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Thursday, September 22, 1977

Moral perspectives

Looking anew at liberation

It may be a surprise for white
people to learn from black people. Or
it may be a sign of progress in human
relationships to find that white people
may be more open than before to
learning from a minority person. [
reently had just such an experience.

1learned some new perspecitves and
values from a black man. He spoke of
his liberation theology in a way which
was fresh and helpful to me.

We were talking of a committee and
its lines of responsibility.
mittee i$ appointed for a task.” he
it should have the power of
making decisions and the authority to
arry them out.”” This was his
mple of liberation theology. If you
give people a job you den't take away
their power of executing their task.

1 HAD THOUGHT of liberation the-
alogy as “freedom now. " Never before
had T thought of applying liberation
theology to the oppression present in a
committee’s work., -

1 also learned by this man's example
that libertion theology means you
speak of who you are rather than what .
you do. This requires that you remem-
ber your history and the purposes of
your heritage.

Different values come to the fore
when we think of who we are rather
than evaluate ourselves or others by
what we do. “Roots™ has meaning for
the white person. My identity is basi-
cally who 1 am rather than how 1
perform.

Conscience theme

Conscience—how it is formed and
how it works—will be the underlying
one-day work-
and Method-

us
Ench workshop will be held from 10
am. to 4 pan. in the Dombrowski

Otchard Lake and Commerce Roads
northwest of Detroit. The fee for cach
s $10.

ion information is available
by calling the Office of Continuing

REV. PATRICK PEYTON

Education at 682-1885.

The first workshop. **Conscience:
Rational, Psychological. and Theologi-
cal Dimension." will be offered Oct. 4.

The threc-man staff will include the
Rev. Anthony Kosnik, professor of
moral theology at the seminary and
co-author of a recent controversial
book. “Human Sexuality.” the Rev.
Richard Fournier. director of contin-
uing education and special services for
the Archdiocese of Detroit: and Dr.
John Glaser. an alcoholism therapist

. United
Methodist -
. Church

A third thing which I leamed from
him is to value the experiences of
those who bear hurts and wounds.

FROM ANCIENT Israel to modern
race and sexual prejudice. people who
have,experienced oppression and have

; Fellowship .

pursued the struggle for liberation
have contributed much to humanity.

Religion, values and the qualities of
compassion and healing have matured
through the teachings of those hwo
have been wounded themselves. Henri
Nouwen suggests this in the title of his
book “The Wounded Healer.™

Many may wonder what is the next
step for race relations in our commu-
nities. I believe that whiles will need
to understand and learn from the his-
tory and values of our black brothers
and sisters. .

Hopefully “'Roots™ is just the begin-
ning in a new chapter in race relations
in-our great country.

of OL workshops

for the Midwest Mental Health Clinic.

The other workshops. their dates.
and staffs include:

Oct. 11—"Creative Family Relation-
ships: Formation of Conscience." con-
ducted by Rev. Comelius Van Der
Peoel. dircctor of the Family Life
Bureau for the Detroit Archdiocese of
Detroit.

Oct. 18—"Perspecti on Social
Responsibility: Jesus® Situation and
Our Own.” by Rev. Richard J. Cas-
sidy. director fo justice and peace

Friends honor Fr. Peyton

As part of a ~Weekend Celebration
of Family Prayer" the Detroit Friends

“of Fr. Peyton will hold a 35th anniver-

sary dinner in his honor Oct. 7 at
Mercy Center. 28600 Eleven Mile.
Farmington Hills.

The Rev. Patrick Peyton. CSC. is the
internationally known rosary priest.
He has carried his message. “the fam-
ily that prays together stays together™
to more than 30 million people on all
the continents through mass media
and crusades.

The reservation deadline for the din-
ner to be held in his honor is Sept. 28,
and tickets for the 7:30 p.m. cham-
pagne party and dinner at 8 p.m. are
S15.

Checks should be payable to Friends
of Fr. Peyton. and sent to Grace Cusu-
mano. 41 Woodland Shore Drive,

Grosse Pointe Shores 48236,

The second event of the weekend
will be a mass in honor of Our Lady of
the Rosary to be held at the Monastery
of the Blessed Sacrament. Thirteen
Mile at Middlebelt at noon Sonday.
Qct. 8.

The formation of a *Living Rosary."
sponsored by the Michigan state chap-
ter of the Knights of Columbus. will be
the weekend's final event. It will be
held at St. Francis of Cabrini Catholic
Church. 8000 Laurence, Allen Park at 3
p.m.. lollowing the mass. 0 -

The Rev. Peyton will be the speaker
at the living rosary and will join the
Msgr. Hubert A. Maino. chaplain of
the Michigan state Knights of Colum-
bus. in benediction,

Informal receptions will follow the
mass and the rosary where Fr. Peyton
will greet his friends.

office for the archdiocese.

Oct. 25—"Conscience Formation and
the Religious Educator of the Youth
and Adolescent.” by Robert Totten.
supervisor of teacher training and
coordinator of parish religious educa-
tion in the archdiocese. and Elizabeth
Hogan, a staff member of the arch-
diocese’s religious education office.

Nov. 5—"Conscience Formation and
the Catholic Elementary School," by
Sr. Anneliese Sinnott. candidate for
the master of divinity degree at the
Orchard Lake seminary. and Sr. Patri-
cia McCarty, director of campus min-
istry at Mercy College. Detroit.

Nov. 8—Conscience Formation of
Adults.” by Dr. Carl L. Middleton, the-
ology instructor and director of the
seminary’s office of continuing educa-
tion. and the Rev. Francis Koper, pas-
tor at the seminary and an instructor
of religious education and pastoral
theology. .

Nature centers

open year round

Three Metropark nature centers are
open vear round, including Stony
Creek Metropark near Rochester/
Utica. Kensington Metropark near
Brighton/Milford. and Oakwoods Me-
tropark between New Boston and Flat
Rock.Seasonal exhibits are on display
and nature trails are open for self-
guided walks. Free nature study bro-
chures are available.

REV. VAHAN TOOTIKIAN

Armenian Church
marks anniversary

Members of the Armenian Congre-
gational Church of greater Detroit will
commemorate the 60th year of the
founding of the church at an assembly
and banquet beginning at 5 p.m. Sun-
day. Oct. 23 in the sotial hall, 26210
Twelve Mile, Southfield.

Friends. distinguished guests and
political and religious dignitaries will
Join in the festivities which will also
mark the 55th anniversary of the
church’s incorporation and the 10th
anniversary of its new sanctuary.

Throughout the year. through vari-
ous ‘means. these triple anniversaries
are being observed.

A 13-member steering committee is
organizing the observance. and a num-
ber of religious and political digni-
taries as well as civic leaders will
share in observing this milestone.

Entertainment wilt be provided by
the 40-member augmented choir of the
church.

Tickets may be purchased or table
reservations made by contacting the

church office at 352-0680 or Mrs, Harry
Kaloogian at 643-0966.

A new Salurday Armenian School
will open at the church at 10 a.m. on
Saturday. Sept. 24 in the Christian
Education Building under the direction
of the pastor. the Rev. Vahan H. Tooti-
kian,
Armenian language and culture will
be taught by a team of teachers. The
school is open to all age groups. Stress
will be placed on knowledge of the lan-
guage. history. customs and traditions
of the Armenian penple.

Dr. Tootil director of the school,
is also a visiting professor at Law.
rence Institute of Technology in South-
field. Last year he taught courses in
“The Bible as Literature—Old and
New Testaments™ and this semester
he will teach a course called History
of Chri " Thought.” which covers
the history and development of Chris-
tian thought from the early: Christian
period to the present from historical.
philosophical and theological
perspectives.
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