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Larry Baker: Coach of the Year

By TOM BAER

It didn't take long for the area girls’
basketball coaches to come up with
the Observer & Eccentric’s Coach of
the Year for 1977.

The unanimous choice: Larry Baker
of Farmington Hills Our Lady of
Mercy High.

Baker. whose team finally won the
Class A state championship this sea-
son after three years of losing in the
finals (twice under his coaching. was
voted Coach of the Year last week dur-
ing a meeting of the 10 area
machcs who also picked the Observer
& Eccentric All-Area Team.

~This is quite an honor considering
the caliber of basketball being played
1n this area.” said Baker, who won the
top-coach award after the 1976 season.

“It's even more of an honor this
year because the level of play has
really improved. But [ think I have to
give most of the credit to the talented
bunch of girls I've had for the past two
years.”

Baker was fresh out of the Univer-

sity of Michigan when he came to
Merey in the fall of 1975. He had
ptanned to fill a vacancy in the
school's English Department. but he
soon found that his duties would
include more than just teaching clas-

He also landed the job of head bas-
ketball coach at the all-girl Catholic
high school. which was fast becoming
known for its excellent teams.

UNDER HIS guidance. Mercy com-
piled a 20-3 overall record in 1975. and
then put together a 23-1 season in 1976.
Both years Mercy advanced to the
finals of the state Class A tournament.
only to lose.

This year. however. Mercy didnt
lose the big game. The Marlins, an
experienced and talented group. fin-
ished with a 25-0 record. including a
63-52 win over Detroit Mumford Dec.
17 in the state finals at Michigan
State’s Jenison Fieldhouse.

That experience — all five Mercy
starters played in last year’s slate
tournament — made Baker’s coach-
ing job a lot casier.

“With so many returning starters.
we didn't have to waste a lot of lime
finding a starting lineup and teaching
the fundanientals.” he said. ~We were

. able lo get to work nghl away on our
offenses and defenses.™

But molding a group of talented girls
into a winning team can be a big chal-
lenge. according to Baker.

““When you have a lot of strong indi-
vidual ptayers. the big challenge is to
get them to play well as a unit and lo
teach them to become unselfish.”
said.

“And [ think we've learned to be
unselfish and to play together as a
team. Our players are willing to give
up the ball. and they're always looking
for someone Lo pass to. We operate
well as a team. and I think that’s what
beat Mumford in the finals.™

BAKER, 24, HAD plenty of familiar
company in the O&E spotlight. Mercy
was well represented on the All-Area
Teams.

The first team included two Mercy
seniors. 5-foot-10 Katie McNamara and
58 Diane Dietz. Two 57 Mercy sen-

jors, Lynn Yadach and Suzanne
Brown, landed on the second unit. and
$7 junior Deanne Banfield received an
honorable mention.

Mercy has dominated Lhe local girls®
basketball scene for the past several
seasons. but that may change next
year. Mercy will lose four starters
through graduation.

~It'il be a different kind of challenge
next year.” Baker said. “But it'll be
interesting. t0o. because there’ll be a
lot of compelition for the slarting

spots.”

And some of the area’s public-school
teams, which looked good in the recent
districts and regionals. tan be counted
on to give Mercy some trouble next
year.

“You can tell the level of basketball
has improved just by looking at the
scores of our tournament games
(against public-school teams) this
year compared to a couple of seasons
ago.” Baker said. “"We used to blow
teams out all the way through the
semifinals. This year. the scores were
alot closer.”
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By
W.W.EDGAR

IT doesn't seem that more than a
quarter of a centry has elapved since
senior citizen bowling that now is flou-
rishing across the country. got its start
at Livonia Lanes.

1t all happened on a Christmas Day
when many of his customers called on
Clarence Hoffman, then the owner of
the lanes. to try out their new
equipment.

As “Holl"* watched them all having
alot of fun he got the idea that the sen-
jor citizens who had just been given a
club might like to watch it. He called
and issued an invitation. They told him
they would be delighted to come and in
an hour more than a dozen appeared.
After watching for a while some of
them asked to try their hand at knock-

It was granted and right there the
seed was sown for a semior citizen
league in the western suburbs and the
organizing of leagues for the elderly
all over the country.

It all started on a Christmas Day in
Livonia.

THE HIGH SCORING WAVE at
Wonderland Lanes calmed down a bit
this week—only one 700 series was
rolled. For the past three weeks there
have four classic bowlers breaking the
700 barrier. This week only Phil Horo-
wilz was able to do it.

He did it by linking games of 249, 237
and 274 for 760.

The Addition team capt ained by
John McKeever rolled games of 1,058,
1119 and 1.060 for 3.237 to lead the
field. In the ladies senior house league

Bobby Knox walked away with top
honors when she compiled counts of
230, 191 and 182 for a 603.

MRS.MADVIN POSHUSZNY was
one of the happiest women in Westland
last Thursday morning. And it wasn't
be cause of the gilts she received for
the Yule season. Her big smile came
because her husband, who carries a
175 average in the Lincoln Mercury
League at Satellite Bowl, reached the
goal of all bowlers—a 300 game.

1 can tell you what his other games
were, " she joyfully said over the
phone. He took the sheet to work with
them—and we both are so happy.™

NELLIE ELLIS also was a proud
lady because of her bowling feat.

Bowling in the Dan's Darlings
league _at Westland_Bowl. she put

ing down the pins.
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TABLE TENNIS

together games of 192.184 and 245 for a
627. And what made her so happy was
the fact that it was her first 600 series.

In the tri-city men's league David
Poshkat made his mother. a counter
clerk at Westland. feel very proud. He
strung games of 236.202 and 245 for a
683 to lead the field.

In the ladies classic Marilyn Bour-
goin took top honors with a 236 in 621
while Toni Smith rolled a 245 and
missed a double century count by a
single pin.

Polly Huston also came in for a
share of the honors by posting a 135
triplicate. Meanwhile Madeline
Yousey and Linda Doyle earned mem-
bership in the split conversion club.
Madeline knocked over the 36-7-8 and
Linda did likewise with the 2-7-10.
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Anew
shipment of
beautiful black
walnut, cherry,
maple and oak.
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Coach Larry Baker: “When you have a lot of strong individual
players, the big challenge is to get them to play well as a unit and to

teach them to become unselfish.”

(Staff photo by Harry Mauthe).

Tankers tied up

s a Livonia Bentley-Northville
boys swimming showdown. And when
the waters finally calmed and the
wakes and ripples had settled. it was
an 8686 tie—a rarity on the high
school swimming front

Even though the lead changed hands
six times. it was coach Keith Wright's
divers who put Bentley back in the
thick of the meet.

Trailing 38-24. divers Pat McDonald.
Don Wynne and Jeff Kessler took to
the boards. They finished first. second
and third to narrow the gap to 41-37.
McDonald grabbed first place with
176.75 points: Wynne finished second
with 155.35 points: and Kessler came
in third with 142.65 points.

“They really came through.”” Wright
said. “The way they came through.
you sure couldn't tell that Wynne and
Kessler were only sophomores swim-
ming in only their second varsity
meet.”

While their divers narrowed the gap.
the Bulldogs took first place in five
other events.

Mark Winter set two new school

records. He took first place in the 200-
yard individual medely with a school
record time of 2:07.8. He set his sec-
ond school record of the night finishing
second in the 100-yard breaststroke.
His record time of 1:03.8 was far out-
distanced by Northville’s Matt Sulli-
van who raced the 100 yards in 1:01.9

“Sullivan’s time is probably the best
in the entire state.” Wright said

Other first place finishers for Bent-
ley were: Dave Giandeletti in the 100-
vard butterfly with a time of 58.1 sec-
onds: John Battista in the 500 yard
freestyle in 5:24.2 and Kevin Gauthier
vard backstroke with a 57.3-
second finish.

The $00-vard freestyle team of Kary
Sapleton. John Battista. Gaindeletti
and Winter took first with a 3:34.7 per-
formance.

Mark Yanoschick was Northville's
only double winner as he copped first
place in both the 100-vard and 30-yard
free style.
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Home of Qiif F ashioned Service

30650 PLYMOUTH ROA

Ph GA 2.1000
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ARCTIC CAT CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES
WORLD'S LARGEST ARCTIC CAT DEALER

Norman Allan your jewelry
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dispose of your unwanted jewels: a service to

counselor, will help you discreetly

private owners, banks and estates. Call 642-
5575
Norman Allan
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30400 TELEGRAPH ROAD SUITE 134
BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN 43010
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Classified Ads
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WE WILL BE CLOSED ALL DAY
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30
FOR INVENTORY.
RE-OPEN 8 AM JANUARY 3

HAPPY NEW YEAR
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And only Culligan
gives you 3 ways
to enjoy soft

Try soft water at little cost
with our Portable Exchange
service. We install the unit,
take care of everything. Or
rent a Culligan for only
pennies a day. Or buy a
Culligan—and go first class.
Don't be misled. You'll pay
no more—often less—for
the best! Call and say—

Exclusive Corrosion proof Tripl-Hull tanks
Space-age solid-state electronic controls

Always ready factory-trained service by
your local Culligan Man. the recognized
water expert

Only Culligan gives you all this-all backed
by 40 years of worldwide leadership in
quality and value!

Trade-in aflowance
on any old
installed water
softener or 15 plus
Ib. Butterball Tur-
key. Included with
the rental or pur-

chase of any
Culligan Water
Conditioner.

WATER

Detroit Call
964-2246

Pontiac' Call
682-6600

925 ORCHARD LAKE RD. PONTIAC
2 Blocks East of Telegraph

FREE FREE
WATER ESTIMATES
ANALYSIS N YOUR HOME

Serving Weyne, Cakiand and Macomb Countles

Special Offer
During December Only
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