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‘Turning Point’
contrasts lives

In the past decade there has been a terrific surge of inter-
est in the dance. After audiences throughout the country see
“The Turning Point™ {PG). the interest could turn into an
obsession. Balletomaniacs will rush to the barre and *'plies’
will be a household word.

“The Turning Point™ is an astonishingly good film: Asto-
rishing because it combines a bygone feeling for emotional
binges with a contemporary mood that avoids sentimentalizing
and moralizing: astonishing because it avoids the old Holly-
wood reverence for an “arty" subject and treats ballet with
both honesty and passion.

Deedee (Shirley MacLaine) and Emma (Anne Bancroft)
are two friends who meet annually when the American Ballet
Company makes its one-night stand in the Oklahoma city
where Deedee and her family live. Deedee had been a dancer
but she gave it up for marriage and children. Emma devoted
herself to her career and became a prima ballerina.

Once they both had been contenders for the role that even-
tually made Emma a star. But, as Deedee sourly puts it, she
got pregnant and Emma got 19 curtain calls.

AT MIDDLE AGE, they are prompted to think about
options and what might have been. Deedee envies the excite-
ment and glamor of Emma’s life. Emma, her career coming
to a close, would like security and marriage.

When Deedee’s talented daughter Emilia (Leslie Browne)
is invited to join the company for the summer in New York,
Deedee goes along as chaperone. Emilia’s budding career
seems to be a replay of Deedee’s youthful aspirations and of
the choices that must be made.

Emma bestows her attention on Emilia, coaching her and
taking her under her wing. The new proximity of Emma and
Deedee and their *‘competing™ roles in Emilia’s life cause old
doubts and antagonisms to surface.

In the movie's most dramatically explosive scene. Emma
and Deedee finally confront each other. Bitchy remarks lead
to hitting and kicking until they collapse in an emotional cath-
arsis: tears turn to laughter and they end up clinging to each
other in friendship.

Sometimes the story and the ballelics seem to get in each
other’s way. Just as we get involved with one, the other comes
along. Yet, each is excellent. if too brief. At least. our appe-
tites are whetted, and we're left with a desire for more.

DIRECTOR HERBERT ROSS, a former choreographer,
and associate producer Nora Kaye, a former prima ballerina
with the American Ballet Theatre. have given gritty authenti-
city to the world of the dance company. The rarefied atmos-
phere of the classic performance is balanced against the daily
drudgery. the perspiration, the bleeding feet.

The dancing of Mikhail Baryshnikov and Leslie Browne
provide soaring, beautiful moments, It’s worth the price of
admission just to watch Baryshnikov's gravity-defying leaps
and perfect control.

As Yuri, the tutu-chasing male star of the company, his
dialogue is simple and minimal. Browne, as Emma’s daugh-
ter. plays a more pivotal character. Unfortunately, with her
squeaky voice and immobile features, her acting doesn't
measure up to her dancing.

Martha Scott is wonderfully entertaining as the grasping,
scheming general manager who keeps the company afioat;
Alexandra Danilova is a warm and crusty grande dame who
coaches the young dancers: and Tom Skerritt is restrained
and sympathetic as Emma’s husband.

MacLaine and Bancroft. however, have the meatiest,
juciest roles, and they make the most of them. Each gives a
terrific performance which complements and counterpoints
the other. Bancroft is svelte, proud and arrogant. MacLaine. in
contrast, looks frumpy. is unsure of herself and whiney.

*“The Tuming Pmnl
idealize or 3
might surmise that female friendships and concerns hinge on
two neighbors discussing detergents or household odors. Bless
producer and director Herbert Ross for showing us otherwise.
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MERRICK'S

Enjoy Quality,
Intimate
Dining

Our regular
menu at
regular prices.

a delightful dining experience -
in the Mercantile Building
American Center, Southfield,
For reservations (and directions):
353-8144

‘Ro

Open Mnn. thru Sat.

2 au.m--w=m66errac

Make Your New Year's
Reservations Earl;
No,Cover and No Minimum
3 Seatings
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tho Finest in Chinese AURANT EEN-WAITING-FOR”
mencan Cuisine s w1001 LT 416 MBe, Livonta . 3
469 S. Woodward, B’ham. oo 8w pood NEW Y%‘.R S EVE
o O4A2903 Pyt iy THE BRASS LAMP
Sat. 1211 p.m, @ Sen. 12-10 p.m. 'CARRY-OUTS ON CHINESE FOOD

ForResernations
Ploss 273171

THERE’S ROOM

Crunese Dianer3.0.30

Complete Holiday Dinners

f_rom $895

Jaane %
Jansnese e 5.9 30
Fr2Sat 14 1030p.m.

Closed Monday

AT THE INN

A thoughtful way to welcome vis-
itors or clients is a reservation at
the Kingsley Inn. We are near all
business, sports, and educational

centers in Oakland County.

Kingsley Iun

Woodward and Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills

644-1400 564-5144

JOIN US
NEW YEAR'S EVE

We're including Chinese roast duck, firecracker
shrimp, Mandarin sizzling worba and much more...

Authentic Chinese Culsme
AMERICAN FOOD = EXOTIC SPI
QPEN HOUSE

1515 Maple Rd. at Stephenson Hwy.
oy » ae5.0008

FINE DINING
AND
COCKTAILS

Call for Reservations

After dinner dancing
A next door at Thumpers

N IIE
EDASS
LAMD

2086 Crooks (at M-59)
Aubum Heights

“IT'S WHAT-YOU'VE . |

IS

w22

at the...

Special 10 o'clock Festivities Just S70 Per Couple
Includes: Dinner. Cocktails. A bottle of your

favorite beverage. Party favors. Entertainment by

“Plain Brown Wrapper”. Don't miss the fun.

Call 358-1860 for reservations NOW!

Located on Northwestern Highway North of Twelve Mile Road.

I%

852-0550

19701 W. 12Mile Rd.
tiust East of Evergreen)

559-3377

Suss %nuse

“Sauthfiotd s mo ,,,,,,,,, ot

NEW YEAR'’S EVE

é §§ at the

SUSSEX HOUSE

featuring: (complete dinners) Your Choice:
«PRIME RIB OF BEEF

SIGN OF EXCELENCE

SFILET MIGNE
*N.Y. STRIP STEAK $12.50
*WHITE FISH. $10.00

Other Entrees Available
Dinner - 5:00 to Midnight
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT & DANCING
No Cover.No Miimum)

1
Complimentary party !avors at Midnight

Guess who's coming foour

NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY?

* Make lta
“new' New Year's
at the newly decorated
Main Event Restaurant
X Dance and dine
fothe sensational MENU
“Lorio”
sounds of “Lorlo! New York Strip Steak
* Enjoya orRed Snapper
Champagne dinner Relish tray, spinach salad,
A delightful dinner roli and butter,
compiste witha Creme de Menthe Parfalt
bottie of champagne beverage
per couple $60 per couple
* Free tavors (includes tax and gratulty)
Cashbar

Tables by reservation only- call 8587888
North entrance Pontiac Silverdome
Free Parklng

Guess what we re
Stouffer's today"

side. So come m(ll\o a
Stouffer ¢ -
today. Now
enjoy more of the
things you like
most. Because
our new mentt
is exactly to
your taste.
< And you don't
have to splurge
Lo enjoy it.

Delicately delectible
crepes. Sinfully creamy
quiche. A cheeseburger of
adifferent color. (Blue.)
Could this possibly
be the Stoulfers  §
you know? Oh sure, g N
vou can have your
full course meal as
usual. But now we
also have more o
offer on the lighter

NORTHLAND RESTAURANT

Acruss frwm Northtuud Inn
E westorn Hwy:
4072052
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