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Travolta-style dancing brings ’em back to floor

(Continued from Page 3A)

Barnes, who's been teaching dancing
for 30 years, admits one attraction to
the dance is that the new ones are
l’alrly easy to learn.

**You can get out on the dance floor
and look good after a couple of les-
sons,” he said of the fast dances.

Fox trots and waltzes are difficult to
master because they're slow and less
showy than such steps as the three
count hustle.

“THE FAST DANCES are exciting.
You lock like you're doing something
because they're fast. If you goof up a
few steps, noone really notices. Arfd it
looks good.

A waltz is difficult to learn because
you have to know the pattems and
steps to look good," he said.

In addition to the many dances tak-
ing off on the hustle, young dancers
are returning to hand-to-hand contact
in the discos.

For the last 15 years, the young ver-
sion of slow dancing has been to
engage the partner in a bear hug and
rock back and forth to the music,
according to Barnes.

Now. a slightly more sophisticated
version of that non-step is being used
and taught. The rocking motion is
more uniform and the feet are apart

“It's a good looking step. The best
I've taught, " Barnes said.

The box step is moving into favor as
more structured dances take over the
popular floor.

WHILE STRUCTURE is undergoing
a revival on the Saturday night floors,
it's enjoying continued popularity in

the studios and the schools. An old
form of structured dancing that has
survived reports of its imminent death
is square dancing.

One of the reasons it's alive and well
in the suburbs is the enthusiasm of

dance groups like the Fancy
Farmers of Farmington.

More difficult to learn than disco,
square dance enthusiasts can take 30
lessons in & year’s time through the
Fancy Farmers and Farmington Pub-
lic Schools. After a year of learning
their way around the 75 basic steps,
the students are invited to join the
group.

Even after a year, dancers often
need to re-visit the classes to review
the steps, said Edit Stone, of Farm-
ington Hills, Fancy Farmers publicity
chairman.

“You have to keep dancing to keep
in practice.” she said. “You have to
listen to the caller.”

Experienced square dancers who
need review can attend classes as
teacher aids, according to Mrs. Stone.
The students learn the intricacies of
square dancing manners as well as the
steps.
Dancers shake hands and introduce
themselves to the other couples in
their square of four partners before
the dance. Afterwards, etiquette
demands each member thank the
other for the dance.

*“Even the young teenagers do that,”
said Mrs. Stone.

For about $4 a couple, dancers can
attend a club sponsored dance. Club
fees are $1.50 a year. Out of that
money, the club pays their caller,
Bruce Light, who also runs the dance
classes.

IT'S a common practice, also, for a
caller to form his own club, according
to Mrs. Stone.

Social activity, the chance to dress
up and excercise lures people to a
club. Mrs. Stone and her husband Jack
decided to join the Farmers after they
saw the group dance at the Farm-
ington Founders Festival two years
ago,

“It's good excercise. When I don't
dance for a while, I feel my legs get
S, she said.

On square dance night she and her
husband don their costumes and mem-
bership badges. Occasionally, the
group will go “'stealing,” to encourage
a neighboring organization to attend
their dances.

Stealing involves one group laking
another’s banner. In order to retrieve
the group banner, the members have
to attend the other group's dance.

Costumes help to identify members
of each group when they go '‘travel-
ing” to other dances. Women with
some sewing skill can make the short
ruffled skirt and peasant blouse of
their costume. A crinoline petticoat is
the most outstanding expense at $18.
Soft soled square dance shoes help the
dancer slide across wooden floors.

Men can get away with a string tie,
long sleeved wester shirt, loafers and
slacks. Blue jeans are frowned on for
everyone.

EXCERCISE also plays a part in tap
dancing's appeal. Long relegated to

old movies and spoofs, tap is coming
into its own again, thanks to advertise-
ments and plays such as “*No, No.
Nannette,” according to Virginia Dick-
erman, who's been tapping in Farm-
ington for 20 years.

*It burns up calories. It's fun,” she

id.
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Children with feet that toe in, coordi-
nation problems and poor muscle con-
trol can get the proper excercise
through tap dancing. Mrs. Dickerman

says.

The dance has reappeared because
it's easy to jeamm.

“1 never had anybody whom I
couldn't get tap dancing in the first
lesson,™ said Mrs. Dickerman. *“They
walk out of the studio with at least one

step.”

Her classes attract between 2560
adults as well as children.

Men shy away from tap but a few
are daring to try to emulate Astaire. -
It helps them with their footwork
when they play basketball,” Mrs. "~

Dickerman said.

WHILE MEN TAKE their first few
cautious shuffles into tap dancing,
they are managing to weave their way
into ballet. E

“Even men are accepting the -
dance.” said Mrs. Evelyn Kreason, .-
m has four young boys in her clas-. ..

*One went to the Dayton Ballet,” .
added Mrs. Kreason. -

‘Elvis’ fans flock

to their newest ldOl

(Continued from page 1A}
pedom\er could toss them to his ador-
ing fans during a performance.

It's been happening all over the
country and now it'l happen at the
Redford Theatre at 7:30 Friday night
when Wade retums to the area that
spawned his success.

Nita Hanchett of Canton first
encountered Wade in 1974 at the Poi-
son Apple Lounge in Westland, there
he had been a regular attraction gen-
erating a strong local following. Her
mother introduced her to the per-
former and described him as a *'down-
to-earth, loving persen, and a real
charmer. "

That even\ng Mrs. Hanchett
the founder and president of
the national Elvis Wade fan club.

record shops tod-ns:kmﬁesalsul
his latest album, “Introducing Elvis
Wade,” they've sert out 1,000 ﬂyers.
posters, .and made personal phone
calls to other club members.

ONE MIGHT WONDER why these
people have become so dedicated to °
the success of Elvis Wade. The offi-
cers say his sincerity, personal mag-
netism and his Jove for people have set-
him off from other performers. They
add that all they want in return for
their dedication is tq see him make it o

big. \ :
“'We don't receive &ny compensation -

from him or from the fan club,” Mrs.

Hatala stresses. “It's strictly because

we see him as a great performer

want to see him go to the top.”
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Hit Live Balls
© Beginners as well as Advanced Gullers
THURSDAY AF[FHNOON & EVENING CLASSES

CLASS—2 msTRIJCTORS
st 8 PUFILS WILL GET IN

FOR INFQ. CALL 477-8300 or 661-0393

/ Philip B. Thomas, Inc.

R Specializing in Personalized Custom
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Immediate | %
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Delivery | +ooner
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designer frames
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FREE
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KENTUCKY CHUNK

FIREPLACE COAL 25 1. b
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0? Insulate Your

Power Home At Our Cost

Rol- Matic Humidifier

SAVE %43

UP TO 25 GALLONS PER DAY CAPACITY

We are so conﬁdenl that we have the
finest establishment available that we
want you to visit any center in the
area and then ours—if you want the
best.
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Includes: WE WELCOME

® Humidistat (pre-wired) $7 qul‘l)ﬂonlg"

® Starting Coll

+ Crossover Duct CONVENIENT %‘ﬂ‘@. D SELE
® Water valve and fittings 292950 NORTHWEST for-

® Transformer (24 volt systems) s LOCATION mm erave

m i reprednts &
We are only 7 minules from Northville, 10 avey;?, ‘ﬂmwae Jandlsih.\evg.

To keep our crews busy during the off sea-
minutes from Farmington, . Farminglon Hills

son, we will insulate your home at our cost
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and Livonia, 15 minutes from Dearborn, lP—SeNe when we install aluminum, sleel, or vinyl
minutes from Southfield, West Bloomfield and W",pé siding. We also do quality installation of
Ann Arbor. \‘ UI_ %@ g trim, gutters, awnings, and roon additions.
HARDWARE | als
CONVALESCENT o SUeL, Call NOW
5 Mile at Farmington CENTER 'OM*;g_’%a For A Free Estlmale
105 hoggerty rood
we  GA2U35— 371617 VR | Rtk KIDLING-Woop m‘i’ﬁ‘d’b’“&., Quality Home Impmvemenl Inc.
A HEALTH SAVING SERVICES FACILITY *2 "‘ h‘?’dh Idﬂlw‘ﬁ -

OPEN DAILY 9a.m~9p.m. SUNDAY 10a.m. —'3F .m.




