is the tuberous begonia
bed. Its splash of eye-catching color

Leather, such as the baby lamb
suede blouse shown here, has be-
come highly desirable as a fash-
ion. item.

can be seen from the terrace. The be- -

gonias are huge plants and loaded
with blossoms and buds. Many of the
bulbs are several years old and al-
though horticultural literature claims
that blooms from extra.large tubers
are generally puny and that mere size
of a tuber is not an indication of qual-
ity. Cooper said his tubers are unusu-
ally large, four or five inches across.
Rarely does one see such fantastic
-flowers.

AS FOR CULTURAL hints in sue-
cessful growing of these beauties,
Cooper suggests pruning weaker
stalks if several come up, so as to en-
courge sturdier growth, and fertilizing

with either Peter’s Fertilizer (18-18--

18) or Fish Emulsion.

He also feels that people too often
classify tuberous begonias as *'shade”
plants and that much of the failure
people experience with them is due to
improper placement. So if your tu-
berous begonias are large, lush and
green, but without much bloom, next
year place them in open filtered light.
They need good air circulation and
dappled light to look like these do.

In the midst of the profusion of
these exotic blooms stands a defiant
looking sunflower proud to be includ-
ed in such fine company. A seed from
the winter bird feeder had dropped
and sprouted. Cooper. who ‘‘can't
throw anything away.” has given it
the same tender loving care as the
treasured tuberous begonias.

Indoor gardening and experiment-
ing goes on year round at the Cooper

Leather

Leather garments are popular in
Michigan. The natural material keeps
out the dampness and cold on rainy
fall and snowy winter days and also
makes beautiful coats which improve
with age.

“Good leather coats can be worn
for years and years.” said Ken Eaton.
“if they are cared for properly. They
are easy to clean and because leather
is strong. they are very durable.”

But Eaton, the owner of the Leather-
works, a shop that specializes in leath-
er goods, said most people don't know
how to care for their leather gar-
ments.

“Suede requires so much care that 1
don't sell it in my shop.” the Roches-
ter siop owner stated. “I recommend
people wear them until they're so
dirty they can throw them out. That's
why I don't think people should spend
more than $100 for suede.

“Sheepskins and suedes should be
sent to the cleaners for care but they
don’t necessarily need to be cleaned
every year. If you brush off sheeps-
kins so the water doesn't melt into the
coat and brush the fur with a dog
brush so it doesnt get matted. it

house. The breakfast room is always
full of cuttings and young and some
very old plants. Mrs. Cooper would
ke to do a little housekeeping and
clear out the “geriatric” ward but she
is very respectful of her husband's at-
tachment to every plant. His office
likewise is an extension of his home
with many blooming streptocarpus
and a huge bougainvillea—another re-
lection of his love of plants and the
pleasures he derives from having
them in his environment.

After years of playing “per-
pendicular golf” Cooper decided to

won't need to go to the cleaners as
often.

“But don't wait to send it until it’s
too dirty to get clean or too matted to
be fluffed again.” Eaton stressed.

HE SAID most people make their
mistakes caring for top grain ledther
garments.

Dry cleaning and leather don't go to-
gether, according to Eaton. He recom-
mends home care since naked leath-
ers don't require a protective finish.

‘The shop owner, who has been at
116 E. Fourth Street for two years,
said if a preparation like saddle soap
or mink oil is put on leather, it may
dry out the material and change the
garment’s color.

Instead. he recommends washing
leather with a mild solution of bar
soap or Ivory liquid and water.

“Take the solution without many
bubbles and wash large areas of the
garment. For instance. wash the
sleeves up to the shoulder. If the col-
lar is dirty. wash the entire collar.”
_This solution will get off most
stains, according to Eaton. He also
recommended a gum eraser to re-

A Cooper family treasure, this Chinese evergreen’s continued
growth defies explanation. (Staff photo by Stephen Cantrell)

stop aggravating himself and instead
turned to the relaxation of gardening.
Gardening itself is enough for many
people, but he frequently reflects on
what it means to him. “1 like to see
w nature  handles itself. ['ve
learned so much just by looking very
carefully and waiting patiently. Most
people aren’t at all aware of the sex-
uality of plant life, but it's there and
whole process of propagation is
fasinating."”
For Richard Cooper the joys of gar-
dening reach into and enrich many as-
pects of his life.

move markings such as ink marks.

1If someone wants to try a cleaning
preparation. Eaton said putting it on
the leather inside the garment to see
how it looks when it dries after 2¢
hours.

“If you can live with the garment
the way the patch looks when it dries.
then use it if you want. But often the
leather may be a darker color or it
may be drier.”

EATON DOES recommend a prod-
uct called mat leather care. He said if
it is rubbed uniformly over a large
area. the leather dries very close to
its original texture. color and look

“But I hate tobe responsible for rec-
nmmendmg a product.” said Eaton.

“I really don't support using products
on leather goods.”

A represemtative from Village
Cleaners at 134 Main Street in Roches-
ter said leather goods brought in by
customers are sent to another city to
be cleaned.

“We recommend having cowhides
and suedes cleaned once a year. Some-
times the color will come back differ-
ent. If that happens. we send them
back and have them redyed.
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