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Characters not
worth a yawn

*“Oh, the loneliness of it all. Money. success. fashionable 36 % >
clothes, elegant surroundin ,'meg just donY assure love and RS
happiness. Did vou know that? If you, didnt. or you do but Prof. Robert McGill of the acting workshop helps actors Mary

, “W LA e h s - .
g%:tssc&l;rﬁ\%sgf:\saﬁome o (R? soun . o Ottman and Richard Gustin in developing a love scene.

Music faculty Professors James Hartway and Dennis Tini look over
ascore, conferring on workshop formats.

Produced by Robert Atman and directed by Aln
Rudolph. this is a boringly self-conscious s!.m?' about 2 jaded
collection of egocentrics who all want to be foved. Since the
collective quantity of warmth among them would
inadequate fo raise the mercury in a thermometer even a
smidge. their plight comes as no surprise to the audience.

Consequently, they must settle for sex. But this doesn't
bring,happiness either. just confusion. When everyone is using
everyone else, it becomes difficult to distinguish user from
usee. In a society that likes to keep score. this only promotes
new anxieties.

Coupling wfeu“:r in various combinations are Keith Car-
radime, Sally Kellerman. Geraldine Chaplin. Harvey Keitel.
Lauren Hutton. John Considine and others.

KEITH CARRADINE, the principal male lead, plays a
sengwn(er. Carroll Barber. who has just arrived in LA. A
rock star. Eric Wood (played by Richard Baskin who wrote

e nd music). is going to cut a new album
usm%ABarlmr's material. The other’characters in the movies
égre irectly or tangentiallv related to Barber and his activi-
1es.

Cultural anthropologists may want to study_this_flm

ause there scems to be some kind of tribal ritual being
depicted. When a male of the species crosses the county line.
he is welcomed by a nubile female who whisks him off to bed.
‘This may be an instinctive survival custom designed to infuse
new vitdlity into the zombie-like culture of the Angelenos.
(Those planning a trip to L A.. take note.)

If this explanation isnt valid. then I'm certainly puzzled
about why every woman in the movie lusts after Barber. Most
of the time he just suks. He sulks best when he’s wearing his
Irish tweed hat which makes him look like a leprechaun with a
thyroid condition. He doesnt say much, but this mafebe a
blessing in disguise. Barber’s longer speeches—two senlences,

end to confirm my worst suspicions about Keith Carra-
dine’s acting ability.

“Welcome t L A."” may be thin on content. but it does have
a certain arty styl.mikhal passes for form. First there are the
kooky characters, like Karen Hood (Geraldine Chaplin) who
rides in taxis all day or Nona Bruce (Lauren Hutton). a pho-
tographer who shoots comners. Then there are the trite phrases
that masﬂluemde as serious thought. as when Ann Goode
(Sally Kellerman) says. “That's what Los Angeles & all
about—daydreams and traffic.” .

NEXT, CONSIDER that the settings abound wilh'windows
and mirrors which cast back the reflections of the characters.

Fin%I‘J{. add the strange similarity of names (Goode. Hood
and Wood) and a waihr:F blues sound track and you've got
ambience or pretension. depending on how you look at it.

The one redeeming feature of “Welcome to LA.” is the
comic relief provided by Sissy Spacek. Spacek plavs a naive
but peasant-smart housemaid whe likes to work topless. She
brings her own vacuum. too.

Glimpses

- How to hone creative talents

By ETHEL

So you wrote a song and want to
know what to do with it now. Or you
play piano and want to know more
about the technical aspects. Or vou
write music and want to leam to cre-
ate jazz. Or you're in community thea-
ter and you want to find how to beat
out the other creative talent at audi-
tions.

‘These are some of the tantalizing
techniques that will be taught at a sec-
ond series of performing arts work-
shaps offered at the McGregor Memo-

. rial Conference Center on the Wayne

State University campus and also at
the Birmingham (Barnum) Center.

Expanding and building on a series
of workshops offered by the university
for the first time this spring. the new
series adds approaches the students
have asked for. as well as some differ-
ent topics.

Dean Coifin of Birmingham. who is
performing arts ‘coordinator for the
McGregor Center, explained that 63
persons were enrolled in the first
experimental workshop in songwriting
this spring. which was broken into two
sections.

“WE EXPECT songwriting to have *
the highest enrollment again.” he said.
“We expect maximum registration.”

Beginners and less experienced stu-
dents will attend a songwriting work-

'I'heater

three hours at a time. will cover five
Saturdays in Qctober and two Satur-
days in November.

Coffin pointed out the importance of
the kind of knowledge the workshop
provides to neophyte songwriters.

“They strum a guitar, make tapes..

but they don’t know how to get it on
paper. They don’t know how to make a

arrived at the university. prompting
this choice.

Creating Jazz. a series of four wark-
shops, starts Sunday. Oct. 2. under the
direction and participation of " Prof.
James Hartway. chairman for music
theory and compasition at the WSU
Department of Music.

I's an updated version of a pilot
workshop on Creating Jazz. which was
held in the spring. and will prepare
students for a proposed program in
advanced jazz.

COMMUNITY THEATRE Work-
shops were designed by request of
theater organizati

lead sheet, an how to
get it into saleable condition.”

Students will also leam how to mer-
chandise their song, working through
publishers and agents. copyrighting.
‘ways of protecting their song.

DENNIS JOHN TINT of the WSU
Music Department faculty will con-
duct both songwriting workshops. Tini
has composed many songs and has
been a keyboard musician for bands
including Austin-Moro and Buddy

ich.

A new workshop in The Piano will be
held Tuesday evenings beginning in
October. for eight sessions at the Bir-
mingham Center. Piano technician
Thomas Pettit, who will teach the

according to Coffin.

“They don't have the money or time
to put together professional work-
shops.” he said. The Avon Players of
Rochester. for example. is sharing
part of the cost for its players attend-
ing.

Community theater groups who
helped organize the workshops. first
held this spring. represent a broad
spectrum of suburban areas, including
Birmingham. Bloomfield Hills. Troy,
Clawson. Farmington. Livonia. Ann
Arbor and Grosse Pointe.

Changes made for the fall theater
workshops include expanding the act-
ing and directing experience and
assignments. more work on the Hil-

theater complex at WSU. on Saturdays
during daylight hours. Workshops will
convene either at the Hilberry or the
Bonstelle.

“The Community Theatre Work-
shops are raising the quality of the
community theaters’ offerings to the
public, as well as raising the morale.
It puts discipline and craft into the
amateur theater.” Coffin stated.

Approximately 10.000 members and
a total of 100,000 persons are involved
in metropolitan area community thea-
ter, he said.

“There's nothing like this (univer-
sity) theater program anvwhere. We
get people from as far away as
Toledo.”

Registration information is available
by calling 577-2406.
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NEW RELEASES

BREAKING TRAINING (PG). The Bad News Bears keep
slugging. but it's a poor showing. Without Walter Matthau
or Tatum O'Neal, this sequel strikes out.

1 NEVER PROMISED YOU A ROSE GARDEN (R). Superb
acting by newcomer Kathleen Quinlan in moving and hope-
ful story about a teenager coping with mental illness,

ONE ON ONE (PG). Small town. high school basketball star is
recruited by big-time university. Robby Benson is the
appealing underdog who hangs tough and bucks the system.

THE OTHER SIDE OF MIDNIGHT (R). Tawdry film of van-
ity and vengeance. Marie-France Pisier wastes her talent
in this clinker. More sex and less story and they could have
gone for the “Emmanuelle” trade. N

SMOKEY AND THE BANDIT (PG). Burt Reynolds‘in action-
comedy as the “bandit’” who's trying to bootleg 400 cases of
Coors beer from Texas.

THE SPY WHO LOVED ME (PG). Smirking ‘Roger Moore in
formula James Bond movie with toothy heavy named
*Jaws™ and a lot of new gadgetry.

STAR WARS (PG). Serio-comic sci-fi adventure about a rebel-
lion of solar systems in a distant galaxy. Good-time movie
with laughs and special effects. Two robots steal the show.

YOU LIGHT UP MY LIFE (PG). Comedy-drama about aspir-
ing pop singer. who must resolve conflicts with her show-
biz father and conventionally minded fiance.

BACK AGAIN

CAR WASH (PG). A day in the life of a car wash with a spir-
ited cast; a disco beat and anal jokes. The large ensemble
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For Two

Parmesian e Fishermar's
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Maple Rd. (15 Hite)

superb
seafood

REAL DOWN EAST FEASTS
AND DAILY FISHERMEN
CATCHES ARE OUR SPECIALTIES.
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