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‘Thursday, September 29, 1977

Area talents create, star in show “Detroit!”

By ETHEL SI\IMONS
memgham resident Mark Lashlee
" is singing the praises of.Detrait.

In fact. Lashlee is only one of a
group of talented. enthusiastic crea-
tive people who have banded together
to write. produce and star in a new

They hone That the exclamation
point at the end of the title will do as
“much for “Detroit!" as it did for
“Oklahoma!™

Lashlee. a Detroit booster from ‘way
back. although he is a young man.
originated the idea for the show. which

Formerly a guitarist with Mel Ball
and Colours and then leader of the
group Friendship. Lashlee had written
several songs about Detroit and
recorded some of them on his own
label. Life.

“I'WANTED to develop a play about

l;xshlee went to his friend. Francis®
(Frank) Dattilo Jr. of Campbell
Ewald. who wrote the script.

The scene is set in 1972 in a riv-
erfront bar:in downtown Detroit. Lash-
lee said they actually found a bar later
that looked almost like the bar

.show appraopriately titled *‘Détroit!*

he describes as a play with music.

a band in a bar in Detroit,”

he said.  dreamed up for the plav.

ENJOY COMFORTABLE DINING IN A HOMEY ATMOSPHERE
COMETO....
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Big Wheel Seucwich. -

CARRY-OUTS

.CATERING FOR PRIVATE AFFAIRS
HOT & COLD HORS
* COMPLETE DINNERS - WFFEI I’RAYS
TRY OUR FAMOUS BOX LUNCHES
for Picnics -Concerts -Sporting Events

4 Pcs. Fried Chicken, Cole Slaw & Brownie ... .05
Com Beef-Cheese Sandwich, Cole Siaw, Browrie. $3.05

ONE OF THE LARGEST & MOST
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FOUNDERS SOCIETY CONCERT SERIES

Edith J. Freeman, Impresa
GANA| DIAN BRASS
Virtuosos of music and funny business
ART INSTITUTE  SAT., OCT. 8 » 8:30 PM
New! Ask aboiit the DIA's Renaissance dining!

ria, presents

TICKETS $9, $8, $6 CALL 832.2730

GINOS

PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT

1999 Cass Lake Road
Just W. of Orchard Lake Rood

ITALIAN DINING- COCKTAII.S
Borquet Facilities Available
682-6540
Open daily “til midnight
Friday & Saturday ‘tit 1 p.m.

i '
DENISE'S “TOUCH OF CLASS’
- Presents a Select
FASHION SHO!

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, at 12 noon
Entertalnment Nightly at 9, No cover

IN THE PINE LAKE MAL
onc JARD LAKE RD. AT LONE PINE|RD.

Begin Your Weekends
. The Thursday Eccentric

A great place to

get a frog in
your throat.

Wisconsin frog legs, Roadhouse style,
of course. Or perhaps you‘d prefer our fa-
mous Captain’s platter featuring lobster
1ail, frog legs, shrimp, scallops and savory
sauces. .

‘Whether your preference runs to sea-
foods, steaks, chops or ald favorites like our
thick roast prime rib of beef, you'll always
enjoy a marvelous evening of dining at
Ted's.

Woodward at Square Lake Rd.; Bloomfield Hills.
Reservations, sad7764,
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RAGTIME PIANO AND
LIGHT SUPPERS IN THE RAW BAR

AT NORTHFIELD HILTON INN
5498 CRODKS ROAD
ROY, MICH. charley
AMERICAN EXPRESS HONORED exrab

“Venice
of the “Woods

ANHOUNCING THE OPENING OF ﬂUII COMPLETELY
JREDECORATED RESTAURANT AND BANQUET FACILITIESY

BE ONE OF THE FIRST T0 ARBANSE YOUR
WENDING, HOLIDAY PARTY, CROSS COUNTRY
SKIPARTY OR ANY SPECIAL EVENT WITH US

BANQUET FACILITIES BP T0 400, WITH A
DELICIOUS CHOICE OF ITEMS FORANY OCCASION

363-8625

- 9361 COOLEY LAKE AD.
UNION LAKE, MICHIGAN
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Fri.,Sat. & Sun.
Sept.30, Oct.1&2
9a.m.-6p.m.

A harvest of family fun
celebrating the end of the
harsest season the way
used 10 be celebrated a
century o 50 ago. Enjoy
® Horseshoe Making Demo
S Frdas & Sruedoy ® Horseshos Malking Cantst
Sunday ® Antigue Tracor Pull—{rom 12:5 all mm < dass
® Rug Hooking Bee and Exhibit
Dincog emttssions on he Vi 1lhgt b Green
. Saturday & Sunday.

% Plus lots, lots more. )
rations of cent Id grain
[ dueshm, com huskers, buzz saws and steam-
farm machinery % Folk & Country
ey % Tiwo dozen different demonstrations
of crafts—from butcer churning to cider making
(Tangy chilled cider is available, by the gl
at the Martinsville Cider Mill') % Tin-
studio—come in for an old-
“fashioned portrait % Ben Frank-
tin & Mark Tiain vignettes
* Stern-wheeler and antique steam train
tides  ModelT, carrizge and wagon
rides # Visit Sustanee Park and the
Crafts Center % Plan a lunch
at he Clinton [nn or Rierfront Res-
‘tauran, plus a tour of Henry Ford
Museum,
Senior Citizens—-half price on ad-
‘mission on Friday and Saturday. Just show your retire-
ment card, o proof you're at least 60.

3&*"-— =

For more information,
all the

Village Party Line

In “Detroit!" Lashlee plays a band-
leader, naturally.- Other characters
are Alfio Most. an ex-baxer who is an
ex-middleweight championship con-
tender. portrayed by Albert Zolton of
Farmington Hills: Agnes Fairchild
(Saint Agnes). who once ran a mission
but lost faith in herself. played by
Mary Callaghan Lynch of Birming-
ham: and Chick Stone. who had a suc-
cessful Packard dealership (and you
know what happened to ‘Packard).
olaved by William Unger of Detroit.

In other words. three losers.

“Through these people. vou see new -
hope for Detroit.” Lashlee explained
Roosevelt Richardson appears in the.
show as a black man who is the ulti-
mate hope of Detroit.

“The show closes at the point of

R mcephun of Renaissance.” Lashlee

twa” which is ““To Detroit” in French)
is a song written by Lashlee. “It will
be our curtain call. Hopefully. there
will be ane.”

First performances of “Detroit!”
are slated for 8:30 p.m. Oct. 7 and 8 at
the McAuley Auditorium of Merey Col-
lege. at the Southfield Freeway and
Outer Drive in Detroit.

IF THE SHOW takes hold. it will
continue in dinner theater format at
Mercy. The college has a history of
successful dinner theater productions.
ml:ludmg Phil Marcus Esser’s presen-
tation **Jacques Brel” and his
“Personals.”

- Albert Zolton. the man who is Alfio
Most. got into the act when writer Dat-
tilo first contacted him. asking about:
facilities to verform “Detroit!™ Zolton
is head of the drama devariment at
Mercy College. .

Intrigued by the show. Zolton arreed
to be its director and to play in the
cast. But he found both roles too much
and released the director’s reigns to
Ralph Maffongelli of Detroit.

Zolton calls the production “a con-
cert-drama. a neiv form. The music is
50 beautifully integrated in the show.”

For his part as the ex-boxer who
runs the riverfront bar. Zolton had to
take boxing lessons. from professional
boxer Ducky Dietz. “I learned why
they call him Ducky. You better
duck.” he said. .

LASHLEE'S GROUP Friendship dis-
banded in July. and he has been %ork-
ing on the play ever since. Music is his
field. but leammg 1o act is new for
him.

“Country Boy. Factory Man,” which
Lashlee had recorded. is included in

Theater

some air plav last year when it came
out. It is also sung by him in

“Detroit!™

There are new songs by Lashlee.
too. Listening to playbacks of some of
the tapes. he commented on some of
his musical numbers.

The songs in the show offer hlues.
spiritual. country rock. a little disco.
and a ballad or two. A rag blues tvpe
of flavor pervades the score.

Hearing himsell singing “Detroit
Detroit!™ Lashlee said. T think this is
my favorite in the show. onlv because
it’s raunchy and [ kind of let mv hair
down a little.”

The song has an infectious. earthv*
sound. as he wails. deep-voiced
against a bluesy backeround.
“Detroit! Detroit! Aw. prottv baby
Keep trving . . . You've been so excit-
ing. to me.”

“1 always think of Al Jolsen when 1
gel into that.”
On “So This Is Life."" he
I'm in love with vou . *And
when vou're feeling hiue. Il come to
vou™

drawls.

‘The song “So This Is Life™ was con-
ceived on Quarton Lake in Bvrmmg
ham. “It was early summer.” he
recalled. “The blassoms were falling,
swans floating bv. T was thinking. ‘So
this is life.” The song came to me. 1
ran home (I had my bike) and wrote
it”

Lashlee looked al the scriot to
decide which of his songs was appro-
priate to each part.

The theme song’ for “Detroit'™ is
“Roll Back the Stone.” written bv Dat-
tilo and his wife Catherine Grimshaw.
who sines, it as a precurtain number
‘The couple live in Grosse Pointe.

Dattilo and Grimshaw also wrote T
Trv Too Hard"—~he on Ivrics. she the
music~sung bv Agnes in the show

A celebration of the spirit of life” is
how the show is heing touted by its
performers. Tickets are on sale at the
Little Professor Book Center in Bir-
mingham, the Mercy College Book-
store  Piper’s Allev in downtown
Detroit and Grosse Pointe Farms. and
Cafe Harmnnie in downtown Detroit.

For further information call §26-1899.

the show. “It fits well.” he said. The
flip side. “Living in America.” got
LET PEOPLE
KNOW WHAT You
YOUR'E SELLING

Come

say you can’t dance?

to Thumpers and learn FREE!

Every Monday at 10:00 p.m.
Dance Lessons by Jack Barnes

Beginning a 10 week
course, Free every
Monday night at Thumpers.

Before your dance lesson
enjoy dinner next door at

HOMETOWN The frass Lamp
NEWSPAPER TP L.
Aubum Helghts 852-0553

11:30 a.m.-2:30 a.m.

TOM ALTENBURE, TUES.-SAT.

e
GR,man

‘| Open Mon. thru Sat.
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7azzoncunnn LAKEARD. 851-4094

At12 Mile, Just OFf U.S. 696

PRIVATE CATERING AND BANQUET FACILITIES

BUSINESSMEN'S LUNCHEONS o DINNERS

ENJOY THE PIANO STYLINGS:

CHARLES BOLES, MON.-FRI. 4:30-7:30

‘ealunring GOURMET TABLESIDE COOKING
MON.-FRI. NIGHT BY REERVATIONONLY

Rz tihe Grecky

triple-teat com-
bindtan”of wandedtl, 600,
Stpet seiceand oyl e
enaiar

" SannyRaskin

JowishNews

Sat. 4:00 P.M. 10 2:00 A.M.

IGIOWDODWAI\D, ROYAL OAK, MICH.

VASST6

GREEK VILLAGE
, - Lunch & Dinner served from 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

'7a«m qou Ul bove”’

vllne word for Yasson Greek

illage is Husrah!™

3 ichard Flndistar
Delroil Frae Press

pe
“A Greek Village even 1 e
fes.”

Chuck Thuraton
Datroit Froe Press

Sun. 42,

P.M. 10 2:00 AM.

mennllnkrnanamlﬂamnkx Soloist

MIKE ROSIADIS
EXOTIC ETHNIC DANCING, X
BANGUET FACILITIES AVAILABLE ot 1wk
549-4141

An adventure in Gmh/oody Entertainment

1BLOCK S.OF 14 MILE




