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DRAMATICALLY

Increases Fireplace Heat Output
FEATURES

« No installation - Fully Assembled Just insert into your fireplace

«'Decreases Home Healing Costs Save on electric, gas and oil bills

o Ideal . Auxiliary Central Healing System dominiums—even supple-
ments heat output of costly built-ins

* Costs Less Than % The Price of Built-ins

* Versalile - Fils All Fireplaces Accommodates all screens. spark
guards and glass doors

Reg. $159.95

Model B-11
Including Blower

$ 8995

Price Good at These Locations Onty!

\,6

STORE HOURS: Daily 10-9-Sat. 10-6 Sun. 125 p.m:

LIVONIA CANTON PONTIAC
7335 Sk Mile 6074 Sheldon Rd. 2418 Ellzaboth Lake
ai Newburgh &t Ford Aoad at Square Laks Rd.

4545040 AS5-3240 BII“lm

Con-con unnecessary — O’Neil -

{Second of four articles)
By TIM RICHARI

Why rewrite the Michigan Con-
stitutution when it’s so easy to amend?

James F. O'Neil, a man who often
proposes major changes in govern-
mental structures, sees n need to hold
a new constitutional convention—
although a proposal to that effect is
autornatically on the 1978 stdte ballot.

“With the ease of amending, there is
no peed to rewrite the constitution—
not after just 16 years,” said O'Neil,
53, a Livoniun and twice a Republican
member of the State Board of Educa-
tion.

Since the 1964 constitution went into
effect, O'Neil said, there have been 15
proposed amendments on the ballot,
and voters have approved seven and
defeated eight.

Among the eight rejected were two
to lower the voting age to 18 (the same

Democratic ‘board member changed
his vote to support Polley.

Another board member, Peter Oppe-
wall, was denied renomination at the
next Democratic State Convention
because of his refusal to knuckle undsr
to partisan pressures, O'Neil said.

AFTER POLLEY resigned, O'Neil
said , a partisan board hired a pair of
men who have made Michigan nation-
ally famous.

One is Dr. John Porter, who is now
also chairman of the association of
state school officers. Another, Bill
Pierce, went on to become a deputy
for career education under the US.
commissioner of education.

“If 'you went to an elected superin-
tendent,” he said, “'you'd get the most
political person elected—not the most
capable.

goal was later by
amending the U.S. Constitution) and
two others to allow a graduated rate
income tax.

AMONG  CHANGES that a Demo-
cratic Party commission is advocating

are the abolition of the State Board of

Education, the election of the state
superintendent of public instruction
and a graduated rate income tax.

“That would make education politi-
cal," szid O'Neil. “The state board,
with staggered terms of- office, has
become bipartisan and remains a buf-
fer against the political parties who at
times want to dictate educational pol-

ey

He cites the case in the mid-1960s
when a Democratic state board split 4-
4 on whe!her to hire Ira Polley as
of public instruction.

Bring inyour
‘homeowners

policy and
compare with

Allstate. _
We just might

save you
some money.

1. Just bring in your present homeowners
policy to any Allstate office or Allstate
booth in Sears.
2. Give it to the Allstate agent who will
compare your homeowners policy with
Allstate’ .
3. If there’s a way to save you some money,
we'll try and find it.

For home protection you re in good hands
with Allstate.

™ ~You're in good hands.

Alitatetoarance Compuny  Northbrosk, Il
N o

Under great political pressure, one

O & E brings home the gold

Four first place awards in national and state newspaper com-
petition recently have been presented to Observer & Eccentric

An eight ber board allows per-
spectives from a cross-section of the
state that are helpful to professional
educators, he argued.

ONE CHANGE O'Neil would like to
make is to elect the State Board of
Education on a nonpartisan ballot, at

-the_June election when local K-12

school board members and community
college trustees are elected.
“Partisanship has hurt the board in
thie past,” O'Neil said, again citing the
Polley and Oppewal! cases. '

“The board can be made non-
partisan by legislative action. The pre-
sent constitution only says the State
Board of Education members must be

elected under the present constitution
in 1966. He was washed out by the 1974
Democratic tide.

IF EDUCATION campaigns were
nonpartisan. how would a gandidate

campaign?
‘That question is almost a grim joke
to O'Neil. Education eandidates used

printed literature from the state party
organizations. Now they receive noth-
ing, O'Neil said. In that set of circum-
stances, the elections may as well be
nonpartisan.

On the Democratic idea of abolish-
ing the property tax as the mainstay of
locai school districts and substituting a
state graduated rate income» tax,
O'Neil has. his own proposal: “Give
local schoo! districts the option of abol-
the property tax and going to
the income tax. I'd prefer to let those
decisions be made at the local level. It
would only take legislative action, not
a constitutional amendment.”

JAMES F. O’'NEIL
Nonpartisan board?

eliminated, O'Neill would like to see
state school officials (including the
boards of the University of Michigan,
Michigan State University and Wayne
State University) elected in June.

t way. voters could concentrate
on “education at all levels. with no
presidential, congressional., gubernato-
rial, legislative and ]udmlal issues to
mslran. them.

O'Neil notes snmc“hal ruefully that
siale education posts, now filled in
November elections, tend to be won by
all Republicans or all Democrats,
depending on which party is riding the
tide nI popularity. But under the 1908

IN HIS SPARE time, O'Neil is also
trying to get the ear of federal officials
for some pet constitutional amend-
ments.

One would allow the people the right
of initiative and referendum in passing
amendments to the U.S. Constitution.
He sees much public “frfutration over
the unsettled questions of schoo! bus-
ing and the Equal Rights Amendment.

The other is to have the federal gov-
ernment adopt a parliamentary sys-
tem. British-style, in which Congress
would pick the chief executive. “This

at party ions and

elected as provided by law. The law

could be amended by the legislature to
do that.™

Even if partisan elections sveren't

for

when education posts
were filled in an April election. voters
often split their tickets.

O'Neil was elected to the state board
once under the old constitution and re-

would prevent the possibility of ‘pre-
sidnetial wars' (a reference to Viet-
nam) and with & parliamentary sys-
tem you could change the government
without the stigma of impeachment.™

(A Sterling Gift ldea

For o man, For o womon. For any
gift-giving occosion. A heavy
116" sterling silvec initiol bongs
53 from our most popular sterling key
3 ¢ing. Spli in ring mokes it easy 10
odd of remove keys.

in the

field.

At the national convention of the Suburban Newspapers of
America organization held in Atlanta, O&E Advertising Manager
Arthur Langer was presented winning plaques in the categories of
Best Classified Advertising Section and Best Special Advertising

Section.

Specifically, the latter was in tribute to the OXE’s 1976 Fall

Fashion supplement.

Both awards were in SNA's top-rated Class 1V division which | 1) mite & tohser HARVARD ROW MALL 553,_-‘,45
comprises newspapers with a circulation of 60.000 and over. \. e

Sterling Sitver $14.00
14 kt Gold $250.00

/ George Ohrenstein
Jewelers Ltd,

Creatve Joaeters —
Precision tme pieces
Diamonzs -Precious Stones

In state competition. among members of the Michigan Press

Association, the same '76 fashion section brought OXE the associ-
ation’s No. 1 color ad award, with the 1976 Christmas Gift Guide

winning top special section honors.

Both annual contests are designed to recognize the best exam-
ples in the fields of advertising and promotion. In the case of
SNA. entries in the various categories of excellence were sub-
mitted by virtually all of the nearly 800 newspapers that are
members of the national trade association representing suburban

and urban community publications.

Only other double winners were the Contra Costa Times of Wal-
nut Creek, Calil., and the News Daily of Jonesboro, Ga.

Cards/ ORDER NOW

Pree Jor,
{oneline) on Boxed

CHRISTMAS CARDS

(Boxes $3.00 or higher)

10% oFF

onall
CHRISTMAS CARDS

from our atbums

2 Northwaod
13 Mile-Woodward
Universal Mali
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9985-1016

beautiful hand painted
tile for floors and
walls at

|| bathghels

415 N. Fifth Avenue
in Kerrytown, Ann Arbor
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WIE- A Tech Hifi soundroom is the
place where you can play car stereo
before you buy. So you'll be sure to get
the sound you're looking for.

Tech Hifi invites you to try Roadstar's
RS2050N in-dash cassette player with
AM/FM stereo radio. It's convenient toin-
stall and has a full set of features, like
locking fast forward, auto-stop, and
stereo/mono switch for maximum long
distance FM. And the Roadstar RS2050N
comes with a 3 year limited warranty. So
you know it can take it.

Roadstar is just one of 70 brands of
fine stereo components (for car & home}
on display at Tech Hifi. The store where
you can play stereo, not just look at i

tech

Soundrooms you can play in.

= =2
WSS 125 Main St., Rochester 652-HIFI
4526 N. Woodward Ave., Royal Ook 5764436
35555 Piymouth Rd, Livonia 5257360

now
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SHOWCASES
fIXTURES

Do Your
Christmas
Shopping Now

40% OFF

0ld Jewelry, Ivory.
Antique Jade, Clocks,
Watches, Soapstone,
Glass, Small Furniture,
China, Porcalain,
Plc:ures Palntings, Old
Is, Car Parts,
Cullncliblss Giftltems

6358 Greanfield
(bet, Ford & Warren)
Dearborn, Bi
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“Welcome,
end,

to Leelanau

in the fall”

Along. fesitul weekend. a week's “re-creation™
10 natural solitude. I's Leelanau County 1n
the fall. Of course. Leetanau is reat in Ihe
summer, 50 great ihat much of il 152
national lakeshore park, butir's
discovering that neb vibrance when
me:wwﬂszregunemmc(all that .

ly everywhere when the trees
iumelp‘osmlylucnrmanu the
evenings are quiet and cool.
“There's just something
special there thal
s¢ems 10 haunt
youalteryou

teave." You can Vv
discavera now
Leelanau County|

inthefalny

et County, Michigan
L St omme, Y s Beot in the Fall"

raise enough money for a statewide

to receive no money and only some




