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Sister act warms up rinks
with some cool skating

Watching a figure skater glide
cross the ice in near perfect form is a
:?on in humility for the average ska-

When the performers are teenagers,

who almx&y !iad’l their skills to other

aters, the lesson nearly becomes
painful for the envious onlogken
Standing on the sidelines while

Farmington Hills sisters Janet and

Kathy Hopkins perform sitspins and
spread eagles on their backyard rink

orlly gives a hint of how well the North

Farmington High students skate.

_Bumpy ice, cold temperatures, and

winds aren't a skater's natural
. elements. Janet, 17, and Kathy, 16, are
accustomed to indoor rinks, such as
the Grosse Pointe Skating Club where
they teach school figures (similar to
compulsory figures performed in com-
petition). That they eam $14 an hour to
. do what they like is a borws. )

_But neither sister entertains Olym-
Pic or even national dreams of recog-
nition. Since they've both turned pro-
. fessional and teach, competition isn't
. in the picture. Wirners of the state and
. national competitions must be ama-

teurs. But Janet and Kathy have never

been interested in competition against

il
v

others. The fun for each young weman
is in competing against herself.

IT JUST wasn't fun,” Janet says.
Both sisters have done most of their
practicing in Canada until recently,
under the direction of coaches Paul
Sales and Debbie McGiriness.

Now that they teach themselves, and
since the Windsor arena where they
skated has restricted the rink to ama-
teurs, Janet and Kathy don’t have as
much time to practice. But they're
still working on their medals. Skaters
in clubs, as well as competitive ska-
ters, test before judges to pass up into
higher areas. Much like competitions,
the skaters work for gold medals in
areas such as school figures, dance,
and freestyle, collecting bronze, pre-
silver, silver, and pre-gold medals on
the way.

Of the nine school figures, Kathy is
working on her sixth, while Janet is
‘working on her fourth. The medals are
non-competitve, as a skater works
strictly to improve his or her own
standin,

8.
That kind of competition against

one's self is approved by the senior
Hopkins, Tom and Martha.

“‘We've always taken the policy that
school comes first,” Mrs. Hopkins
says. Ann although she’s pleased that
her daughters have stuck with skating,
she encourages them to participate in
other activities.

*“To skate comPetitively, you have to
practice seven or eight hours a day,
and it's your whole life,” she explains.
“T've never been interested in that for
the girls."

A skater herself, she enrolled the
girls in a skating class at the tender
ages of three and two. Brother John, 9,
also skates, but seems to prefer other
sports such as bowling.

Janet and Kathy manage to partici-
pate in a variety of activities despite
their busy schedules. Kathy plays
piano and is a member of the Farm-
ington Soccer League. Janet enjoys
macrame, and the sisters sew and sing
in NFHS choral groups.

Next year, Janet plans to attend
Albion, but will have to wait a year
until Albion builds a proposed rink
before she’s able to supplement her
income through skating instruction.

Kathy appears headed toward a
career in medicine, but her immediate
goal is to keep up with the studying.

For Kathy and Janet Hopkins, ice is a natural habitat. Janet, 17,
supports sister Kathy, 16, in one of the dance steps both girls
love. (Staff photo by Cynthia Abatt)
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SAVE ON THESE VERSATILE SIMMONS
HIDE-A-BEDS AND SOFA-SLEEPERS
BY WITTENBURG... CONVERT ANY ROOM TO

Use our convenient charge plan, Visa or Master Charge

v 43% o

We're closing out our entire stock, including
floor samples...Simmons Hide-a-Beds and
Sofa-Sleepers by Wittenburg. Our fine selection
includes queen, full and love-seat sizes in your
choice of Contemporary, Traditional and Colonial
styles. In this group is a wide array of fabrics
including 100% Herculons, Nylons, corduroys,
stripes, florals, plaids, solids and textured solids.
If you've been dreaming of big savings, this is
your chance to scoop up a great buy, come in
this week for your best choice!

Booms is appointed
to appeal board

Raymond A. Booms, of 24761 Creek-
side Drive, Farmington Hills, was
appointed to succeed William N.
Evans of Warren on the Workers'
Compensation Appeal Board. The
appointment, effective Feb. 2, is for
the remainder of a term expiring Feb.
1, 1979, and is subject to Senale cor-
firmation.

Booms, a native of Detroit, is a trial
attorney for the Michigan Mutual
Insurance Co. of Detroit. He was for-
merly in private practice and is a
graduate of the University of Detroit
Law School. His professional organiza-
tions include the State Bar of Michigan
and the Detroit and Oakland Bar
Associations.
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Farmington eyed
for SEMTA runs

Farmington residents may be able
to hop on a Southeastern Michigan
Transportation Authority (SEMTA)
bus within the next five years.

That's according to SEMTA's pro-
posed five-year service improvement
program. SEMTA does not srrvice the
City of Farmington although several
bus routes have been established in the
northeast section of Farmington Hills.

Planned routes inciude: a Grand
River route from Farmington Rd.
east; a Farmington Rd. route from
Grand River south: and a route on Shi-
wasssee from Orchard Lake Rd. east.
An Eight Mile route,from Farmington
Rd. east also is planned.

Farmington Hills proposed routes
include an Orchard Lake Rd. route
north from the Orchard Ridge Campus
of Oakland Community College.

Farmington City Mgr. Robert Dead-
man suggested during Monday’s coun-
cil meeting that, the Orchard Lake Rd.
be extended south to Grand River and
that the Grand River route, scheduled
toend at Farmington Rd., be extended
to the Ten MileGrand River inter-
section “'to facilitate the large residen-
tial and apartment complexes and the
industrial park which are located
along this bus route.”™

Deadman will forward the sugges-
tions to SEMTA authorities per coun-
cil's instructions.

“If the state législature adopts the
proposed two cents gas tax increase.
and the formula for distribution of
these added revenues includes sub-
sidizing a bus route system. then
SEMTA will be in a position to begin
implementing this plan.” he said.
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