Parks gear up for winter fun

By LEM MESEE
Outdoors Writer

"Oh. it’s lovely weahter for a steigh-
ride together with you...”

IU's not only good for sleighriding.
but also snowmobiling. cross-country
skiing. ice-skating and ice-fishing. Two
Oakland County parks are offering the
entire slate this winter as long as the

snowflakes
Addison-Oaks, located north of
ter Road on Romeo Road in
rorthern Qakland County, has 13 miles
of supervised snowmobile trails as

well as a quarter-mile dragstrip.

park. which is open from 10
a.m. to 10 p.m. each weekend, also
offers a lake for ice fishing and areas
for sledding and skating. And. for
those who like ice and snow in moder-
ation, Addison-Oaks has a warming
house.

Independence-Oaks, located on Sash-
abaw Road. two miles north of Pine
Knob in Clarkston. features eight
miles of cross-country skiing trails
winding through the park’s 800 acres.

And if you get your jollies sitting
over a hole in the ice, Crooked Lake. a

65-acre. spring-led body of water,
offers ice fishermen largemouth bass.
pike and bluegill.

independence-Oaks tand its warm-
ing house) are open daily from 8 a.m.
until dusk.

Park entry fees for Addison-Oaks
are $2.50 per car for county residents
and §3 for non-residents. At Independ-
ence-Oaks. county residents are
charged $2 and non-residents $2.50.

Annual passes are available from
the Oakland County Department of
Parks and Recreation at a cost of §7
for county residents and $10 for non-
residents.
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WITH THE SNOW piling up and the
Thanksgiving weekend far behind.
thoughts are turning to Christmas,
even in the Huron-Clinton metroparks.

Kensinglon Metropark near
Brighton has scheduled a full slate of
holiday offerings.

Throughout December the park's
children’s farm will be n daily
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sleigh rides will
also be available daily— weather per-
mitting.

Weekend altraction at the childrens
farm include a visit with Santa in the
big barn and an afternoon of Christ-
mas carols,

Keeping in the mood of the season.
the park will hojd its annual “'Lunch
with Santa” Dec. 17 at 1 p.m. at the
Farm House Inn Restuarant.

The $2.50-per-person charge includes
admission to the children’s farm and a
mini-lunch.

For reservations phone the park
office at 685-9105.

And the Kensington Metropark
Nature Center will present a secial
program, ““Christmas Plants.” Dec. 17
beginning at 9 a.m.,

‘The program will cover all those
plants which have become a part of
American tradition. from evergreens
and hollies to mistletoes and
poinsettias.

BUT IF YOU'RE tired of the deco-

rations and Christmas carols already.
you can get away from it all on a
nature walk at Kensington Dec. 18.
. Winter birds will be the focus of the
1'z-hour walk. Hikers will be in sparch
of the many species of birds which
remain in the Detroit-area through the
freeze in spite of the advice of their
southern-bound relatives.

THE RECENT blasts of arctic air
may have had you snuggled in front of
the fireplace. and you probably
weren't thinking about working on
your boat.

But according to Richard V. War-
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den. president of the Raytheon Marine
Co. of Manchester, N.H., now is the
time for one last look.

All easily removed electrenic equip-
ment should be unshipped and taken
home to a warm, dry place for the
winter.

Electronic equipment works best
and lasts longer when kept dry, War-
den said. When the equipment’s in use.
its own internal heat is enough 10 keep
the circuitry dry. but winter disuse
invites problems for the next season.

Electronic equipment depends on
electricity, so check out all wiring,
connections. and fuse clips for breaks
and corrosion. If your wires grew
warm during the past season. its a
warning lo replace the wiring with
}zrger size lines to handle to increased
load.

Remember. one of the must impor-
tant pieces of electronic gear aboard
any boat is the radiotelephone. Check
the antenna—keep it free of paint—and
the standoff insulators.

With crystal sets, each radio channel
must be verified for proper frequency
and with the newer synthesized. all-
channel sets, only the basic frequency
must be verified. This is a job for a
professional technician who has the
proper instruments, know-how and the
required Federal Communications
Commission’s lechnicians license.

BOATERS AREN'T the only sports-
men needing reminders

Hunters, it seems. need to be
reminded that it is illegal to kill
wolves. moose or any other animals on
the Michigan endangered species list.

In a recent incident. a game-law
violator is more than $500 poorer today
and the man who tumed him in is $500
richer.

Gilbert Kuehl, a Livonian who
pleaded guilty to killing 2 bull elk last
month. was ordered by District Court
Judge John Mach Lo pay a fine of $500,
plus $250 in restitution charges and
$100 in court costs. He was also given
a 30-day suspended jail sentence, had
his hunting privleges revoked for three
years and had his rifle and scope con-
fiscated.

Michael Thayer, the Clarkston resi-
dent who provided the tip, was hunting
deer near the Canada Creek Ranch in
Montmorency County when he saw a
party of three men driving a pickup
truck out of an area in which he had
planned to hunt.

When he entered the area, he found
a 12-point elk that had been shot a few
yards from the road.
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