Room Yor Design

This furniture creates space

by
Gloria
Cohen

Put your personality on the wall

ashion dictates the

clothing industry, so it

does with home furnishings,

particularly  in ~ areas
where a degree of change is more eas-
ily attained without entirely redecorat-
ing your home.

One department where great in-
novations have occured is that of wall-
covering. The addition or replacement
of wallcovering can and does accom-

with paint! One-color prints and mini-
prints accommodate wall accessories
and paintings very nicely. They.are
subdued background and are gaining
in popularity. The latest color rage is
toward the greys and pewters, and of
course silver, be it mylar or foil.

The “White and Bright”" baok holds
excellent non-color patterns for any
room, basically white with mylar.
They all mix well with traditional or

plish a new to any room

regardless if the furniture within it be

“early attic" or straight out of the 77
lowToom.

Whether the background you select
be dark or light, subtle or bold, ele-
gant or ostentatious, wallcovering is
most elfective in creating warmth,
cheer, comfort and charm in a room
that previously lacked character.

Wallcovering reflects the personal-
ity of the occupant of the home and
should be selected with great concem.
Many aspects should be taken into
consideration—the style of living you
wish to create. the moods and activi-
ties within each room, the flexibility
of the patterns and colors you choose,
the durability and composition of the
wallcovering, and of course, longev-
ity. Will you tire of seeing this paper
on the wall day after day or will it in-
crease its attractiveness?

Much to the surprise of many
people, there is a wallcovering for
every budget and a style for every
person’s taste. If you are unfamiliar
with what is available, your first visit
to a wallcovering studio may seem
overwhelming with so many books to
look through and with a multitutde of
patterns and textures to choose from.

‘That may be why many of you put
off dressing walls until desperation
sets in—and that is the wrong time to
make a decision. Better to spend less
time each visit and go to a studio
more often than to do'it all in one
swoop and later say “oh my gosh,
what have 1 done?”

Some worthy information follows as
to what is found between the awe-
some covers of those many sample
books. In brief sentences (so as to
it all in), let me help you turn the
pages. . . .

The wallcovering industry has been
revitalized. The trend, as it were, is
“au natural” and it is most agreeable
to any room that needs re-doing.

Neutral colors are most popular for
they provide the subtle background ac-
ceptable to larger rooms and they
don't detract from the fumniture. Tex-
tures are most versatile, and there is
everything from a “stucco” look to
paper that looks and feels like real

-bark.

“B.F. Goodrich” puts out a number
of textures that in pennies compete
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Eclectic is the way to think when
shopping for all home furnishings
today. a pinch or a dash of contempo-
rary mixed well with a large amount
of traditional is the smartest design
fashion outlook in interiors.

If you are into wall graphics, take a
look at “‘Avante’s Space Program™
which is a collection of geometric
graphic murals for home or office. It
is only sensational. Consider for your
background a wallcovering of imita-
tion suede, looks and feels like the
real thing but is a fraction of the cost
of actual leather and equals it in prac-
ticality. Also, “Naturescape" is a mar-
velous book containing murals and
scenics that are appropriate for every
style of living.

One of my favorites, and I have
many, is the brown paper bag look. in
the “Naturals" book, coverings made
of Kraft paper (like you get at the
super market). Do not use it in the
shower room but elsewhere it holds
up very well, as do the companion fab-
rics.

There is much use of heavily woven
materials, like grasscloth but not
always grass. These textures provide
a warmth like none other. So many
papers invite touching and then they
amaze you. For instance, a new group
of imports from France is steadily be-
coming one of my favorites. Its unusu-
al texture resembles and feels like
wool. When the pattem is plaid, it
looks like the wall is wearing its favor-
ite wool plaid suit! This group is the
“Inaltera™ collection, a household
word in Europe. One wall of this and
you have made an important state-
ment.

There is also an *International
Tile” collection which could fool the
plumber or the housemaid. No need to
tile your walls anymore, for any wall-
covering from this group will sub-
stitute for the real thing. (Wonderful
for recreation rooms as well as wet
rooms.) .

The “Le Monde" book has one of a
kind patterns, larger designs with
muted colors, somewhat like an origi-
nal oil painting. These imported wall-
coverings are gaining importance in
our country for we have not dupli-
cated them here,

Mylar? Very important today, it
sells more than any other wall-
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covering, is mostly vinyl, washable,
strippable, durable and the patterns
run to the hundreds. Mylar enhances
and enlarges any room and is in-
expensive compared to others, usually
starting at $8.95.

For a look of ele-

and patterns with existing furnishings.
ThEl:e is no additional charge for this
service.

Papers in all price ranges and ones
to suit the critical eye are there for
the hanging. As a portrait needs a
frame, your wallcovering is the most

gance, you can have “Van Luit” and
its many collections of significant im-
portance where good taste abounds.
Last but not least, other handprint se-
“Scalamandre” and
“Brunschwig & Fils” both have com-
panion fabries and are in a class by
themselves.

These collections are available local-
ly for viewing. One studio manager
has initiated a new home-consultation
service where a staff designer will
visit your home and assist you in mak-
ing selections that are appropriate for
your room and help co-ordinate colors

“Baroda’ was adapted from a fragment of
printed fabric from India dating from the

early 18th century.

“Maytime" is a contemporary floral print.

'y addition to your fur-
nishings and your environmert. Noth-
ing adds more luxury to a roem than
well-dressed  walls. Think of wall-
coverings as you would cosmetics,
and use them accordingly.
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Medicine Cahinets
& Mirrors

E verything for your hath
hut the water

Recorative Wall
& Counter
Accessaries
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Where it’s not unusual—

to find the unusual.

Southfield, Michigan

oA

stom Gllery
& Lighting Studios

24200 Telegraph Rd.
Between 9 and 10 Mile Rds.

Complete home lighting—Everything for the bath.
Accessories and wall decor for the entire home.

Phone 355-4550

Mon.-Tues.-Wed.-Sa1. 9:00-5:30
Thurs.-Fri. 9:00-9:00

a Contemporary Lock With Easy

VERTICAL IMAGINATION

Vertical Blinds of Rigid Vinyl, Wallpaper Inserts,
Fobric Inserts and Chrome Will Give Your Windows

%
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ENHUTTER
:HOP INC.

g New Treatment For Doorwalls and
large window areas. We have o wide ond
varied selectianin styles to go with any decor
from Oriental to Pravincial.

FOR A UNIQUE SELECTION OF
WINDOW COVERING

SLIDING PANELS

SHUTTERS

riety of styles, the most professional finishing
and installation service and the expertise of
20 years of experience, choose m tra-
ditional, vertical, fabric, shofi, spindle, fii.
gree, cane.

CALL FOR FREE HOME ESTIMATE )

NORTH
1705 S. Woodward
Birmingham
647-5581

EAST
24400 Harper
St. Clair Shores
775-6128

WEST
16320 Middlebelt
(in Terrace Corners)

-4420




