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European Troops Stir
Congressional Debate

The size of the American
military commitment in Europe
18 expected to be a subject
of sharp debate when Congress
takes up the annual defense ap-
propriations bill,

At the center of the contro-
versy will be an amendment
promised by Sen, Stuart Sy-
mington, D-Mo., which would
cut oft hmds for all but 50,000
of the approximately 337,000
American military personnel
now committed to the North
Atlantic Preaty Organfza-
tion (NATO),

On April 19, Symington with
drew a similar amendment
which he had proposed to the
milttary procurement authori-
zation bill with the under-
standing that he would re-intro-
duce ft when appropriations
came up tn July,
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SENTIMENT for reductng
Amertcan Forces tn Europe,
evident since the opentng of the
90th Congress, has intensified
with the Vietnam butid-up and
with increasing concern over
the U.S, balance of payments.
Proponents of the cutback cite
signs of & growing East-West
detente and the fallure of other
NATO countries to match the
U.S, contribution as

deployed,

The two resolutiens, Intro-
duced by Sens, Mike Manstield
(D-Mout.) and Jacob K. Javits
(R-N.Y.), would, f accepted,
amend a 1951 Senate resolution
affirming  the present NATO
commitment, Both the 1951
resolution and the two pending
ones are purely advisory rather
than holding the force of law,

The Javits resolution has 12

the

In addition to troops, there
were In Europe as of Sept, 30,
1967 aeccording to a Defense
Department spokesman, 251,
885 dependents of U.S. mili~
tary personnel, A year be.
fore, there bad been 246,015,

Though Sen, Manstield denled
any economic motives in intro-
duetng his resolution to bring
home the troops from Europe, a
number of Senators including

proposal 44, Fifty-three sena-
tors have co-sponsored cne or
the other.

Spokesmen for the ad hoc
sub-committee told CQ thatac-
tion on the resolutions was not
expected before the end of the
90th Congress.

Since both resoluttons will
lapse f not acted on, porpon-
ents of reducing American
forces in Europe are rallylng
behind the Symington amend-
ment,
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SOME OPPOSITION to the
amendment may come from

senators who, though they fa-
vor withdrawal, do not accept
the magnitude of the withdrawal
proposed by Symington,

Sen, Henry M, Jackson, D-
Wash., an opponent of the

that the U.S, military presence
in Europe greatly exceeds cur-
rent needs,

A measure of support for re-
ductions came May 17 from the
administration when Secretary
of Defense Clark M. Clifford
told the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committes that he had in-
tormed other NATO defense
ministers they could "not ex-
pect the United States to main-
taln the level of troops that we
now have o Europe.'”

Clifford’s statement con-
trasted significantly with the
April 26, 1967 statement of then
Defense Secretary Robert S,
McNamara before an ad hoc
Senate subcommittee set up to
consider the question of NATO
troop reduction,

At that time McNamara sald
4t would be particularly unfor-
tunate” for the United States
to make a “substantial reduc-
tion” in fts NATO forces, T
think,” McNamara added, it
would be misunderstood by the
people of Western Europe and,
as a matter of fact, the peoples
of Eastern Europe and the
Soviet Union as well,”
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STILL BEING considered by
the same Senate subcommittee
are two resolutions expressing
the sense of the Senate that the
Europsan NATO comntries be
urged to make greater contri-
butions to the alllance and that
U.S. forces in Earope be re-

idea
of 2 small withdrawal, is chief
proponent of the argument that
the growing detente 1s & result
of the troops’ presence, and
therefore a reason for keeping
them there rather than with-
drawing them.

According to the most recent
unclassified figures avallable
through the Defense Depart-
ment, there were 337,000
U.S. troops in Europe as of
Dec, 31, 1967: 212,000 Army;
39,000 Navy and Marlne; 68,000
Alr Force.

Army personnel are highly
concentrated in West Germany.
Alr Force personnel are sta-
tioned primarily in Germany
and England, Naval personnel
are with the 6th Fleet in the
Mediterranean while the major-
ity of the Marines are efther at-
tached to the 6th Fleet or sta-
tioned at the Naval base at
Rota, Spain,
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THE VAST majority of US,
troops stationed In Europe are
in support af the U.S. commit-
ment to NATO, As of Dec,
31, 1967, 245,000 of these were
stationed in West Germany in
support of NATO's Central
European Command,

A small number of U.S, mili-
tary personnel are statlomed
in Europe onnon-NATO assign-
ment, These are units such
as attache forces at the U.S,
Embassles (Marines) and ele-
ments of the U,S, strategic
communications command,

Michigan’s "Mr. Deer” Retiring

Ilo H. Bartlett, Michigan's "‘Mr. Deer” for motre than 4

decades,

is retiring from the Conservation Department
13

July 20. Shown here with one of the animals he loved and
dedicated his carcer to, "'Bart’’ has personally trudged
over thousands of miles in northern Michigan's whitetail
country and braved the stormy blasts of winter to litcrally
live with decr during their hard times. As a result, he has
leatned the ways of deer in Michigan and the vicissitudes
of their wintry existence as no other man has learned and
cared about thew. And from this personal communion with
whitetails, Bart has worked tirclessly as a disciple of
antlerless decr hunting as a merciful measure for managing

these animals.

Honored as Michigan's "‘Wildlife Conser-

vationist of the Year’' in 1965 and as the Great Lakes
Area's "'Mr. Deec’’ the year before, this man leaves an
indelible marg on the modern-day program of sound, scientific

management of the
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Sen. have pointed
out the economic benefits of
reducing the U.S, military pay-
ments deficit in Western Eu-
rope which from 1965 to 1967
averaged $500 millicn,

If the combined sponser-
ship of the Mansfield and Ja.
vits resolutions were to
assemble In support of the Sy~
mington amendment, the mea-
sure would carry the Senate,

The amendment, however,
calls for more severe troop
reductions than either of the
resolutions,

In additicn, some observers
fear that recently Increased

tensfons over the West Ber-
lin access question may have
eroded support that might have
existed earlier.
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IN THE EVENT the amend.
ment were accepted by the Se-
nate, the House, which by tra-
ditton 1s more sympathetic to
the military, would almost cer-
tainly challenge it in con-
ference,

A possible challenge to the
amendment could come in the
Senate on ° constitutional
grounds,

While the Constitution gives
Congress the power to ‘‘raise
and support armies,’” It has
generally been considered the
prerogative of the Chief Execu-
tive to make deployment de-
cislens,

The Symingtonamendment
which would limit troops in
Europe to 50,000 men might be
construed as legislating de-
ployment - & function that
might be considered beyond the
power of Congress,
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OLD OR NEW, the best part of any soda foun-
tain is still the ice cream. That's what Barry Whall
says, anyway, as he tries a concoction from the
marble-topped soda fountain at the Detroit Histori-
cal Museum. The fountain, normally just for show,

is in the drug store on the museum’s Turn-of-the-
Century Street. The street reproduces a slice of Old
Detroit, circa 1895-1905. Doing the serving here is
Glenn Stille.

If you think that youre getting close o
to owning a new Cadillac, ask your dealer

for a “Command Performange” test drive.

Maybe you've waite

\ ;;long enough.
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