School board tackles energy conservation

In a two-week period last mmih,
utility bills for the Fa

Distriit amounted to more than
$130,000, one more example of the sky-
mgwmufuzrgyhthashn
the district
School ofﬁcla!s have been attempt-
ing to conduct an energy audit with the
hopes of reducing. expenditures for
about eight months, ever since Board
President William Gravius first pro-
posed the idea last May.

However, the project has hit a few

son hasn’t come through with specific S.F. Sork Associates will conduct
for electricity sav-  energy audits at East Junior High and

ings. . Shiawassee Elementary School for a
In an attempt to begin some energy  fee not to exceed $2,000 per school;

conservation methods before spring,
the Board of Educatim voted last
‘week to appropriate about $4,000 to let

and Prisk is hoping some of the firm’s
recommendations may be used in
other buildings.

some professionals get started on

energy audits at two schools.

Admittedly, it’s just a beg;lnxung‘

says William Prisk, assistant superin-

tendent of finance; but the cost of con-
ducting professional energy audits for

the entire district is prohibitive, he

ALTHOUGH $15,000 had been appro-
priated for the energy audit last May,
Prisk admits that the funds remain
intact, since he’s had a difficult time

He had originally ptanned to get
information from Detroit Edison, who
last year was promising help on
energy conservation. But the utility
company has failed to produce any
results, despite the fact that statistics
for one of the high schools was for-
warded to their experts.

“I'm still hoping that Detroit Edison
will come through with the prom-
ises,” Prisk told the board, but he also

“I've had a difficult time lrying to
determine what an energy audit is and
what we're paying for,” he says. And
the audits are further camplicated by
State laws.

“You need to kmow what you're
allowed to close off and what you can’t
close off,” he says. For example,
while it's fairly easy to realize savings
from shutting down vent fans, under
the Jaw the fans must be operating, he
explains.

Sonk audits will reveal what improve-
ments can be made, the estimated
costs of improvements, and the pay-
out—what kind of wility cost savings
can be realized from the improve-
ments.

He cautioned the board that such
improvements might prove too expen-
sive.

Trustee Dr. Mervyn Ross suggested
that an attempt be made to share
energy audit results with other dis-

hopes to glean information for the

determining what an energy audit

tricts attempting to cope with the
snags, particularly since Detroit Edi-  stresses. involves and who can doiit. entire district from the Sonk audits. PRISK ASSURED the board that the  problem.
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Hills man captures top
prize with rebuilt *Vette

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

‘When Jim Edwards of Farmington
Hills was faced with the task of repair-
ing his 1972 Corvette Stingray after a
minor accident, he intended to replace
afew parts and put the car on the road

again.
NInstead, his dented sportscar gradu-

ally underwent a beauty treatment °

that landed it a first place award at
lhe recent Autorama show in Cobo

’X‘he transformation from a limp-
fendered victim of the traffic warstoa
gleeming show car came about by
accident, both on the roads and in
Edwards’ estimation of the length of
the repair work.

“ was going to fix it up but it turned
ot to be better than it would be,” said
the soft-spoken Edwards, 22.

His prized car was in a fender
bender last January, which left
Edwards with the task of replacing
parts of the fiberglass body. Once he
arted working on the car, he discov-
ered that the task could be a little like
eating a jar of salted peanuts—he
couldn’t stop halfway.

INSTEAD of orly the fender being
replaced on the car, Edwards installed
anew front end. Then he began to look
under the hood. The engine was
replaced with a stock high-perform-
ance motor that boasts 370 horse-
power.

JAMES mw’m

Underpeath, the frame was sand

and repainted. The task grew

ntw a ﬁve-bour—aday preoccupation.

Between January and October, friends

and family members were sure to find

Edwards carefully working on his pet
project in the garage.

Once the motor was rebmlt
Edwards began to examine the black
exterior of the car. Five gallons of
black acrylic paint later, the exterior
was as shiny as the fresh, clean metal
of the car’s new engine. It was
matched in polish by the red velvet

For community band

upholstery of the interior which was
painstakingly installed by Edwards.

“I took apart a couple of seats to see
how they do it,” said Edwards of his
upholstery project. “‘And part of it I
figured out myself.”

Figuring it out for himself was how
Edwards learned to take care of cars
when he was a student at Farmington
High School. By the time he graduated
in 1975, he was working for a local col-
lision shop.

Edwards has enough projects to
keep him busy and his family happy
for a while. His temporarily-neglected
van is scheduled for a rehaul that will
make it road efficient-for a trip to
either California or Florida.

‘That trip might wait for a while,
though. After wimning first prize for
the semi-sports division, he has
received offers to bring his car to
seven other shows in Flint, Lansing,
Ohio and Boston.

‘While he’s considering the offers, his
motives stem more from pride and
interest than money. For the Cobo
show, his $12,000 investment was
rewarded with $80 in prize money.

Eventually: he hopes to sell the Cor-
wvette. His asking price is $20,000 but
buyers should be aware that the car
has 100 miles on it. It's rarely driven.

Instead, Edwards can be seen cruis-
ing through town In a much-used late
mode! Plymouth.

His explanation for saving his show
car is simple. *'I've got good shoes and
T've got working shoes,’ he said,

it .wasn’t planned, James Edwards of Farmlnglnn Hills changed his stree(-weary Cnrvene
into a show car. (Staff phote by Cynthia Abatt)

Fans love him tenderly

By TERESA BANAS

A woman from a nearby Detroit sub-
urb calls frantically requesting a bet-
ter seat. The thind row is just not
close.

A Kalamazoo woman decided to cur-
tail her hospital stay and trave! the 150
miles to the Redford Theatre to see
and hear him perform.

Elvis Wade Cummins is comin’ to
the Redford Theatre at 17360 Lahser
this Friday night, and his fans couldn’t
be more ecstatic.  *

For those who can't even wait that
long, the singer, who has adopted the

Sports and music headline benefit

If you like sports and music, you'll
love the Farmington Community
Band's All-Sports and Variety Show.

That's the word from Bill Conroy
and Roger Walker, who are spear-
heading this event. The program is co-
sponsored by the band and the Farm-
ington Chamber of Camumerce, along
with a bevy of band boosters.

‘The performance, a fundraiser for
theband will behaldFeb 17 at 7:30
pm. in Harrison High School. Event
organizers are bringing in sport and
musical talent from around the coun-
try to entertain Farmington gpea resi-
dents.

“It's a great way for families to
have an entertaining evening,” says
Ralph Chapman, activities director for
the variety show.

Among the entertainers are Larry
Chopp and Judy Landau, world roll-
erskatmg dance champions; tele-
vision’s Mr. Houdini; *Masters of
Dance Arts Compeny; an exhibition by
Dele Hartzell, world champion frisbee
champion; and a soccer exhibition by
Peter Stoyanovic, natienal champion
soccer ball juggler.

Other “entertainment includes the
Plymouth Fife aod Drum Corps, the
Acronauts ‘Gymnastic Team, the
Motor City Boxers, the Vernor's
gnome, and the Farmington Commu-
nity Band

world champlnns.
Mr. Hous

Motor City Boxers from Detroit.
Plymouth Drum and Fife Corps.
The Vernor’s gnome.

The Farmington Community Band.

Concert Planist Gordon Blelch.
Baton twirling by Barbara Reuter,

Schedule of events

‘Trampoline exhibition by Dennis Harlan and George

Acronauts Gymmxum Team, featuring Marina Davidovich and Karen
Martino.

Roller skating-exhibition by Larry Chopp and Judy Landaw, 20d phce
world dance pair champlons and Nanette Pawlek, Michigan ladies cham-

plon.
Frisbee exhibition by Dale Hartzell, world junior champlon.

Mr., Dance of America, 1977 Douglas Ingle.
Russian Ballet by the Masters of Dance Arts Company.

The Redford Township Unicycle Clob.
strut champion and presently Miss Deurbarn Helghts.

Soccer ball juggling champion Peter Stoyanovich.
Oldtime bicycle éxhibition by Paul

below) are $2 and senior citizens, 65
years and older, are also $2.

pTickets may be purchased at the
Insurance Agency, 33215

former

former national Intermediate fancy

Grimshaw riding his 1886 and 1888

Grand River; Paul Barber, Farm-
ington Community Band director at
477-3382; or any band member.
Parking is free and refreshments—
Ppop, popeorn, candy bars, potato chips.
and coffee—are 25 cents for the eve-

Ting.

Funds raised from the evening's
events will be used to support the com-
munity band for the coming year.
Expenses for the band are the band
director and assistant band director
salaries, purchase of band sheet
music, band equipment, travel
expenses, honorafium for visiting art-
ists, maintenance of wniforms and
expenses incurred in providing free
concerts.

Donors of $2, $3 or $4 become band
patrons, and anyone giving $5 or more

will become a sweetheart patron. A
contribution of $100 or more makes the

su:e mﬁ;:um by Jearme and Gerald Bocei and Martin Kraft, donor a century
‘A trampet solo by Frank DiBlasl, Oskway Symphony conductor. Al contributors will be isted in the
. . program bookleL
““This is a great program for church  onstrate their skills and really thrill
groups, boy and girl scouts and any  you and give you an exciting evening,”
oﬁtr yuuzh group,” sa; he says.

Chapman.
Local, state, national and world
champions in various spocts will dem-

Adu]t tickets are 3, students and
children's tickets (12th grade and

FARMINGTON COMMUN”Y BAND -
Patron Listing Fund Drive

NAME:

(PLEASE PRINT)

ADDRESS:

Drugstore break-ins
net narcotics

Two Farmington drugstores located
on Grand River were relieved of cash
and narcoties by thieves over the
weekend.

Woodfield Pharmacy, at 35151 Grand
River, was entered through a hole in
the roof sometime between 3 p.m.,
Sunday, and $:3 a.m., Monday,

CITY:

AMQUNT DONATED:

ORGANIZATION (if any):

to City of Farminglon
police.

About $1,500 in cash and checks, and
a large quantity of narcotics were
taken from the drugstore, police

rt

report. .
A similar bresking and entering

- occurred at Concord Drugs, at the cor-
u ner of Grand River and Halstead,
to F Hills police.

Elvis name

. will appear
at 10 am. FndayaﬁnStmm‘lSmim
record store in Canton.

“People are dying to see anyone who
just looks like Elvis,” Pat Hatala says.
“But when they come back, it’s to see
Wade because he's like himself and
not Elvis.”

Mrs. Hatala, of Farmington, is one
of Wade's most adamant promoters.
She’s the secretary of his national fan
club and both she and her husband are
responsible for his professional pho-
tography, out of their Livonia photo
shop. The fan club has members from

UNITE

CHAMP

the area, including Redﬂrd

They sny Wade has a magnetism
that only the best entertainers project.
They say his style is unique, all his
own; although they admit his pational
popularity originated from his impres-
sions of the Jate legendary Presley.

It may seem somewhat of a para-
dox, buth:s local fans still say there’s
only one Elvis Wade.

THE FAN CLUB'S treasurer, Fay
Stein of Dearborn Heights, once
stitched yards of silk scarves so the

(Continued on page 124)

STATES
NSHIPS

Champion roller skaters Larry Chopp and Jndy landau will be fea-
gd at the Farmington Community Band “‘All Sports and Variety

sustc for weddings, parties, or banquets.

THE BEST
IN TOWN

John Fuller has first hand proot that our
% classified section is the best in-town, “1 1%
5% got fantastic results,” he told us, “ond NI
n::)::dlpon.w et oll from the other paper £

Peogle neeing people i
each other i P"MP' il

DIAL DIRECT
644-1070




