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Ex-DJ forsakes rock

Lee Alan doesn’t dance

By CARL STODDARD

His name was Lee Alan and for a
while in the 1960's he was one of the
top disc jockeys at WXYZ radio in
Southfield. He introduced a whole gen-
eration of Detroiters to the sounds of
the Supremes. Stevie Wonder and
others that popularized the Motown
sound.

But Lee Alan wanted to do more
than sandwich his voice between
records and do remote broadcasts
from car dealer showrooms.

“I loved it.” he recalls, “but T
looked around and I always had a fear
of waking up one day and being a 50-
year-old disc jockey.

1 wanted to be off the air hy the
ume l was 30. | missed it by a year or

Today Lee Alan Reicheld has his
wish—in a way. The West Bloomfield
Township resident is president of Rei-
cheld Corp.. a Soutffield-based adver-
tising agency with a national clientele.
But radio—and those car dealers—
aren't far away.

Reicheld specializes in radio and
newspaper advertising for car dealers,
and does more than 90 per cent of the
voices for the various radio com-
mercials the agency produces.

REICHELD NEVER intended to
become a radio personality. but radio
nonetheless was an integral part of his
life since he was 11 years old. He was
that old when he gol a job singing at
WJR radio for a live program that was
broadcast across the country.

After graduating from Cooley High
Schoo! in Detroit, he went to Michigan

State University where he studied -

broadcasting and worked with radio
stations.

Detroit and togk a job at WILB. His
budding career was cut short by an
invitation to join the U.S. Army. Typi-
cally, the Army assigned him duties as
a supply clerk in Northfork, Va.

“The duty was good, but [ didn't
have anything to do after five o'clock,
so I went around looking for radio
towers. I found one, asked for a job
and got it.™

When he was mustered out, Lee
came back to Detroit and worked in
several stations before landing a job
as the all-night radio DJ on WKBD. A
year later he was at WKNH and then
in 1961 he joined WXYZ.

HE WAS GIVEN the 7 p.m. to mid-
night slot and fotnd himself a sort of
unofficial spokesman- for the early
1960s generation.

It happened- to be just the right
shift,” he admits. “If anyone was
going to know you, that was the time."

Young adults and teenagers tuned in
to listen as the woice of Lee Alan
introduced them to the likes of Diana
Ross, Marvin Gaye, Stevie Wonder
and other Motown discoveries.

In 1967, he left WXYZ to ‘begin a
broadcasting school. The school,
designed to augment fledgling college
broadeast programs, grew to the point
where Reicheld figured he either had
to make a long commitment to it, or
sell it. He sold it to Specs Howard.

Reicheld’s ambition was to start an
ad\'emsmg agency.

*I'vé probably gone on the air (as a
disc jockey) and done more bad adver-
tising than most agencies in this town
produced. I felt there was room for
improvement.”

He began with a desk, a telephone
and a list of names of people he had
met while working in radio. Many of
the people he remembered were
automotive dealers.

Today his company handles the
accounts for 164 car dealers, Specs
Howard School of Broadcast Arts, a
stereo store and the Michigan United
Conservation Qubs.

He is especially proud of his work
with the conservation group. Last
year, when the organization spear-
headed a successful campaign to ban
throwaway beverage bottles and cans,
his agency developed all the statewide
advertising free.of charge.

AUTOMOTIVE DEALERS, how-
ever, are still the bread and butter for
Reicheld’s agency. His accounts
include dealers from Michigan and
from as far away as Fargo, N.D., and
Hamilton, N.J.

Each dealership gets an advertising
program tailored to local needs and
budgets. But many sound very similar.
The similarity is deliberate. One
doesn’t tamper with success, Reicheld

says.

In Detroit. one of Reicheld's first
accounts was with Dexter Chevrolet in
Detroit. The general manager at the
dealership told Reicheld he wanted to
improve the dealer’s sales from a posi-
tion of 20th out of 45 in the Detroif area
to the number one spot.

Reicheld searched through the Yel-
low Pages for ideas and was struck by
the fact that Dexter Chevrolet was the
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‘The Orchard Ridge Campus of Oak-

Lee Alan is still on the air, but rock 'n roll no longer pays the hills,
says the former DJ who spun the discs through the sixties. (Staff

Investment class offered

Cross is
ity

A Southfield businessman accused of
shooting a Royal Oak trucking firm
owner last year on the Orchard Ridge
campus of Oakland Comnunity College
in Farmington Hills has been con-
victed and sentenced in Oakland
County Circuit Court.

Charles Cross was sentenced last
week 10 2'2-10 years in Michigan State
Prison, Jackson for assault with intent
to do great bodily harm less than mur-
der. The charge had been reduced
from attempted murder several
months ago.

Cross’ attorney Clyde Pritchard
argued before Judge Francis O'Brien
that the shooting of William Luke Jor-
dan in September 1976 was an act of
self-defense.

Jordon was fired upon six times with
a .357 revolver as he sat in a parked
car on Oakland Community College’s
Farmington Hills campus.

He was hit in the face. the side and
the arm during the shooting. After-
wards, Jordan managed to return to a
gas station on Twelve Mile and
Orchard Lake Road where he had a
tire repaired about 10 minutes before
the shooting.

Jordan. who owned a Royal Oak
trucking firm was sitting on an
unloaded Browing Automatic, Rifle
painted at the passenger side of the
car when he drove into the station.
ker and registered representative with

only car dealer on Eight Mile Road.
He blended that with the format of an
old radio program, Duffy's Tavern,
and developed a radio advertisement
that is the basis for commercials still
heard today.

In addmon the advertisement is the
grandfather of countless other car
dealer ads heard around the country.
Virtually every dealer Reicheld has
added to his list of accounts is the only
car dealer on some specific road in
that location.

land Community College will offer a
course in basic investment skills at
Birmingham's Seaholme High School
beginning Jan. 12.

The course will concentrate on
stocks, bonds, options, precious
metals, commodities and foreign
investments. It will be taught by John
Trevethan, a licensed commodity bro-

the Bloomfield Hills office of Watling
Lerchan Company.

The class, which runs for 15 weeks.
will meet Thursdays at 7 p.m. Tuition
and fees for the class, Section OE &3,
are $48 for area residents.

.For more information. call OCC Pro-
fessors Adams or Bronstein at 476
8400,

FARMINGTON HILLS Police found
no cartridges in the car and the barrel
of the gun had cob webs in it.

Cross _voluntarily turned himself
over to Farmington Hills Police three
days after the incident. He was later
released on

$100.000 bond by 47th District Court
Judge Michael Hand.

When he was 20, he returned to
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...the stump of a pipe he held in hie teeth,
And the smoke, it encircled his head like
a wreath,
He had a broad face and a little round
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This Christmas make the
Santa in_you home happy,
with a gift from Sebastian's.
A fine selection of custom
blended tobacco, pipes, acces-
sories and cigars are
available.

Celebrated face. The world-renowned Movado watch.* A museum-award
winner, a design classic. Now, @ most timely gift..and
highly colortul, too, in burgundy. blue and tan with gold-toned
case. Also available in white or black. For him, 1155,
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