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Thursday, December 1, 1977

Public help needed to revive aﬂiﬁg art legislation

By CORINNE ABATT

It's a safe bet that ii the *'% for Art"
legislation proposed by State Rep.
Puth McNamee (R-B::mingham) ever
comes out of committee and on to the
floor of the house, it will be by public
pressure.

Mrs. McManee's proposed legisla-
tion, HB 4249, outlines a policy for
integrating art into state buildings
with provisions for a state fund that
can receive bequests. donations and
grants and the organization of a com-
mission on art to administer the pro-

Also included in the bill is 2 plan for
the acquisi of art for display in
public buildings as well as and the
establishment of a state art fund. *“The
art may be an integral part of, or
attached to, or detached within or out-
side a building." according to the bill.

‘The amount of money for art in new
tuildings costing $250,000 or more
shall not exceed one per cent of the
total appropriations for construction
when included within the amount of
the project.

An amentment specifies that work
of Michigan artists will be given prior-
ity in the selection process.

THE BILL WAS introduced in
March and referred to the Committee
on Appropiations. Mrs. McNamee
asked that it be referred to a com-
mittee that would hear testimony. It
was then referred to the Committee on
State Affairs.

It-was actually presented twice to
the Committee on State Affairs with
Chairman Rep. John Kelsey. Testi-
mony in favor of the legislation was
given by artists, artists groups, archi-
tects plus a letter from Donald W.
Thalacker, director of the Ari-in-
Architecture Program of the U.S. Gen-
eral Services Administration.

Thalacker said he hoped Michigan
lawmakers would lead the nationwide
movement among state governments
to enact “*% for Ant™" legislation.

He mentioned that in addition to con-
tributing to a cultural heritage, “‘Qual-
ity works of art increase in monetary
value at a rate greater than nearly
any other commodity.”™

HE CITED A Louis Harris nation-
wide poll which indicated that 64 per
cent of the American people will be
willing to pay an extra $5 in taxes—if
the money went exclusively for cul-
tural efforts such as visual arts.
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Adding that public-sponsored and
placed art can help to rejuvinate a city
{he was quoting former President Ger-
ald Ford) as the Calder sculpture did
in Grand Rapids, Thalacker urged the
legislators to support the bill. B

In spite of strong support, the bill
hasn't come out of the Committee of
Appropiations to which it was
referred. It wasn't tabled, but it
wasn't voted out of commiltee either.

Concerning the bill's future, Mrs.
McNamee said, “It’s very tenuous. It's
still hanging on by a string, alive, but
terribly ill.”

It would take 10 votes to move it out
of the commiltee, and while the
needed number is within one or two, it
is still in limbo because it lacks sup-

port. N

In the meantime, the Oakland
County Board of Commissioners has
passed a proclamation which sets a
county policy for displaying art in pub-
fic buildings and ing similar

in the construction specifications.

This first step toward the goal of
establishing art in public buildings was
immediately followed by a second
which, hopefully, will have even
broader ramifications.

Mrs. Belanger wrote letters to all of
the county arls councils and groups
urging them to actively support HB
4249 by writing letters and making
their feelings known to state legisla-
tors.

‘The implications of the county’s new
policy are going to be noticeable soon.
A traveling exhibit of art from Puerto
Rico will be on exhibit in the county
complex from Feb. 19 through March.

There will be a slide show and lec-
ture, and possibly some actual art,
from the Matisse show at the Detroit
Institute of Arts, in the county com-
plex on Jan. 22

Mrs. Belanger has already arranged
to have a number of shows from the
i i itution in the county

action at the national and state level.

The impetus for the county policy
came from Marlow Belanger, chairwo-
man of the Oakland County Cultural
Council.

MRS. BELANGER SAID, “We are
the first county in the state to adopt
such a policy. There was no policy
before even to accepling works
donated.”

Not only does the county policy con-
tain a provision for the inclusion of art
works in remodeled or new county
facilities, it states that new bufildings
will contain a provision for use of art

buildings later on in the spring and
through next year.

“We're not trying to compete with
anyone with the Smithsonian exhibits,
" . Belanger explained. These
will be on things like black history,
environment, literature and political
history—things that will be of interest
to the broad community. "

In addition to being free to accept
works on loan in a variety of ways, the
policy provides for the acquisition of

“We can go before the Oakland
County Board of Commissioners and
ask for an allocation for a specific
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project, Mrs. Belanger said. This is one of Mrs. Belanger's spe-
cial topics because she thinks most

LAST SEPTEMBER, sculptor John  people don't know the ins and outs of
Chaffee made a presentation to countY  applying for grants.
representatives proposing a large In addition, the county council has
sculpture for the mall on the south held an emblem contest, developed a
side of the courthouse. The proposal is  newsleiter and a speakers bureau and
being studied. of special activities such as the Day at

In her goal to make the Oakland Meadow Brook for young people.
County Cultural Council the “catylist Another proposed project is art for
of art activity,” Mrs. Belanger has confined audiences such as Childrens
initiated many other special services  Village, hospitals, prisons and other
connected with the arts. institutions. This could be either art to

A registry of Oakland County artists  touch or see or an actual working art
is due for publication shortly. In mid-  experience.
January there will be a regional meet- The county council also has a num-
ing for all arts organizations in the  ber of books dealing with arts, man-
county along with a workshop of agement and organizalion that are
grantsmanship. available on loan.

isl
Legislators to contact

When Rep. Ruth McNamee (R-Birmingham) canvassed the 18 members of
the Appropriations Committee she found out which ones planned to vote yes
and which would vote no. .

Those who siad there were in favor of the “for Art” are: Regs. Dominic
Jacobetti (D-Ngeaunee); Raymond C. Kehres (D-Monroe): Joseph F. Young
(D-Detroit); Richard Young (D-Dearborn Heights); Louis K. Cramton (R-
Midland); Melvin De Stigter (R-Allendale);William L. Jowett (R-Port
Huron): Peter Kok (R-Grand Rapids); Melvin L. Larsen (R-Oxford): and
‘Thomas G. Sharpe {R-Howell}. . -

Thase opposed are: Reps. Warren N. Goemaere (D-Roseville): Russell Hel- !
Iman (D-Dollar Bay): James E. O'Neill, Jr. (D-Saginaw): Joyce Symons (D-" &
Allen Park); Edward E. Mahalak (D-Romulus); and Gary Owen (D-Ypsi-  {
Tanti). Rep. Morris Hood, Jr. (D-Detroit) is undecided. H
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Finast Chinese & American Restaurant with carry-out service

Now Serving
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LIVONIA__ 5221030
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FRIDAY and SATURDAY
CHUCK MIDODLETON
§ e and TRI
%3“9-“ 3 Try Our Dinner Specials
%(’;\‘:\\:\%\é Monday t‘rrourgh’;-'ri:ja y /
S

Y WV W WV WM W WA W VWV VW WD

32826 FIVEMILE ROAD -EAST OF SARMINGTON RD. -425-8530

| W W WM VU WV W WV W W

) 9V WV MW W W W W WV W 0 W

Tickets inciude
© TWO GREAT BANDS
© PARTY FAVORS

al
© CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
$9950

Al for

SUPER NEW YEAR'S PARTY!

© HOT BUFFET and LIQUID REFRESHMENTS
nd e

per person

FIRST COME - FIRST SERVED

For Reservations Call 534-2830
.
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A\" Cocktail Hour Monday thru Friday 5:00 to 8:30

Across from the Terrace Theatre at

Monday - Saturday
-9 pm. to2am. -

1
> FAMILY RESTAURANT
A NICE PLACE TO EAT
featuring good food... moderate prices
© DailySpecial. 82".85 @ Baby BesiLiver..$3.25
© Ground Round Steak w/Mushroom Gravy..83.00
© HallFried Chicken..$3.45@ Yeal Pamesan..$3.50]

Inc_ satad, potaloes. bread and butter an mave enirees.
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24480 Grund Rit Avenve
4 Blocks W. of Telegroph
apen 7 days o week + 534-0200
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The Largest Selection of Quality Candies
in the Area
CHOCOLATESeNUTS®HARD CANDY
CHRISTMAS NOVELTY CANDIES
DIETIC CANDIES, TOO

Candy
availabe
in
® Bulk
©9-0z. Box
@ 1-Lb. Box
® 2-Lb. Box
Remember for the Holiday entertaining at home — Frozen Yogurt or
Frozen Custard lce Cream in Pints or Quarts!

We will Gift Wrap and mail your
candy selection anywhere within
the continental United States.
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0, Sundae Inn Novi

TEN MILE RD. at MEADOWBROOK RD.

IN THE NEW SHOPPING CENTER g0
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MONDAY-TUESDAY ITALIAN SPECIALS
« SPAGHETT! & MEATBALLS + RAVIOU

* STUFFED MANCOTT!I $395

* LASAGNA
=3 [HmRs Broiled Scampies Dinner
NOW APPEARING
TUESDAY THRU SATURDAY

RESERVATIONS
SUGGESTED
937-1458
261-5500

TED SHEELY
TRIO

BUSINESSMEN'S LUNCHEONS
36071 Plymouth Road
Acrass From Ford Transmission Plant
Wedding and Banquet Facilities Available

NOW APPEARING
WEDNESDAY thru SATURDAY EVENINGS,

“LOST and FOUND”

tor your listening and dancing pleasure

COCKTAIL HOURS  3:00 -6:00 Reduced Prices

Paskton Skow Frtday 12:30 - 1:30
DAILY LUNCHEON SPECIALS  $2.25
Private Room Available For Parties or Meetings
Call for Information
27910 W. 7 Mile, LIVONIA
1Batween Middiebell and Inkster) 531-4960
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At Frederico Fettucini’s we
have a full dinner menu...all
your favorite wines, imported
and damestic beers, plus our
own speciality house drinks.

BRING THE ENTIRE FAMILY *

OPEN AT 2380 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD

-\(oMm\ D . 11:30am.10 9
30375 Plymouth Rd. in the 261-6800 3481515 Sum 11130 10 € 4PM. DALY One Mile West
OPEN MON. - SAT. 11 am to 2 am. SUNDAY 2 p.m. to 10 p.m. “Treat Yourself—just for the fun of* 2PM.SUNDAY .. of Telegraph. Sylvan Loke i
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