Mercy cops crown

By TOM BAER

After three years of title-less frus-
tration—having a good team and
advancing all the way lo the state
finals only to lose the big games—
Farmington Our Lady of Mercy's
girls' basketball_team shook off its
second-best stigma in devastating
fashion Saturday with a resounding 63-
52 win over Detroit Mumford in the A
final at Michigan State’s Jenison
Fieldhouse.

“There's three years of satisfac-
tion,” said Larry Baker. who has
endured two of the last three touma-
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Many Mercy players have been var-
sity material for the last three years,
so they werent about to melt under

ment as Mercy's
coach.

Last year, Marquette High spoiled
Merey's title dreams in the firials. In
197, Detroit Northeastern played the
spoiler. Detroit Dominican beat Mercy
in the 1974 title game.

[ feel so good ! can't believe it.”
said Baker. who guided Mercy to a
perfect 250 season. **] think if we lost
this game. I'd have crawled into a hole
and died.”

On paper. Mercy's victory over
Mumford was one-wo-three: Expe-

rience: good outside shooting: and a
devastating full-court press, which
turned things around for Mercy in the
second quarter.

LR

pressure. Mercy shot 60.9

per cent from the field, and 5-foot-8

forward Diane Dietz and 56 guard

Swzanne Brown were especially effec-

tive at shooting over Mumford's
defense.

As for the press. it “turned around
the whole momentum of the game™ in
Baker's words in the second quarter
when Mumford, leading 25-16. seemed
ready to blow Mercy out.

“Qur kids were really happy to go to

\the press,” said Baker. whose girls
became ballhawks, causing more than
a few of Mumford's 23 turnovers.

Kalie McNamara, Mercy's tallest
player at 5-10 came up with a surpris-
ing five steals, four coming on

Mercy's Deanne Banfield {33) drives against Thurston.

Northville beats HHS
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inbounds passes. Dietz and substitute
Gretchen Larges each came up with
four steals.

Mumford, running and gunning in
true Detroit Public Schoo! League
fashion, took a 16-10 lead after the first
quarter, and upped the lead to nine
(2516) midway through the second
uarter.

But Mercy tumed things around on a
McNamara 3-point play, and Dietz
stole the ball on the next throw-in and
passed to Brown for a layup.

Mumford led by just three points, 34-
31 at the half.

Mercy finally took the lead 43-42, as
Dietz hit a 15-foot jump shot in the
third quarter. From then on, it was
press hard on defense and shoot well
on offense.

McNamara, who's sure to be a
standout in college, led all scorers
with 21 points. Brown and Dietz added
15 and 14 respectively. Larges, a jun-
ior, showed some fine ballhandling
skills in addition to hustling on the

press.

Michelle Grier, Mumford's out-
standing guard, had 17 points for the
losers. Debra Walker, who was play-
ing very carefully with four fouls in
the second half, scored 18 points and
pulled down 16 rebounds.

Mumford controlled the boards, 36-

.

“We had a hieght advantage, but
that’s when they're all standing on the
ground,” Baker said. **As soon as the
Mumford girls jumped, Lhere goes our
advantage.”

Mumford finished at 19-2 on the
year — both losses at the hands of
Mercy.

Mercy beat a good Grand Blanc
team, 6155, in the semifinals last
Friday at Lansing Eastern High
School. Mumford beat Saginaw High,
6360, in the other Class A semifinal
last Friday.

MERCY 01 — MUMFORD 52

MERCY (89) — Katle McNamara 9, 34. 21: Disne
Dietz . 00, 14; Des Lymn

= Mercy W. Mumiord 12.

TOTAL FOULS
FOULED OUT: Walker (DM
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Falcons lose in overtime

Livonia Stevenson nudged past
 Farmington High. 55-53. in overtime
last Friday in an 18ter-Lakes League
game al Farmington. The defeat lefl
coach Rich Roy's team with a (-1 over-
all record.

Stevenson took a two point lead at
halftime (27-25). The Farmington Fal-
con’s good shooting in the third and
fourth quarters with 12 points in each
only tied the game. Stevenson
clenched the victory in overtime, add-
ing six points to Farmington's four.

Farmington outscored Stevenson
from the field. 24 to 22. The Falcon's
high scorer was Greg Kuhalien with 12
points. all from the floor. Rick MeKib-
bon added 11

Stevenson’s Jeff Hall scored a game-
high 13 points followed by teammates
Jim Spala and Dave Hall with 11 and
10 respectively.

Farmington hosts North Farmington
and Harrison high schools and Redford
Union tonight (Dec. 191 and Tuesday
in the Christmas tournament. Action
begins at 7 p.m. with a second game at
8:30 p.m.

NORTHVILLE — HARRISON

Despite Harrison's Scott Hendries
scoring @ game-high 26 points, North-
ville defeated Harrison. 7870, last
Friday on Harrison's court in a West-
em Six League game. The loss
brought Harrison's overall record to 0-
4.

L STEVENSON 35 — FARMINGTON $1

LIVONIA STEVENSON (55) ~ Jim Spala S,

11 4, 25 10, Larey Bundas 2. 00, &

el Hall 6. 13, 13; Art Wendt 3,
.58,

FARMINGTON t53) — Jim Bobey 4. I-1. 0; Mike
Bush 3.1:2.7; Kevin Delp 1. 00. 2. Joe Houska 1. 00.
2. Dave Koealg |, 24, 4, Jerry Krist 3, 00. & Greg
en & 1. 12 Rick McKibbon S, 1. 31
TOTALS: 24,51, 83

TOTAL FOULS — Farmingion 22, Stevenson 12
FOULED OUT: Bobey (F)
STEVENSON
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NORTHVILLE 18 — HARRISON 7%

NORTHVILLE HIGH (73) — Joon Horwath 10, I
u; Wright 7. $1.. 19: Doug Harding 4, 14, 3:
Mark

Norton 3, -1, 1§:
Hooth2.33,7; .15, 3; M. Coayoum-
jian 0.22. 1; Greg Suskow ., Brian Prom 0, 1+
2.1: Brian Turmball 1, 60, 2 TOTALS: 31, 1634, 78

FARMINGTON HARRISON (78) — Don Behringer
134, 5; Paul Butkunes 3, 1-2.7: Joha Cable 1.00.2;
Pat Driscoll 1, 3, 4; Scait Hendriea 10, 6.4, 25; Peie.
Lambert 1, 12, 3: Al Shay 3. 22, &; Scatt Stotelmyer
+ 1. 1 Jobin Teumant 1, Dave Tumaquist 5. 1-
211 TOTALS: 2, 1.3, 3.,

TOTAL FOULS — Harrison 8. Noribwille 1.
u FOULED OUT: Tumquist (FH).
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Northville got off to a strong lead
when it put 20 points on the scoreboard
in the first quarter. It kept up its
shooting tirade adding 21 points in both
the third and fourth quarters.

The Harrison Hawks were never
able to grab the lead. even with 21
points in the final quarter.

Coach Mike Teachman's leam
showed their strength from the floor,
shooting 46 per cent. but Northville
topped themn with 55 per cent.

Harrison’s Scott Hendries scored his
26 points with 10 field goals and six of
eight free throws. Dave Turnquist fol-
lowed with 11 points. 10 from the floor.

Top scorer for Northville was John
Jorwath with 21 poirits, Teammate
Peter Wright added 19.

to play in the Christmas Tournament.
The first game begins at 7 p.m. fol-
lowed by a second game at 8:30 p.m.

FRANKLIN—-N.FARMINGTON

Livonia Franklin was unable to get
an effective offense going against
North Farmington Friday and fell in a
Northwest Suburban League basket-
ball contest, 79-60.

North Farmington hetd leads of 19-8,
at the end of the first quarter, 38-24 at
the intermission, and 58-39 at the end
of the third period

John Zannis with 18 points, Jim Wil-
son with 12, and Chris Baker with 10
led the Patriots’ offensive attack in the
defeat.

Fouls hurt the Patriots during the

Harrison travels to F i High
Schoo! tonight (Dec. 19) and Tuesday

game, as they collected 27, while
North F i was charged with
2.

Hawk wrestlers
pin loss on Mott

Farmington Harrison's wrestling
team evened its overall record at 44
with a 52-12 victory over Waterford
Mott last Wednesday in the Westem
Six League opener far bath teams.

Coach Dick Cook’s Harrison team,
which won 10 of the 13 weight classes,
has two unbeaten wrestlers in Kevin
Suetterlin (105 pounds) and Pat Pala-
jac (119). Suetterlin, a senior, went 30
with a pin over Eric Pelton in 1:32.
Palajac is 11-0 with a 132 decision
aver Kraig Allen.

Fred Blackmer, Harrison's 178
pounder, lifted his record to 10-1 by
piming Rick Hendershott in'1:25. Har-
rison’s Jeff Bernia had been unde-
feated until he lost a 62 decision to
Mott's Charlie Wyart.

In another meet, Westland John
Glenn heavyweight Jerome Robinson
pinned North Farmington’s Mark
Greenbury in 5:04 to break a 29-all tie
and give Glenn a 3529 victory last
Thursday in the Northwest Suburban
League. North is 21 overall and 0-1 in
the NSL.

North’s Cotter brothers, John and
Jim, both have perfect records this
season. John, a serior, is 70 after his

D)

pirning of Scott Swain in 5:57. Jim, a
junior, also recorded his seventh-
straight with a 63 decision over
Mickey Bauer.

North senior Jim Sudkamp has a 6-0-
1 individual record, drawing with
Glenn's Jerry Cook, 2-2. .

HARRISON $2-MOTT 12

ceastan (Harrison) pinned
Eric Lockhard, 145—Kevin Suetteclin ()
pimed Eric Pehon, 1:32 12—PbU Palsjac (H)
pinned Tony Rudolph, 1:44; 11~Pat Palajac (H)
decisioned Kralg Allen, 152; $t6—~Charlle

182
(Waterford Mott) declloned Jeff Bérnia, 63; 132—

X3

) pinned ‘Henderaholt,

1:25; 19—Kurt Sokoll (WM) defeated Rob Fawcett

defadt, 3:42; MEAVYWEIGHT—BUI Kielts (H)
decisioned Mark Vanie. ¢:2.

GLENN 15-N. FARMINGTON 10

Mercy’s Katie McNamara (i5) shoots against Thurston in last Thursday's quarterfinal game. (Staff
photos by Gary Friedman)

‘A man has the right to know
what goes into the Scotch he drinks?

~Sur James Buchansm

“At The House of Buchanan.
we still believe and blend as

“Together they combine to
make Buchanans 12 the 1 2vearold
blended Scotch with ‘s heart of
Highland whiskies'.

“For no other singhe-makes
but Highlands are used in
Buchanan’s 12.

“If you choose to sample e,

my grandfather did.
"It is a family tradition.
“A macter of family pride.
“Pride in the excellence
" of the blend which bears my
grandfather's name and mine,
Buchanan’s 12 a1

Bulmenr you will find it as it was when
it began:

"Subtle.

“Lighe.

“Buc wich tempered mellov:

Gl Elgm |

ress in both body and bauquet
“Ianyour country. it i dearly
priced.
“And in very limited supph.
“Because we neither can, nor
will, mass produce the Scotch that
bears my grandfather’s name.
“And mine."

v fames Buchanam tLond Kinlovengion)
1399 198% Fuunder f The Howe of Buchimm

“That is why, unlike any
premium blended Scotch whisky
ever sold in America, we take
pride in naming the principal
single makis which, among other
exceptional whiskics, go into
our blend.
“If you know fine Scotch,
you will recognize them all
“And fully appreciate why
the whiskies sclected combine
10 set Buchanan’s 12 apart.
“The selection is choice.
“Limited to 12 Ideals’.
“Each the product of an
old, establjshed and well
respected distllery.
. "Each and cvery onc. from
Balmenach through Teaninich,
s a Highland whisky.

Cragganmore and
Dailuaine, are cher-
ished products of the
famed Glenlivee region.

Buchanan’s 12. The Blend of Ideals,

Blended Scotch Whisky 86.8 Proof; Heublein, Inc. Hartford, Conn.
‘ §




