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Detroit economic growth council

may cause city-suburbs friction

By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI

In an effort to bolster the City of
Detroit's sagging tax base and stop the
erosion of its business and industrial
community, a new economic coalition
has been called together to compete
with the rest of the slate in attracting
new industry. -

*All of us are aware that for the last
several decades, the City of Detroit
has been losing businesses, losing jobs,
losing population, and losing tax base.
Our determination a year ago was to
develop an effective approach to
reversing those trends,” said Lynn
Townsend, former chairman of the
board of Chrysler Corp. and co-chair-
man of the Economic Growth Counci!
of Detroit. He spoke at a meeting of
the Economic Club of Detroit.

The Detroit Economic Growth
Corp.. a non-profit corporation formed
at the request of Detroit Mayor Cole-
man Young, will receive $350,000 from
Detroit. and $350.000 from the State of
Michigan. It is anticipating $250.000 in

contributions from Detroit businesses.

According to Townsend, the corora-
tion will “confine its efforts to the cor-
porate limits of the city of Detroit™ —
throwing it into direct competiton with
the suburbs and regional agencies.

“AFTER LOOKING carefully ay the
statistics on southeastern Michigan. it
became quite clear that. although
there are pockets of problems regard-
ing the loss of jobs and tax base in
other areas of southeastern Michigan,
the region as a whole has done quite
well over the last 20 years in sub-
Stantially increasing its jobs and tax
base, whereas the city has declined.”
Townsend said.

“*Looking at this issue from another
vantage point. if we can effectively
reverse the trend of job, business and
tax loss that has taken place in the
City of Detroit, this may well be the
best possible thing that can be done for
the region as a whole.™

One way the city hopes Lo attract
new business is through the estab-
lishemnt of a “land bank.™

“If we hope to attract new busi-
nesses, then we have to facilities to
handle and house them," said James
M. Roche, former chairman of the
board of General Motors and co-chair-
man of the Economic Growth Council
of Detroit.

Townsend agreed: “If weTe to
attract new plants, we have to have
sizeable building sites.”

DESPITE THE direct competition
between the new corpration and the
suburbs, Townsend assured that the
growth corporation would *‘work
closely™ with regional and state eco-
nomic-expansion agencies.

“If any business establishment is
lost to Detroit. we will leave no stone
unturned to insure that effective steps
are taken by others to keep those busi-
ness and those jobs in the State of
Michigan,” he said.

Townsend and Roche offered other
suggestions for aiding the city.

The Economic Growth Council. an
advisory body and the predecessor of
the Economic Growth Corp.. recom-
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Bridal Sets @ Elegant Dinner Rings e Bracelets
Wedding Bands @ Diamond Pendants

Mens Rings e Earrings

Cadlored Stone &Diamond Combinations

Sale Priced from $59.95 to $23,000.00 NG

Save1/3 on 14 Kt. Gold Jewelry

Our entire Inventory of
CHAINS - EARRINGS - RINGS -BRACELETS
Sale Priced from $9.95 to $695.00

Save 20 to 65% on Sterfing, Sitverplate

& Stainless Flatware™

Sale includes Americas leading brands suchas: | .
ONEIDA, INTERNATIONAL, TOWLE,
GORHAM,WALLACE, REED & BARTON

LUNT, STEIFF, KIRK

Save 20 to 50% on Giftware & Holloware

Sale includes Famous maker Silver, Pewter,
Stainless. China. Porcelain Crystal & our
entire inventory of fine gift items.
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keynote address to inau-
gurate Council Week
1978 of the National
Council of Jewish
Women Monday, Jan. 23
in Raleigh House, South-

Mrs. Power, who cur-
rently chairs the United
States National Commis-
sion for UNESCO, will
speak following a noon

Caring and Sharing is
the theme of this year’s
Council Week, which will

the council's role in the

erative projects with
other service organiza-

Some of these projects
include women in com-
munity service (WICS),

mended that Detroit taxes be lowered
and that state maintain or increase the
flow of dollars into the city.

“Federal and state revenues must
e continued at least at present levels.
‘This city cannot raise taxes and hope
to remain competitive as a place to
live and do business. New revenues for
this country’s older cities must come
from the broader tax bases repre-
sented by federal and state govern-
ments.” Roche said.

“WE ALSO determined.” he said,
“that the Detroit tax has generously.
but perhaps beyond its means, pro-
vided some services for people who
live largely outside the city.”

He pointed to a number of Detroit
institutions which were used over-
whelmingly by non-Detroiters includ-
ing the Detroit Institute of Arts, the
Main Library and the Detroit Zoo.

Three-fourths of the Inslitute of
Arts’ visitors are non-Detroiters and
an estimates 75 to 85 per cent of those
going to the zoo are from outside the
city limits.” Roche said

Sarah Power
Keynote speaker

Sarah Power, a Uni- tutorial program and the
versity of Michigan orchards.
regent, will give the As part of the Council

Week observance, all
NCJW volunteers have
been invited to attend an
afterncon of entertain-
ment including a musi-
cal skit written by Jose-
phine Weiner of
Huntington Woods and
Flossie Kreger of South-
field, and directed by
Helen Rowin, Birming-
ham. It will be held at
12:30 p.am. Wednesday,
. 25 in Temple
Emanu-El in Oak Park.
Rabbi Sherwin Wine of
the Birmingham Temple
will speak on caring and
sharing at 8 p.m.
Thursday, Jan 2 in the
Farmington Hills Public
Library on 12 Mile
between Orchard Lake
and Farmington Roads.
Reservations are lim-

overview of

and its coop-

Operation ited and may be made
by calling the council
office at 557-9604.
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Ski Clothing
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Equipment
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Three for the road

Kathy, Nick and Ron, three gentle pups at the Birmingham Mini Shel-
ter, 1329 S. Woodward, are waiting for that perfect home. Kathy
(left), a loving beagle-basset mix, is 10 weeks old and adores chil-
dren. Dick, a terrier-mix, is eight weeks old, and Ron, a collie-mix, is
10 weeks old. All three can be contacted at 646-5099.

Children’s Art Workshop

Saturday, Jan. 28, 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Jewelry making with Das Clay, (dries to a ceramic-like fin-
ish without firing), Conducted by Penny Neff, former art
with West ield Public Schools.

$3% includes materials

Be Sure To Visit Our New Art Degartment

all for learnin

Since 1905
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Special People

Free Puppet Show
January
Pupineau’s Pippen Puppets Presents
“Critter Capers"

A Special
Place For

21st, 1:00 p.m. Robert

Save 20 to 30% on Clocks & Watches

Includes famous name wall. table and
grandfather clocks - plus a wide selection of
wrist and pocket watches.

‘exttnded financing avaiable—up 10 36 Mo, 10 pay.

yaway WeiCOme:

i JEWELERS &ISILVERSMITHS SINCE 1916

DOWNTOWN ROCHESTER MEADOWBROOK VILLAGE MALL
414 Wainut Bivd, NOW TWO ‘Weiton Blvd. at Adams Rd.
3 8524440 LOCATIONS 3750100
W) .

o VISA, BA

Photo Show Jan. 30 - Feb. 9
Sponsored by West Bloomfield Parks &
Recreation, and the West Bloomfield
Library.

Live Interview Feb. 14

WLBD live radio interview with
Johannas Spreen

Flower & Garden Show
February 17 thru March 3
North Farmington, West Bloomfield

Little League Registration February 4,
11, 25 10:00 to 3:00
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