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By LYNN ORR

‘There isn't a train she wouldn't take,
no matter where it’s going, says Helen

And the figurative train is going to
Washington D.C. next spring where
the 88-year-old Farmington Hills resi-
dent will spend two weeks as a cog-
gressional intern.

As far as she knows, she’s the only
Michigan person plaming to take part
in the senior citizen intern program,
thanks to her daughter's prodding.

“My daughter kept writing me from
Connecticut about the program and
that I should get into it,” Mrs. Cope
explains. After discovering her con-
gressman wasn’t interested, Mrs.
Cope sent a copy of the program to
Senator Robert Griffin's office along
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with a letter expressing her interest.

Griffin was i , and Mrs.
Cope now finds herself hoping the
internship coincides with the cherry
blossom festival, as well as giving her
a better idea about legislation of inter-
est to the elderly. She also has plans to
work with senior citizens at Mercy
Center on a consulting basis after the
Washington internship.

“Perhaps I can listen to their prob-
lems and suggest solutions,” says the
former Detroit social worker. She's
further preparing for consultation
work by taking a course in income tax
management through the American
Association of Retired Persons, a
group she particularly respects.

DISPENSE with the term senior
citizen around Mrs. Cope. She's a

SAY “Merry Christmas™ with beautiful
Sfurniture gifts for the home.

Mini Silver Chest. Mahogany Veneers and imported hardwoods.
Four drowers fitted with Anlique brass pulls. Silver cloth inserts. Top
17 x 13" x 35" high. Foctory Cleseout Reg. $259.50 Now while
they last

retired person, she maintains.

“I think it's rather a demeaning
expression, you think of senior citizens
as those people who go around just
trying to fill in time—not taking part
in anything themselves.

“But the AARP is really accom-
plishing something. They're politically
active and that makes a difference."

Mrs. Cope is more than politically
active—she’s unable to count the num-
ber of air hours she’s logged in her
extensive travels to such exotic places
as Tahiti, Australia, the Middle East,
Alaska, Hawaii and Europe. And she
comes by her wanderlust naturally.

1 think I got it from my father. He
was a railroad man before he game to
the University of Michigan and took up
medicine,” she explains. Both she and
her late husband traveled extensively.

once spending three weeks on the
ocean without seeing ancther ship.

Displayed prominertly in her apart-
ment living room is a map outlining
“The Travels of Helen G. Cope,” and
the red lines crisscross the globe with
one exception she’s hoping to add in
February.

“I'm finally going to South America,
starting in Lima, Peru,” says the
sprightly woman, who may be travel-
ing on her own for 22 days through
Argentina, Chile and Brazil. Traveling
is obviously her first love, although
one daughter, thrée stepchildren, 12
grandchildren, and one great-grand-
child keep her busy. As for the cookie-
making grandmather role, she’s not
ready for it.

“I've done things for others for so
many years that I want to do things
for myself now,” she says.

As a social worker in Detroit from
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Television production classes will be
beld on Saturdays for the frist time at
the Orchard Ridge Campus of Oakland
Community College starting in Janu-
ary. The special all-morning Saturday
offering is designed to make the col-
lege's full-cedit broadcast production
laboratory available to teachers,
media specialists and others who work
during the week.

Enrollment for COM 156. Broadcast
Lab, is limited to 16 students. The

Dial Santa

Once again Farmington residents
have a direct line to Santa Claus at the
North Pole.

Santa will be taking calls Monday
through Friday, Dec 14 to 21, from 4:30
10 6:30 p.m. The number to call is 478-
TOYS for this year's Santa
Connection.

1925-50, she's seen dramatic changes
in the system, especially in the federal
government's role, which is another
reason why she remains politically
active through the Women's Republi-
can Association, she explains. She's
also busy with the First Preshyterian
Church of Farmington, the Friends of
the Library, the Detroit Founder's
Society and the Metropolitan Opera.

Last week on a particularly snowy
day, she was preparing to go Christ-
mas shopping. When it was suggested
thal it just might be a good day to stay
i;mide. she immediately denounced the
idea.

“A little snow doesn't bother me,”
she sai

saig.

Watch out, Washington, this is one
retired person who isn't about to settle
for lunch at the White House in place
of hard legislation.

OCC schedules TV

three-credit-hour class will meet from
9 a.m.-12 noon for 15 weeks beginning
Jan. 14. The class will be conducted in
the television studio on the Orchard
Ridge Campus.

Students will learn basic non-engi-
neering TV production skills as cam-
era operators. floor managers. floor
assistants. artists. audio operators.
VTR operators, lechnical directors.
directors, editors and producers. They
also appear as air talent in class- gen-
erated exercises and productions.

“This is an experimental offering."
says Ted Rancont. professor of com-
munications, “that could lead to more
weekend scheduling if the response is
positive. We assume the Saturday
class will attract adults in the commu-
nity who have an interest in or
involvement with media. But the class
is also open to our regular students. so
we don't know exactly what to

At 88, her train’s bound for Washington

Helen Cope

course

REGISTRATION WILL BE HELD
Jan. 46 with late registration through
Jan. 13. For more information, call
476-3400.
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Very Special Values from Wiggs:

EthanAllen Gallery |

Gifts that
never leave home!

We know the way to a child’s heart this Christmas. With toy cars and trucks, music boxes and such...all chosen with
SFA's discerning eye for quality. From the leit:
child* name printed on the shiny green ribbon of our exclusive hand knitted Christmas
stocking. In red, white and green acrylic, topped with our own SFA bution;'9.50. SFA™s
old-fashioned wooden truck is really a bank for his pennies, nickels, dimes and o
forth;*11. Corgi's especially miniature hero-mobiles: Batman and Robin's Batcopter and
Batmobile, Starsky and Hutch's and Kojak's police cars, and the new James Bond Lotus.
6.50. Wind up our musical Santa and watch the dancing elves spin round; *13. Now
that’s how Christmas shines merry. These, just part of our delightful collection of

toys and games for espedially good little girls and boys. Toy Colfections.
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Troy Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge
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7" h. Reg. $12.9!

12%" h. Reg. $37.95 B
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Give your home a special gift
family can share and enjoy

ure year after year. Our gallery 1s brimming with debighttut
specially priced Ethan Allen giits These are a few of our

B. Our solid oak Library Steps are stepping aut
room, den. Three fine-lumiture fiers. popular for displaying plants or any
decorative objects. 42" h. Reg. $169.50

C. Brass lrish Bowl of a thousand talents Fil it with frut, candies, flowers
fioaling in water, Chrisimas Iree balls 5" h Reg $34 95

D. Braas Planter, perfect for greenery or flowers Hand-crafted satd brass
5 . .

E. Hurricane Chamberstick of gleaming brass For romantic candlehgnt

F. Temple Jar . . . a gift from the East in glowing brass. Conversalion
Piece for table, mantel. curio cabinet 14™ h. Reg. 54.50

it 5:30
.
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something the whole
a gift that will give pleas:

A. Clock
Barometer two-
some in sokd knoty

and

pine answers
all your clock and
weather questions
Baliery operated
21%" n Reg
599 50

Sale $79.50.

it stock s
depleted
can special
order at
Sale Prces!'

we

10 wing room, family
Sale $129.50.
Sale $29.95.
Sale §10.95.
Sale $33.95.

Sale $44.95.
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