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Auto tips

Radials can’t

By PATRICK KELLY

Contrary to popular belief, ordinary radial tires
are no substitute for snow tires for winter driving.
In loosely packed snow, for instance, the tread
grooves will pack up quickly, leaving the tire with
aslick tread surface against the slippery snow at
certain temperatures.

Many cities that have snow emergency regu-
lations requiring snow tires or chains don't care
how well radials are supposed to work in snow. If
you get stuck without snow tires or chains and
cause a traffic jam, you may be fined.

There is a fine in some places just for traveling
On Snow emergency routes withoul snow tires or
chains, whether you cause a traffic jam or not. If
you plan to travel into other states. you had better
know the law.

And, if_you think you can put your old bias or
belted bias snow tires on your new radial-equipped
car, forget it. Mixing bias or belted bias snow tires
with radials is a bad idea. If vou have radials on
the front, you should put raidal snows on the rear.
The handling of the car can be severely affected if
you don't.

For better tire care in cold and snowy weather

*Keep the tires properly inflated. Reducing the
air pressure does not increase traction, and exces-

Can spring be far behind?

The weather may be bad in Michigan now,
but it will get better. That's the time o pop off
roof of the new Ford Thunderbird T-Roof con-
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summer. Make sure they are out of the sun and
way from electric motors. which normally pro-
duce ozone. Store white sidewalls facing each
other to keep the whilte clean.

*When storing radials. mark the wheel position
with chatk when you take them off. Put them back
on the same way on the same wheel to maintain
the direction of rotation.

*Besides being illegal in most states, bald tires
are especially risky in bad weather, because they

“hydroplane™ or act like water skis on wet roads
and have greatly reduced traction on.snow. If your
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