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O&E All-Area Football Team

By MARTY BUDNER

Led by the unanimous selection of
Orchard Lake St. Mary's outstanding
quarterback, Jim Paciorek, the 1977
Observer & Eccentric all-area football
team is one of the most talented
squads ever.

In a coverage area where two of
Michigan's four best football teams
reside, this year's first squad is com-
posed of 24 players representing 11
schools. The highest number of first-
team all-stars (six) are from unde-
feated class-A champion Birmingham
Brother Rice. and two more from
class-C titlist St. Mary's.

Following is a brief player profile of
each first-team member:

OFFENSIVE LINE

Mark Schulte: The 5-11, 190-pound
senior was a three-year starter for
North Farmington. In the season's
first six games, he played both ways
and was a member of all the speciality

teams.

John Parker: Parker (6-1. 195) was
a co-captain of Southfield-Lathrup and
referred to by coach Darrell Harper as
the best center in the school's history.
‘The senior lineman was a good blocker
and a team sparkplug.

Mike Godfrey: A offensive tackle
for Lathrup, Godfrey (6-4, 210).had
excellent quickness for a big man. The
senior transfer student from Miama,
Fla., was also a defensive starter.

Dan Bertelson: Bertelson (64, 230)
is a 3.4 honor student who went both
ways for Birmingham Groves. The all-
Meti burban Activities Association
{MSAA) player was the team's best
offensive lineman this season, accord-
ing to coach Bill Rankin.

Bob VanGorder: A three-year
starter and captain for West
Bloomfield, VanGorder (6-2, 225-pound
senior) was an all-Greater Oakland
Activities League (GOAL) player for
the past two years.

OFFENSIVE ENDS

Brad Bache: The 6-3. 180-pound sen-
ior caught 56 passes in the past two
years for Farmington Harrison. This

JIM ALLOR

Top coaches:

By DAVID SAUNDERS

It comes as no surprise that two
coaches in the Observer and Eccentric
area were named coach-ofthe-year
l.ogether Both won football champion-

And without a doubt, or any second
thoughts, the area coaches named
Orchard Lake St. Mary coach Art
Paddy and Birmingham Brother Rice
coach Al Fracassa coaches-of-the-
year.

Both coaches directed their teams to
identical 12-0 records and state cham-

ionships. Paddy led his team to an
|mpresswa Class C champmnshlp

cassa’s Warriors won the Qi
championship.

Art Paddy, the Eaglets coach for the
last five years, and their basketball
coach for four years, will not be back

at Orchard Lake St. Mary next year, it
was learned Frida;

“1 reached my decision before the

year, Harrison's most valuable player
caught 38 passes for 782 yards (20.6
average) and six touchdowns.

Marty Martinez: Only a junior, Mar-
tinez (6-1, 135) caught 47 passes for 710
yards total. Six of his receptions went
for touchdowns.

OFFENSIVE BACKFIELD

Jim Paciorek: The most outstanding
credential for this talented senior is
that he scored 25 touchdowns via rush-
ing for Orchard Lake this year. Pacio-
rek (6-3, 197) completed 68 per cent of

S passes.

Bill Eberhart: Eberhart broke eight
school records for Birmingham
Groves, including most yards rushing
by one player (1,687). The junior run-
ning back scored 21 touchdowns this
year. including three in one game

agai T,
Rob Ambrose: The senior captain
for Detroit Country Day, Ambrose (6-
1, 185) threw for more than 1,000 yards
as he completed 70 of 123 passes. Ten
his passes went four touchdowns,
while he scored five himself by rush-

ing.

Jon English: English (62, 175)
threw for 1,359 yards as a quarterback
for Brother Rice, including 11 that
went for touchdowns. The 16-year-old
junior completed 99 passes and ran for
six touchdowns.

DEFENSIVE LINE

Jim Allor: A senior nose-guard for
Brother Rice, Allor (59, 160) was the
leading Rice tackler and had 157 first

hits. The Warrior tri-captain was an
all-Catholic League selection.

Gary Zatkoff: Zatkoff had 76 first
hits and was the “inspirational"
leader of the Brother Rice defensive
unit. Zatkoff is a 6-2, 180-pound senior.

Dave Ramsey: Ramsey (5-11, 180)
was one of the top defensive players in
GOAL this fall. The West Bloomfield
lineman was the team's defensive
leader in 11 categories and was the
leader on the punt teams.

John Ballkorn: Ballhorn (6-3, 240)
was a senior defensive tackle, voled
all-MSAA for Southfield-Lathrup, The
Chargers’ lineman was the key player

ED LYNCH
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for a defense that allowed just is
Koltz: The 5-11, 190-pound senior was
the most valuable
Chris Koltz: The 5-11, 190-pound sen-
ior was the most valuable player for
North Farmington, Among his creden-
tials are two quarterback sacks, two
blocked passes and three fumble

recoveries.

DEFENSIVE BACKFIELD: Tony
Smith: Smith (6-1, 220 was an all-
state class B player for Auburn
Heights Avondale. The senior is con-
sidered by coach Rick Brewer to be
the best defensive player in Avon-
dale’s history.

Rich Butler: A senior, Butler (62,
190) was a three-year starter for
Walled Lake Central. He led the teams
in tackling assists from his linebacker
position.

Les Garrett: Garrett (6-2, 207) was
voted the most valuable player in the
MSAA this year for Groves. A senior,
he recovered six fumbles, had three
quarterback sacks and holds six indi-
vidual and team records.

Mike Haffey: A senior, Haffey (58,
160) was one of Rice's top defensive
players with 52 hits and five inter-
ceptions. He was considered one of the
best athletes on the team by his

coaches.

Bob Carlini: The 5-10 senior was one
of Orhcard Lake’s best tacklers and
pass defenders., Coach Art Paddy
called him second only to Paciorek on
defense.

Marty Bona: Bona, a senior, was a

TONY SMITH

{(FNC

two-year starter for Farmington who
had 18 career interceptions. The all-
conference player had 55 tackles.

Ed Lynch: Lynch is a 5-11, 200-pound
junior whn averaged 43 yards a punt
for Brother Rice. His longest was a 63-
yarder in the class A championship
game against Portage Central.

KICKI

Brett Homovac: Farmington Harri-
son's soccer-style senior kicker had
four field goals—the longest a 47-
yarder. He also kicked 52 of 55 extra

*77 grid picks

Ottcasive Hpe: Mark Schulte, North Farmington:

Joha Parker, Southlield-Lathivp: Mike Godirey.

foaitieldLaibrp, Dan, Bertesen, Birmingham
b VanGorder, West Bloomfield

Ofteaive cxds: Brad Bache, Farmington Harn.
so0; Marty Martinez, Birmingham Brother Rice.

leastve BackBeld: Jim Paciorek. Orchard Lake
Py Mary: Bill Ebertart, Birmingham Groves Rob
Ambeose, Country D

ay; Jon Engluh, Bir-
ingrar: Breter Ao

Defeasive Jim Allor, Birmingham Beother
P i o g
Ramsey. West Blocmiield: Jorn Ballborn. Southlietd.
Latbup; Chris Koltz, North Farmington

ral:

Groves: Mike afley, Birming.
: Bod Carlini. Orehacd Lake SL.
Mary: Musty Bona, Farmaingice.

Puuter: Ed Lynch, Birmingham Brother Rice.
Brest Homovac, Farmlagtan Harrisen.

SECOND TEAM
Offensive liae: Mike McGowan, Birmingham
Brother Rice: Jim N!ll Auburn Heights Avondale,
Mark Merlo, Rochester: Mike Mortensen. Troy
Athens; Dan Hurtibise, Bllmlnx)um Groves.

feuive ends: Brian Kurkowski. Troy bens:
Mike Vogt. Birmingham G

Qtfesiee backiild: Bruce Beatey. Troy Abens:
Malt 0 Connor.Birminghsm Rice; Jim
Jagels. Rochesier; Hark aher Baariied iy

Defeasive Use: Paul Lips. Facmington. Mite
Fournler,
Bloornliek

id: Wmm& Soothfeld Lathrp. Dave
Dilley, Farmington Harrisor

Defemsive backfield: Pete Lambert, Farmingion
"Arﬁn ke Montemurri,  Southfield-Latbrup:

Hughes. North Farmingten: Steve Whitten.
Bromntias s Aocover Pass Babcock, Bieming.
‘ham Brother Rice

Paster: Mark Thomgaon, North Farmington
Kicker: Tim Quinn: North Farmington

Heoerable mesticas: Jack Maran, Chns Whitfield.
Rochester Adams; Bill Herde, Jim Price. Jim Hall,

3 riman. rr. T
Athens; Cary Chapman, Phil Konopitski, Gary
Jotns, John Janes. Aumm Heights Avondale. Mike
Heary, Tony Asher. ¥sit O'Connar, John Basiord,
Baian Swansc, Birminghara Brother Rice.

Brias Varmum, Jett Jokasen. Musk Zabl. Kﬂ.ul

4, “oct, sef umnu
Fermiagisa; Sicve Clewe, Briss uma
Rariza, Briss Placha, Birmlegham G

Keawiord, Rick Doach, Seka Sorge. Bead Comevn:
S WA Bloomld s Lokt

Bk, Mark B L , Jefl Pet-
Filler Gury Rrses, o Praybylawicz, West
Blescafield

Coatheraftheyens: Al Fracuss. Brmingham
Brother Rice: Art Paddy, Orchard Lake St. Mary.

BOB CARLINI

Jm PACIOREK

Rice’s Fracassa, OLSM’s Paddy

first football game, " said Paddy. “But
1 didn'l want the kids to be playing for
the coa

Paddy was hired five years ago to

direct the Orchard Lake basketball
squad, and took over the football posi-
tion after it was vacated.

“Football coaching was a sideline
thing for me,” san'l Paddy, whose
main interest is coaching basketball.

“Now I'm going to look for a basket-
ball coaching position. I'd sure like to
find & job somewhere—l don't feel like
retiring yet.

PADDY HAS been given numerous
post season honors in his 32 years of
coaching. In 196869, Paddy was
named the Eccentric coach-of-the-year
in both basketball and football. He
directed his West Bloomfield basket-
ball team to the Class B semiinals
that year. Paddy, who teaches at West
Bloomfield, coached its basketball and
football teams for 16 years.

“I appreciate the honor,” said

’

Paddy. “It’s always nice for the ego.
“I've always been lortunale to have
sood players,” he said. ““We only had
three starters on the offense back this
year, and three on defelse so the kids
matured tremendot

Paddy's Class C champumshlp team
was quarterbacked by senior Jim
Paciorek, a unanimous choice for the
Eccentric team. Paciorek was given
AllState honors and was a United
Press lnlemalmnal All-American
selection.

JUST LIKE his counterpart, Al Fra-
cassa also has an All-Stater at quar-
terback in junior Jon English. English
teamed up with junior Marty Marti-
nez, 1o be prabably one of the most
successful passing combinations in the
state this year,

In Fracassa’s nine years as Bmther
Rice head coach, he has directed the
team to six Catholic League tilles and
two state championships.

¥,

Fracassa has built more than a state
championship at Brother Rice. He has
built a dynasty. He has developed a
program that demands respect from
any coach.

Fracassa had a defense that was
labeled “the termites.” He had an
sffense that did what they were sup-
posed to do, score more points than
the other team.

At the beginning of the season,
before the first kick-off, Fracassa said
that he was going to win them all. This
is what he leamed from his college
coach, the great Duffy Daugherty.
Fracassa was a quarterback for Mich-
igan State Unwemly during Daug-
I'enysﬁrsmrin

Fracassa’s team may ‘ot have been
2s talented &s his 1974 challlplmshlp
team. But they had the heart and
chsiretogoumandbeuleverymuyn
challenge lhlséfaced Those
intangihles




