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Cops forge ahead

By LYNN ORR

Although a recent court decision in a
five-year old legal battle with Team-
ster represented patrolmen has Farm-
ington Hills city officials looking
towards iite safekeeping of about
$100,000. union officials have a differ-
ent idea.

“We're not backing off this case:
this is going to go as far up as it can
go.” said Joe Valenti. president of
Teamsters Local 214, to which Pil.
Jerry MacKenzie. shop steward, says

en.

About $100.000 of back pay con-
cerning an unusual, and the city says,
mistaken. cost of living allowance
(COLA) clause is riding on the final
court decision.

However. if the patrolmen ulti-
mately win the back pay. they'll have
further court fuel for another battle
concerning their arbitration award
granted last spring. which may see the
city staring at an additional $325.000 in
back pay.

THE MICHIGAN Court of Appeals
overturmed Oakland County Circuit
Court Judge Robert Templin's deci-
sion governing the altorney-client
privilege of Walter Nussbaum, the
police officers’ negotiator back in 1972,
when the disputed contract was rati-
fied.

Now the case retums to Templin.
and the Teamsters will have to either
withdraw some of their claims or put
Nussbaum on the stand. It's also likely
that police officers will have to testify
on what they heard at the ratification
meeting.

The battle revolves around a COLA
clause that has a doubling up effect—
interpretations of the contract suggest
that the COLA can be compounded on

y. When now deceased City
Alty. Terry Bremnan discovered his
error, he went to the patrolmen and

the command officers asking for a .

contract clarification 20 months after
the contract was ratified.

Although the command officers com-
plied, the patrolmen who had since
voted 10 be represented by the Team-

Vote group
suggest

lawn signs

in the Hills

While the 22 per cent voter turnout
in last month’s election in Farmington
was about average. the Farmington
Hills turnout increased by six per cent.

‘The 19 per cent turnout in November
is a good sign, said Aldo Vagnozzi,
chairperson of the Committee to
Increase Voter Participation in the
Hills. but there's still a long way to go,
bhe adds.

Allowing candidates' lawn signs and
moving the primary from August to
September are the committee’s rec-
ommendations to the Hills City Coun
cil for increasing future voter turnout.

Although the council last week asked
City Atty. Paul Bibeau to report at the
Jan. 9 meeting about whether polling
place election notice signs would
infringe on the city's sign ordinance, it
appears that the committee’s recom-
mendations failed to sway council
objections to lawn signs.

“I REALLY would hepe that we
don't resort to signs all over sub-
divisions,” said councilman Robert
Amori.

Mayor Joan Dudley agreed with
Amori's stand on a different basis.

““Whenever we increase methods for
campaign name recognition versus
issue debate, it appears lo me we are
jeopardizing those candidates who
cant get together a whole lot of

money,” she said.

I would rather a person not vole
than vole uninformed, ™ she said, add-
ing that signs encouraged name rather
than issue recognition.

Although councilmember Joanne
Smith explained that lawn signs were

to candidates who can't afford
mailings, Ms. Smith was more con-
cemed aboul getting election notice
signs at polling places on election
da;

sters local. refused to sign the agree-
ment.

“The police officers agreed to it
orally and then wanted the city to pay
some of the I expenses, but the
council felt that was inappropriate and
that’s when the patrolmen refused to
sign the agreement.” says City Mgr.
George Majorus.

“In retrospecl, we probably could
ve saved some money by paying the
fees, but the council felt it wasnt the
money, it was the principal.”™
VALENTI CLAIMS the city has
spent more fighting the case than the
patrolmen are entitled to in back pay.
Majoros denies the charge. Accord-
ing to city records, the city has paid

Threading through the bead story
‘The new exhibit at Cranbrook Academy of Art
Museum on Indian beadwork began in the mind of
a young Troy homemaker, Tyra Lewis. Ms. Lewis,
a graduate of the academy, began studing Indian
beadwork several years ago. She was eventually
asked, while researching at the Grand Rapids

Farmington, Michigan

m

20,59 thus far to attorney J. Bruce
Donaldson, the city’s lawyer in the
case. Some “minor’’ expenses have
been incurred for a few hours of con-
sultation with the city attorney and
labor attorney Charles Keller, Majoros
d

adds.
Valenti also claims that Brennan
and Nussbaum were aware of the

Public Museum, to help compile an exhibit that
would be presented throughout the Midwest. The
result is 21 display cases of Indian beadwork from
all stages in the Indian’s history. The display, will
continue at the museum through Jan. 22. The
museum is at 500 Lone Pine, Bloomfield Hills.

Here’s some helpful hints

for be

Slipping and sliding along the high-
ways and byways of the Farmington
area is part of winter most drivers
would rather forget.

Since winter has descended for the
next few months, drivers may as well
resign themselves to changing road
conditions and adopt a different style
of piloting their cars through the snow.

That's the advice of Farmington
Public Safety Lt. John Santamouro.
Winter driving is a state of mind
rather than trust in snow tires and
posted speed limits.

“There is a tendency o drive
according to the speed limit. People
don't drive according to weather con-
ditions. If a sign says you can do 45,
that means 45 in good weather," San-
tamouro said.

Snow tires are useful during winter

...experts

By GREG TAVALIRE

For years, the American public has
been prodded to ‘buckle up for
safety,” but surveys reveal that the
majority does not.

Although precise figures are difficult
to obtain, statistics show that seat belt
usage in the United States is approach-
ing 40 per cent.

ys.
While the i was

of this lies not in

with the introduction of lawn signs,
Vagnozzi added a personal recommen-
dation for the city clerk’s office.
didates should be informed of
the laws goveming campaign liter-
ature when they file their petitions, he
id.

sal
“Some of the material did not
indicate where it came from," he said.
“It's my understanding that state law
‘mandates the source.” -
The council did not consider thy
:m.mmiltee's proposal of moving the
oprimary.

The
the 40 per cent that do, but in the 60
per cent that don't. Of this 60 pef cent,
most never wear them.

The figure is surprising since
numerous tests have shown that seat
belts are indeed life savers.

Seat belts have been required safety
features in U.S. manufactured cars
since the 1962 models.

Presently, the government is toying
with the idea of making seat belt
usage mandatory. In Canada and
many countries in Europe, use of seat

but can become useless on ice. Drivers
who find themselves in a skid in spite
of snow tires, should avoid hitting the
brakes.

“It's a normal reaction to brake ina
skid,”  Santamouro said “‘But the
brakes can lock then. Drivers should
pump their brakes and turn into the
skid.”

IF AN ACCIDENT does occur, it's
best to be wearing seat belts, accord-
ing to Santamouro.

“If it's an accident which is minor
and is a burp on the head type of an
accident, a seat belt helps,” he
advised.

After an accident, it's best to call
the police. In the Farmington area, the
departments do respond to accident
calls.

“Make a report immediately. It's

ating winter driving

assumed that since there’s no fault
insurance, the insurance company has
to pay. Some company’s won't settle

36 Pages

1977 Subuman' Communcations Comporanon, AZ Alghts Reserved

implications of the COLA clause when
the contract was ratified.

“This is speculation on my part, but
they probably thoughl ‘we're under the
wage and price freeze (federal wage
and price controls which were in effect
in 1972), so the patrolmen got some-
thing they can never get.™ Valenti

suggests,
He added that the patrolmen
accepted a lower raise, four per cent

back pay battle

rather than the going rate of seven per
cent, because of the COLA clause.

~That's what sold the contract.” he
maintains.

However, Nussbaum, who presented
the contract to the patrolmen. denied
in court that was aware of the
“flaw” or doubling up effect of the
COLA clause until Brennan pointed it
out 20 months after the contract was
signed.

State delays
road verdict

The Michigan State Highway Com-
mission probably won't decide until
January whether to proceed with the
M-275 alternatives study proposed by
the Department of State Highways and
Transportation.

That was the word recently from
highway commission chairman Peter
Fletcher, who also admitted that the
$1.918,000 estimated price of the study
is “higher than we (the commission)

ed.”

Jim Reinstra, M275 alternatives
study coordinator, submitted the cost
estimates to Charles Uray. Jr.. chief
deputy director of the highway depart-
ment, on Nov. M4, but the highway
commission didn't act on the matter at
its Nov. 16 meeting,

Because of the holiday season. the
commission has scheduled only one
meeting this month—Dec. 21, at the
Executive Plaza in Detroit.

“We probably won't discuss it until
January,” Fletcher said, “‘when we
receive the total report.”

The two-page memo prepared by
Rienstra calls for two items in phase
one to be performed by highway
department personnel. Those items
are an origin and destination survey
and aerial photographs.

**This study is proposed to go to con-
sultant contract in order that depart-
ment personnel may continue studies
on other critical projects,”™ Rienstra
said in the memo.

THE M-215 COORDINATOR has
estimated that it may lake two years
to complete the studies—six to 12
months for preparation of the date and
at least another six months for the

to review the ative
and make a recommendation.

Fletcher said in late November he
wasn't sure what the department was
proposing in terms of the length of the
study, but said he expects the depart-
ment to follow the timetable set by the
commission.

“I would expect to have the informa-
tion within a year.” Fletcher said

Rienstra said the department is con-
sidering a study area bounded by Tele-
graph, 196 and 1-69. Duck Lake Road
and 175,

“We'll be looking at the whole trans-
portation system in West Oakland
County,” Rienstra adds, saying that
some of the specific options under
study include the widening of 1-96 to
US-23, and intersection improvements
on Northwestern Highway at Twelve
Mile, and Fourteen Mile and Orchard
Lake roads.

Under the M-275 alternative study
outline prepared by Rienstra, phase
one calls for preparation of a detailed
work program; a study area recon-
naissance; establishment of final
study area boundaries; development
of base maps; identification of issues;
and a host of other studies and sur-
veys.

Phase two calls for alternative eval-
uvation and projections as well as
impact analysis and cost preparations.
Public hearings also would be
scheduled.

THE THIRD PHASE of the study
would include final recaramendations.
engineering reports, impact state-
ments and publication of final docu-
ments.

Rienstra’s memo estimates the
phase one cost at $1.226,000; phase two
at $572,000; and $120.000 for phase
three.

Wolfram to
chair bar

Farmington Hills attorney William
Wolfram has been named chairperson
of the State Bar of Michigan's Court of
Appeals committee.

A partner in the law firm of Fain-
tuck. Shwedel, Roether, Wolfram,
McDonald. and Zipser. Wolfram's
term of office will run through Sept.

), 1978.

He is a member of the Oakland
County Bar Association and Michigan
State University graduate. He earned
his law degree from the University of
Michigan.

Wolfram lives with his wife. Susan,
and son, Steven. in Birmingham.

without a report,” said.
Accidents in which property damage
of more than $200 has resulted must be
reported. Reports must be made if
there are any injuries involved or if
fixtures adjacent to a highway have
been damaged, according to Santa-

mouro,

While police departments urge that
accidents be reported as soon as pos-
sible there isn’t a time limit for the

procedure.

“All accidents should be reported,”
he said.“If the repott is a day after the
accident, then we can't investigate.
We can't properly investigate an acci-
den:it unless we are at the scene,” he
saia.

advocate seat belts

belts is already law.

Will Bowlus, general manager of the
American Safety Corp. (ASC) of Troy,
believes a seat belt law would be a
good one. “Saving a life is the respon-
sibilty of all society,” Bowlus said.
“An individual who voluntarily aveids
life saving devices poses a.risk to the
people around him. Canada has such a
law and it has proven effective.

“Clearly, enforcing the law could be
difficult, but there are a certain per-
centage of the people who are law
abiding and would follow the law.”

While many may not be ready to
accept a mandatory seat belt law,
Bowlus believes campaigns such as
the series of radio commercials spon-
sored by the National Safety Council
may convince the public of the need
for a law.

“1 feel any conversation on the use
of seat belts is important,” he said.
“We feel as the public gets better edu-

cated as to what seat belts can do, the
more they will use them and the more
they will support a mandatory seal
belt law.™

BOWLUS DIRECTS a company that
develops and sells safety materials.
While the bulk of ASC's business is
related to seat belts, the firm also
deals in eye and hearing protection
materials, commercial aircraft escape
devices, life rafts, military aircraft
survival gear and precision medical
instruments used in ery.

In recent years, the thrust of ASC
has been to provide seat bells which
are easy and comfortable to use.

Since the lap belt was made stand-
ard front-seat equipment in 1962, it has
evolved into an intricate three-point
system. Today, the seat belt includes
an integrated lap belt and torso
restraint.

At one point, the torso strap (its

(Continued on page 2A)

meetings will be conducted at City
Hall, 31555 Eleven Mile at Orchard
Lake Road this month as follows:

*Board of Appeals: 8 p.m.. Dec. 6,
in court chambers.

Historical Commission: 7:30 p.m..
Dec. 7, City Clerk's office.

*Housing Commission: 8 p.m.. Dec.
7. in court chambers.

*Planning Commission: 8 p.m.. Dec.
8, in court chambers for preliminary

arings.
*City Council: 8 p.m.. Dec. 12, in
court chambers.
*Arts Commission: Dec. 13 in the
conference room.

Hills meeting
schedule set

Fa}"ming(on Hills city business

*AFSCME Union election meeting:
4:30 p.m., Dec. 14. in court chambers.

*Planning Commission: 8 p.m.. Dec.
15, in court chambers for public hear-
ings.

«City Council: 8 p.m., Dec. 18, in
court chambers.

*Board of Appeals: 8 p.m.. Dec. 20,
in court chambers.

eIndustrial and Economic_Devel-
opment Commission: 8 p.m., Dec. 27,
in court chambers.

sCommission on Aging: 7:30 p.m..
Dec. Z7. in City Hall.

Some meetings are subject to
change or rescheduling.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY,
STROLLER

W.W. ‘‘Eddie” Edgar,
Observer & Eccentric columnist
and writer has touched many
lives and causes in his 80 years.
Some of the persons who know

Jecently to wish him a happy ¥
birthday. For an informal
glimpse of one of the state's nat-
ural resources tum to page 8A.
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