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Grassroots are essential to successful lobbying

By CAROLYN

*‘As soon as several of the
inhabitants of the United States have
taken up an opinion or a feeling which
they wish to promote in the world,
they look around for mutual assist-
ance, and as soan as they have found
each other out, they combine. From
that moment, they are no longer iso-
lated men, but a power seen from
afar, whose actions serve for an
example, and whose language is lis-
tened 10.”" .

Alexis de Tocqueville

‘The rise of controversial issues, such
as nuclear power and PBB, has
prompted many zealous individuals to
ask how they can organize action
groups, and lobby. Though motivation
and energy are nucessary ingredients
for establishing a group, by them-
selves they are .ot sufficient. Move-
ments are successful only if they can
altract. inform ana persuade giners to
join in their efforts. This requires an
understanding of basic grass roots
organizing technigques.

Defining the goals of the group is the
most important ial task. “*Specific-
ity™ and “feasibility™ are key words to
remember. The group’s efforts should
focus on select. pertinent issues, be it
changing prevalant almudes con-
cerning the issue. opposing
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mitaries—to provide maximum
exponure.

Try to personally contact faculty
members, religious leaders, politi-
cians, and other social action groups.
Speak about the meeting to classes,
civic groups and friends. The idea is to
evoke as much curiosity as possible
about the new “brainchild.™

Donald K. Ross, author of “A
P.LR.G. Organizer’s Handbook,™
describes the type of people to inform
and recruit: those with 1) experience
and contacts and 2) energy and poten-
tial. If the push has been strong to
advertise, these treasured individuals
will appear at the first meeting

‘THE MEETING itself is extremely
important, for it conveys the image of
the group. Thus, the meeting should
proceed in a logical, controlled fash-
ion. Briefly introduce the leader of the
group, cite the purpose, express appre-
ciation to those present and attending,
and then get down to bl.smess
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or providing a service.

Consideration must also be given to
the type of group that is to be estab-
lished. Depending on whether or not
the group decides to lobby, there are
different filing procedures with the
Internal Revenue Service. Section
501C3 of the IRS code covers all non-
lobbying organizations. These include
service groups. health care and adop-
tion agencies. Filing under C3 means
the organization is not allowed to
lobby, but contributions are tax-
exempt.

GROUPS THAT INTEND (o lobby
must file under Section 501C4. Contri-
butions to C4 organizations are not tax-
deductible.

Once the goals of the group have
been established. the actual orgamm-

members of the group is at the top of
the list. A committee should be in
charge of setting up a phone tree—
where person A calls B, C. D, E: per-
son B calls F. G, H, I; person C calls I,
J, K, L. In this way. everyone stays
informed and is responsible for
informing others about the group’s
activities.

All members should decide the
group’s actual projects to achieve opti-
mum representation. To make a wise
choice, the group should have the most
recent and accurate information on
the subject. This requires the time and
effort of all members.

If the movement relates to legisla-
tion in any way, relevant bills ought to
be monitored. The *‘Congressional
Record,” published every day when
Congress is in session, is the best
source of i ion on bills and con-

tion process begins. Ce
crucial at this stage of deve]upmznl
Unless people are aware of a potential
movement, the group will never gain
support.

Recognition can be accomplished
through a combination of introductory
bulletins, and word-of-mouth advertis-
ing. An introductory statement should
be concise. clear and catchy: explain
the group’s purpose. and give informa-
tion about Lhe initial meeting. The bul-
letins can be posted everywhere—on
walls. supermarkets. offices and dor-

Musicale sets

Melody Musicale will meet at 8 p.m.
on Wednesday. Dec. 14 at the home of
F‘;Il‘};er Cutler, 28252 Tapert in South-
teld.

The meeting will be followed by a
musical program featuring Zelda Keil.
concert pianist, who will play composi-
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eSUPER SPECIALS

Monday

Spanish Steak

Potatoes. foll & butter
Tuesday

. *1.49

VeatCutlet

Potatoes, roll & butler.
Wednesday

Spaghetuwith Mat Sauce

ALL YOU CAN EAT..............

the

$1.49
..51.49

o RESTAURANT 476

SPECIALS

include baked
Potato, Texas Toast
and Salad Bar

RIB EYE STEAK

ENCORE "

gressional actions. Elected officials
can also inform groups of potential
legivlative efforts, as well as provide
contacts with sympathetic politicians.

The Freedom of Information Act is
an additional resource. The act out-
lines the guidelines for obtaining
access to federal documents. and
should be carefully studied.

SINCE MEMBERS of Congress are
instrumental in passing legislation. the
records of key Senators and Represen-

Dec. 14 meet

tions by Bach, Chopin and Beethoven.
Refreshments will be served and
guest are welcome.

For further information call Esther
Cutler at 356-0810 or Louise Lazarus at
547-0168.
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9 Dilferent Fixings
Four Great Drassings
A Meal in its Own Right

- )
MONDAY IS SENIOR CITIZENS' DAY
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CHOPPED STEAK DINNER
BREADED VEAL CUTLET

$1.A9

$1.4¢
N.Y. PETITE STRIP DINNER 31.79
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tatives should be examined. Make it a
habit to check the voting records of
state representatives as well. When
upcoming legislation is to be debated,
the group will have an idea of which
representatives they can count on for
support. Lobbying “targeted™ individ-
uals is more feasible than trying to
contact every representative.

Specific projects of the group can
take a variety of forms. Committees
can be set up to assist individual
efforts, Making phone calls, writing
letters, and visiting influential officials
are some suggestions. Send represen-
tatives of the movement to speak to
unions, service clubs, and other action
groups; contacts with potential
alliances may be very rewarding.
Sponsoring public meetings with
informed guests can perform a useful
service and increase support for the
group. Through questions and
answers, the hesitant and uncertain
can be persuaded to join.

All avenues of media should be pur-
sued Press releases to major news-
papers can inform many subscribers.
A witty guest editorial can attract
widespread coverage. A press confer-

ence in an exceptional too! for commu-
nication if a prominent individual or
politician can endorse the group.
Advertising on television, though
effective, is very costly.

As exposure increases, the group
must be able to adapt to expanded
A nucleus of i
and devoted staffworkers can help
maintain the basic framework of the
organization. A full-time nucleus
requires salaries. Funds must be
raised to support the group of core
organizers and to finance various

projects.

SEVERAL fundraising options can
be employed. Requiring each member
to pay dues is both simple and equi-
table. Walk-a-thons and solicitation
efforts can add extra funds. As the
group becomes popular, contributions
may provide the bulk of operating
expenditurev.

With a stable and continuous source
of funds, the group is secure to explore
other avenues of advocacy. Public
hearings (legal and administrative)
are excellent opportunities for a repre-
sentaqive of the to testify.

Since all testimony becomes public
record, it should be well-prepared.
Extensive research is necessary, as
well as a concise articulate
presentation.

Organizing a group requires energy

and hard work. There are no short-
cuts or success formulas. But. the
potential for achievement is
immensely rewarding if the ideas are
solid. the publicity widespreak and the
members committed.
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plete, wet bar,

ROCHESTEH 3 acres with roomy 4 bed-
room Colonial. 4 full baths, striking Call-
fornia Driftstone fireplace in family room,
private library, finished recreation room,
office, Central Alr, and ...! 651-8850.
$119,800.

NORTH WOODS retreat with lake privi-
leges on sandy beach. 4 b
baths plus 30" x 20" family room, 21" x
14’ den with fireplace, 22' kitchen com-
slate foyer.
Bloomfield. Value. 626-9100. $99,900.

BEAUTIFUL FRANKLIN Ranch on quiet
acreage. Completely remodeled, better
than new. 4 bedrooms, 2% baths, family
room, 2 fireplaces, lovely new kitchen,

* Salad Bar-with the 4
The best M ﬁm‘s?mam?l Ba’r;d-mF X0 oW
in news . i Fatines "
and views 26707 W. Warren
. Déarborn Heights 274-0060
will come =
your way i )
when you u N
ead e | ¥ gUperb
Fecentic | seafood
twice H i
';‘ REAL DOWN EAST FEASTS
we6k|y ‘;’ CA:%?!:‘SLZHFEISOEUR SPECIALTIES.
H

huge
626-9100. $118,800.

BUILDER’'S SHOWPLACE. Custom 5 bed-
room, 5 bath Colonial. 60° x 30" 2-level
wood deck overlooks pool and stream.
Huge family room has professional 15
wet bar with 4 refrigerators. Central Air, 2
fireplaces, etc. 647-5950. $174,900.

rooms, 2%

In West

FAIRWAYS VIEWS, Lake anlleges. Blg.
executive Ranch with total appeal. 2
solid brick-wall fireplaces in Ilvlng room
and in family room with
cathedra! ceiling. Delightful garden room,
Central Air. 647-5950. $96,500.

PALATIAL 5 bedroom Colonial in Rnch‘
ester’s prize Christian Hills. Over 3300
sq. ft. include 3% baths, 24" x 22’ living

room,

family room with wet

bar, nice recreation room, Central Air. On i
near acre. 651-8850. $123,900.

.

baths,
nance
cover. Privacy.

LARGE PIE-SHAPED LOT enhances this
handsome Lathrup Village home. Center-
Pass hall, family room, 4 bedrooms, 22
orch and complelely mainte-
ree, in-ground pool with solar
57-6700. $79,400.

fireplace in

LOVE IS this Potomac Village Ranch with

appeallng, open floor plan.
mily room and breakfast
nook with cathedral-beamed cellings and
doorwalls to deck. Recreation room, Cen-
tral Air. 626-3100. $88,300.

‘ree-standing

CONDOMINIUM LUXURY in Rochester's :
ulira Fairwood Villa. "
include 26' x 23' family room, den and
recreation rooms with wet bars, 2 big .
bedrooms, 2% baths plus fireplace, Cen- It
tral Air, lovely decor. 651-8850. $96,900.

T

Oversized rooms

more. 683-8800. $83,500.

ONE OWNER home in top Troy neighbor-
hood. Centrat Air, first fioor laundry con-
venlence, gas grill on patio, garage open-
ers plus natural fireplace in family room,
4 bedrooms, 2% baths, slate foyer, much

bedrooms,

6700. $84,500.

EXCELLENCE in a 3200 s
Highlights include Master
library, fireplaced family
room, Central Air,” underground sprink-
lers and other top quality extras. 557-

. ft. Colonial.
uke. 3 other

IMMACULATE 4 bedroom Quad-level
home offers nicely panelled family room,
comfortable dining room, built-ins, spa-
clous basement withetalrs to patio and
rustic stockade fencing. Inspect this one.

557-6700. $63,900.

A MUST SEE. Blg 4 bedroom Ranch with
cathedeal-beamed cellings in open 19
kitchen, living and dining rooms and in
family room with doorwall to porch. Two
full baths, fireplace. Walk to Birmingham
schools. 646-6000. $69,900.

700. $58,

© BIRMINGHAM
6466000

* BLOOMFIELD HILS
647-5950 . -

© WEST BLOOMHELD—
FARMINGTON HIUS
626-9100

NEW CONDOMINIUM is prize West
Bloomfield Community. End unit with pri-
vacy and size of a house. 2 large bed-
rooms, 2% baths, family room, 26’ x 14
living room, fireplace, wood deck, Cen-
tral Air. 626-9100. $87,900.

IDyLuc SETTING with tall shade trees
and 3 bedroom Ranch home. Featured
are a large family room, dining room, 2
baths and all appliances. May we show
guu lhrou%h this lovely home. Call 557-

o ROCHESTER
651-8850



