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TheyIgnore The

Problem.

But It -

Won’t Vanish

The time has come for Plym-
outh Township Supervisor John
McEwen and his cohorts on the
Township Board to stop luoking
the other way and hope that
things will just vanish and be for-
gotten,

The. point at hand is that in-
volving residents in the Arbor
Village subdivision and the of-
ficials of the Spartan Warehouse,
located on Haggerty Road near
Joy Road but adjacent to & group
of more than 50 homes in the mid-
dle to high price range.

The homeowners have com-
plained almost from the very
moment the warehouse opened
for operations, about the noise of
the trucks in the wee hours of the
morning.

The blare of air horns, radios
and the clatter of steel ramps be-
ing dropped across the ends of
the docks and into the trucks has
disturbed the slumber of the resi-
dents for the past several months

Appeals to the Township Super-
visor brought promises but little
action. An appeal to the Town-
ship Attorney brought only
rather curt reply that “if 3
consider the noise a nuisance,
then take the matter to court.

That hardly seems like the
kind of a reply the residents
should get from the Township
representatives, even though 1t
might be true.

It is our opuon that this mat-
ter was belittled from the very
start and that the Township of-
ficials, particularly the super-
visor, should have taken a more
firm stand and assured the by
then bitter homeowners of an
effort to quiet the noise.

Instead of the residents almost
getting involved in Nisticuffs with
the drivers and the dock workers
over the noise, 1t seems that a
better solution would have been
for the Township ufficials to have
arranged a meeting  with  all
parties and tried to resolve the
matter.

No Decorum

It probably will be a Jong time
before voters in Northville Town-

Angel Can

LoseMagic

Time s « the
healers of :nr
bad. But cv.
memories dlvinouth’s B
of July celebration which went
off in excellent stvie despite the
poor judgm i the ~ponsoring
Plymouth Juyeees

It will be reviembered as the
vear in which the candidate whn
couldn’t appenr for the prelim-

ne vreatest

inary judgin asoall athe
entrants did, wele
Queen

It will be remem?tered ss
year in which the Jiveer s
didn't get around ~ . oovang for
a permit for i - .« for the fires
works display i the Plymouth
Commumty and finaily had to
settle for @ spot in Northville

Township adjacent to Tavonia

It resulted in one of the great-
est traffic jams along Five Mile
Road in recent history. [t did not
have adequate parking facilities
or space for spectators. It result-
ed in complaints from residents
of the area over parking on their
grounds and even in their gar-
dens.

Perhaps in another vear the
Jaycees will get around to doing
their homework well in advance
and not de pend on a guardian
angel to take care of their short-
comings. There may not be a
guardian angel available in fu-
ture years as there was this time.

Spartan officials didn't make
any effort to install a green belt
along the side of the property
skirting the homes until late
May. Then it consisted of a series
of small evergreens that may
quiet the noise several years
from now, but offer little it any
buffer at the immediate moment.

Rather than arouse the resi-
dents to the point of tempers flar-
ing to the boiling point and even
higher, the simpler thing would
have been to reach an agree-
ment. It could have been done
but the Township officials didn't
choose that route—they seemed
to adopt the attitude of closing
their eyes and hoping the trouble
would leave.

There are many other prob-
lems coming up in the not too
distant future that the Supervisor
and Trustees will have to answer
and they'll have to chanpe their
current  attitude or face more
trouble,

The matter of police protection
which Supervisor McEwen per-
sistently ducks; the question of
garbage and refuse disposal
which is becoming more acute
with httle action even though the
present Township dump on
Eckles Road is rapidly nearing
saturation point; and finatly the
matter of unification which
the Supervisor has consistantly
avoided,

Perhaps his feeling was best
expressed recently when unifica-
tion was brought before the Trus-
tees and the Supervisor asked.
“Just what are the boundaries of
the Plymouth Community?" This
from the administrative chief of
Plymouth Township.

s probably one of the rea-
y the Arbor Village com-
plaints were allowed to become
so bitter. The Supervisor isn't
aware of the boundaries of the
community, and apparently of
the problems of his constituents.

—R. T. Thompson

In Judge Race

ship, Plymouth and Canton Town-
ships, the City of Northville and
the City of Plymouth will forget
the 1968 primary for selection of
candidates for the new district
judgeship.

The big reason it will be re-
membered is that voters sull
don’t know whether they were
voting for individuals or sipgns

In a race that should have been
conducted along lines that po
along with a judgeship with a
great deal of decorum and poise,
the primary developed into one
of the wildest affairs ever wit-
nessed in the area

And the big point for at least
three of the candidates was the

sue of signs—too big. too little,
torn down, put up, placed in for-
bidden places and the like

From this angle, it appears as
if the candidates could have done
a better job of telling the voters
more about themselves and the
reasons why they should be elect-
ed instead of devoting so much
time and expense to signs

Signs have a place in any cam-
paign but when they become big-
ger than the real issues at hand—
then it's about time the voters
and the governmental heads put
a stop to it all.

There’'ll be another election
coming up in the fall when a
judge will be elected — perhaps
the campaign will be carried
along proper lines then.

It most certainly was not in the
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primary.

So the primary election is over.
Now we can look forward to
a long spell of campaigning be-
fore the peneral election on Nov.

5.

1f nothing ¢lse. the primary
eliminated part of the enormous
wad of candidates who emerged
to run for the vast number of of-
fices up for wrabs in Observer-

land. Some of those rejected by
the voters were well known;
others were entirely new faces.
To the former, we offer condo-
lences; we expect you'll be back
soon in another race, To the lat-
ter group, mor¢ important be-
cause represen{ing new people,
we urge a ser}'zg of perspective;
vour loss isn‘t the end of the

NOW 1& THE TIME FOR ALL. GOOD MEN . . .
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From the Publisi\zer’s Desk

OBSERVATION POINT E

By Philip H. Power

“world

and we hope vou'll keep

your rest in politics and run

again 1n the near future. :
PR

THE PRIMARY PROVED one
interesting thing about politics in
suburbia.

The central problern for a poli-
tician out here is communica-
tion: How to get his name across

Miami--lt’s Neat... But

o

Will It Stay That Way?

By TIM RICHARD

MIAME BEACH — An impres-
sion that overwhelms one at this
Republican Natonal Convention
—or at nearly cvery Repablican
function—ix one of neatness and
of admmstratjve cfficiency.

There is am almost tangible
Republican passion for neatness,
for having things come off on
schedule, or orderhness.

The chartered fhght leaves on
schedule. Governor Romney and
Senator Bob Griffin are there at
the airport to greet everyone
wirmly but in o numimal amount
of time =i that they can get 1o the
hotel

The Nixon forces are there with
a couple of bands o welcome
Michigan, und so s the smaller
Rockefeller contingent, and the
voune people passing out the but-
tons are clean cut and poud look-

mg
There will be fights, but the
surface impression 1s of restrain-

ed voicds
arzuments

The shuttlebus tickets are
there, the credentials are there,
the Michizan GOP State Central
Committee’s darkroom is set up,
there are telephones placed in
neat rows in the pressroom.

IU's too early at this point in the
week to tell if the convention's
sessions will run smoothly, but
the odds are that they will,

This abserver recalls a county
committee in Michigan which
used tn tape record its Lincoln
Day hanguets in order to plan the
schedule for the next yvear. Every
introduction, ¢ v ey announce-
ment, every song and speech was
timed to the half minute. The
dinner was timed to end at 9:23
and actually ended at §:21.

There's a boistrousness among
the Democrats, a passion, a
wearing of the heart on the shirt-
sleeve that is missing among
Republicar

Demuocrats aren’t happy unless
all the prearrangements are
scrapped and the affair, be it a
committee meeting ot a national
conclave, is in chaos.

Perhaps this points to a psy-
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chological rather than ideological
difference between the parties.
Philusophical purists often like to
say that’ a John Lindsay as a
Republican vongressman  voted
closer to the Democrats and a
Democrat 1ike Senator Frank
Lausche votes closer to the Re-
publicans.

But, the lining up of the partics
is not ideolopical. Republicans
are Republicans because of per-
sonal behavioral patterns. Novel-
ist Norman Mailer took a look
around the GOP Convention and
pronounced the Republicans a
pang of hankers and undertakers
—in cffec If-controlled. bour-
geois, unimaginative

His description was deprecat-
ing. and it was apparent he didn’t

care for people of that sort
at's a negative way of looking
at Republicans. If vou are a Re-
publican, vou consider that a
good way to live: or rather, if
you consider that a pood way to
live. you are a Republican.

The corollary. embarrassing (o
Republicans to contemplate, is
that their efficiéncy and neatness
puts them out ol contact with a
society that is decreasingly pur-
itan and increasingly svgoing,

Can a pagty that can run such
a massive convention so efficient-
Iv really “eapture the imagina-
ton™ if vouill pardun the Demo-
cratic ¢liche, of the youny, the
disadvantagped, the gthnic minor-
ities

Il'§ a beautiful convention,

THIS IS THE
WEEK THAT... ..

Secretary of State James M.

Hare:is petting belted around mn
the

the precincts for playing
game ltke it was invented.

He fired a couple of gents for
magching off:in another political
direction while the general and
the rest of the troops were domg
pushups i the barracks

Jim McClure, a deputy, and
James Palmer, a lepislative liai-
son man, were discharged, and

we've heard only one side uf
the story —from AcClure and
Palmer

They were ated in govern-

ment by Hare and they were dis-
mantled by IHare.

It was a kind of replay of the
mass firings of Secretary of State
branch managers after the 1966
election—including Livonia's Ron
Mardiros — for failing to work
hard cnough in the Democratic
campaign.

B

UNDER THE SYSTEM. Hare
could fire ‘em for the part in
their hair or if they wore spats.
Patronage knows no rules except
those drawn by the guy at the
top, whether they be formally-
drafted regulations or an over-
night whim

So don’t knock Hare until the
facts are in.

McClure called a press confer-
ence—a bad mistake—to protest
that  McCarthy  backers were
piven the back of the hand at the
Ingham County Democratic Con-
vention. Whoever heard of a
deputy calling a press confer-
ence?

Palmer sided with McClure.
All this time Hart was a Hubert
Humphrey man faced with a
palace rebellion.  Remember,
Hare has to go hefore the party
councils, too. A guy who can't
run his own office is pfft.

Gov. Romney had a few cryptic
criticisms of Hare at a press con-

ference ol his own,

Remember how Romney swept
out the governor’s office in 1983
—including civil service people—
and broucht in people who didn't
even know how o prepare certifi-

Ccates for notaries public?

No uproar then, nor has there
been in a dozen other public und
private firings just as poignant
and maybe more su than the
McClure-Palmer business

There have been sugpestions
that Hare settled upon the man-
ner of the firings to take the pub-
he ip himself  rather  than
embarrass the folks suddenly left
without mcome.

. -

HARE IS A SMART politician
He b consistently - led  his
party’s ticket and his office has
done a good job, all the while
keeping pressure on the legisla-
ture to improve things for the
people. ’

The Secretary of State’s office
is the last bit of mass politichl
patronage lelt in Michigan, if vou
discount the mancuverings  on
examinations and the Rule of
Three in the civil service system.

Hare's office raises a lot of
maney for the party, as it did for
Republicans under the last GOPs
t0 hold the office, Fred Alger and
Owen J. Cleary. It is a political
prize worth ils weight in green,

here have been reports that
branch managers kick in part of
U.\(‘n‘ fees for party purposes,
This. of course. is true. It's been
that way for yenerations, a slush
fund for both parties.

And. logically, patronage posts
are filled with people who agree
with the boss. It's the closest
thing to a ficfldom in the 20th
century.

If we don’t like it, let's change
the system.

But let's not rap Hare for play-
ing the game.

to the thousands of people, many
newly moved in to the area, scat-
tered across large lots in a con-
fusing tangle of subdivisions.
Peaple like. this are hard to get
at. It isn't the same thing as~
walking down the main street in .
a typical small American town I
and shaking all the hands you |
come across. Used to Jse that if a |,
politician did that, He'd be pretty |;
sure of hitting just about every- |.
body in town. 3
No longer.
Livonia doesn't have a main [t
sireet, unless it's either of the i
two big shopping centers. Plym- i
outh and Farmington have town
centers but the townships around
the cities are so big that a politi-
cian concentrating on his old
haunts will have blown a lot of
votes. Westland and Garden City
seem to start and stop in a crazy- {
quilt pattern, and I'd like to meet N
the politician who has the guts to
do a hand shaking tour on Plym- !
outh Road in Redford Township
All this means that the politi-
cians have had to turn to various
techniques to get their name
across, if not their message.
PR

SIGNS FOR A start. o
Red. Blue. Chartreuse. Green
v glo. Orange. Pink. An odd
kind of cerise. Even basic black.
Rarely white.

Cardboard, silkscreened. Wood,
painted. Paper, printed more or
less well. Metal. :

Posted on trees, tclcphonel
poles. wooden frames. On top of .-
cars, on the back of trunks, oni.
lawns and in the doors of houses.
Everywhere. .

For a while. it looked as though
some Santa Claus with a sense of
humor had decided Observerland i’
was just one big Christmas tree
in need of decorations.

THE SIGNS CAUSED certain|"
problems. of course. .
Counsent of property owners has
to be secured before a sign can
be stuck on their property. Sub-
urban politicians curry lists of
property owners like  old-time
wiard heclers fondled lists of old
widows with many deceased rel-
atives, ‘
“T've got Six Mile and Middle+
belt.” savs one boastful politis .
cran. <Yeah, but I've got Schoold
craft at Hageerty,” ripostes the -
other. NS

Then there's the problem of the
size of signs. Plymouth, at least,
ix familiar with this one.

The City Commission went
from a policy of no signs, to ane
‘allowing signs of 24 square feet,
to 6ne authorizing 32 square feet:
This produced a lot of confusion, -
particularly in the race for dis-
trict Judge. and had the interests
ing effect of concentrating all at-
tention away from any issue ger
mane to the abilities of the candi?
dates to do the judge's job.

P

!

THEN THERE'S the direct!
mail route. It's cxp:-nsXQ‘ buti
‘s supposed to be cffective B
wlly it takes the form of al*
d. more or less neatly ad-

ade. In theory, th are SUppos-
vd to be sent by perple to their}
friends, in hopes that {riendship,
and the thrill of hearing {rom:.
zood Edna next door on a subject,
other than the depredations your
kids have caused her lawn will-
induce vou to vote for Joe. Pt

1 vot a card to “Dear Phil",
from someone 1 had never met.
The message referred to the fact
that all this pal's friends were
voting fur Sam Glop, and she
hoped I'd do so too. The card“
didn't sav anything about Sam’s -
qualifications or points of view.;
lle lost my vote.

Direct mail is also used to -
push endorsements from various
sroups. o
= The Redford Township Demoi
cratic Club did a lot of endorsing
s an officially constituted body.?
in the 19th District, until the L9t
District  Fxecative  Committed
withdrew recognition.  That acts
tion, | presume, turned the Club’s
endorsements from official to ung
official (and feuding). i

No one knows w
change had any effec:
votes at all,

ether  thig!
on the .
i

e s :

THE ONE BIG tiing lacking in
this campaign was s reluctancg,
by almost all candidates to talk,
about the issucs. .

Name identification seemed tq
be the key thing. and perhaps,
that's a reasonable ctrategy in a
large  and confusing  primary,
clection. i

But there's at least onc votef,
in Observerland who would like;
to see the candidates in the findl
clection talk. at least for a mo-
ment, about their qualifications
and their view of the issues. |

It- might not get votes, but jt
could just help the candidates'
feel they were doing somelhing
constructive. !

i
4.



