History team is ‘promoting the town’

(Continaed from pege 14)

the Michigan Historical Commission
and the State Historic Preservation
Review Board.

Miss Sickels said the commssion
members probably will receive their
‘work  assignments” at Thursday's
meeting,

IN MOST commumities, a study
Committee prepares the report and
ordirance and a historic district com-
mission isn't established until after the
ordinance is adopted. Since Rochester
has already established its commis-
sion, the body may grow as the his-
toric district plans evolve.

“If it (the present commission) gets
too big, we'll relinquish control and
act as a parent group,” Miss Sickels
said. “We would then share our knowl-
ed_gevand expertise with the new com-
mission.”

A\fler reviewing historic district
ordinances in Waterford and Avon
townships, the city of Detroit and
other communities in Virginia and
Louisiana, Miss Sickels devised an
ordinance for Rochester.

She said the commission is consid-
ering the downtown area for several
reasons: The preservation of Main

Street, Avon Township Hall, Dillman
and Upton's hardware store, Roches-
ter Paper Mill and a mumber of other
buildings that should be preserved for
aesthetic and historical purposes.

A public hearing will be held within
60 days after submission of the com-
mission’s report to the city council.
Most persons affected by the district
plans should attend the hearing, Miss
Sickels said.

*“Owners of buildings have the right
of refusal to become a part of the dis-
trict,” she said. *“That type of question
can usuzally be answered at a hearing,
when people can determine how it
would benefit them, how it may affect
their building.”

She said the commission would like
to obtain historic designation plaques
for buildings eventually included in the

rict.

ACCORDING TO Robert Miller of
the Michigan Historical Commission,
ordinances can vary from very weak
to very stringent. Enforcement pro-
cedures also vary, but a property
owner hoping to make changes to the
exterior of his building always has
recourse to the local legislative body—
the city council.

Miller also adced that the historic

No accidents reported
in gas-diesel fuel mixup

A mixup of gasoline and diesel fuel
at an Avon Township service station
turned out to be an even bigger prob-
lem than expected. However, no acci-
dents have been reported and Avon
Fire Chief Mark Belkoff said that
Wednesday most of the faulty mixture
has been returned. .

The mixup occurred when. on two
Separate occasions, Jan. 11 and Jan.
15, a private hauler accidentally filled
adiesel tank at the Unian 76 station on
Auburn Road, west of Crooks, with
gasoline.

In diesel engines, including trucks
and some passenger cars, the gaso-
linediesel mixture will cause the
engine to sputter and stall. Station
owner Walter Simpkins said this posed
no extreme danger and the fuel tanks
can be cle:}ned and refueled easily
enough.

However, those who bought the
faulty mixture for use in home space
heaters could be in danger. Gasoline
ignites at a much lower temperature

than diesel fuel and could cause an
explosion in some heaters.

At first it was thought that only
about 300 gallons of the mixture were
sold. Bulletins were sent out alerting
the public to the danger and Simpkins

- attempted to track down some of the

buyers through credit card purchases.

Later, it was discovered that around
2,200 gallons of the mixture was sold,
some of it still unaccounted for. The
fuel mix-up was discovered Jan. 17
and Belkoff said no accidents have
been reported.

How much of the faulty mixture is
gasoline and how much is diese! fuel is
still unknown, and investigations by
the Michigan State Police and the
office of the state fire marshal are
continuing.

Simpkins said the station tanks are
clearly marked for gasoline or diesel
fuel and a telephone call to him or a
truck dispatcher would have told the
driver what tank to purmp the fuel into.

district designation will not result in a
decrease in property values,

““On the contrary, it makes the prop-
erty more desirable because of the
protection afforded it,” he said, “It"s
similar to a zoning ordinance. If you
buy a home in a neighborhood because
you like the set-backs, the big front
porches or whatever, you would be
willing to spend more if you knew your
next-door neighbor couldn’t tear down
his porch and put in an aluminum
awning and cement porch.

“And as in a residential area, the
more active the real estate market is,
the'faster assessments will rise. Most
property owners in downtown Roches-
ter have lzeen putting a lot of money

)

into remodeling their buildings. If
there had been a historic district ordi-
nance, the remodeling might have
been done to complement the commu-
nity—the money would still have been
spent, but just in a different way.”

MILLER SAID establishing a his-
toric district in Rochester would be
“one way to develop the review proc-
ess, to begin thinking about aesthetics
and the visual impact of the commu-
nity as a whole.

“If you have a historic district, you
can develop design elements that
people can look at when they consider
redoing their building. They can pick
out details on the building and say, *
“Here's the kind of scale, the type of
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texture that we're trying to preserve.’
There will be a set of guidelines so
that any new renovation or new con-
struction fits in with the landscape."”
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7:30 p.m. in Rochester Municipal
Building’s council chambers.  Miss
Sickels said the commission may
decide to meet mare often as momen-

The Rochester cammission meets
the fourth Thursday of every month at

Retir

tum on the historic district idea builds.

contributions
1t's still not too late to
make contributions to
Individual Retirement
Accounts and Keogh
plans that are deductible
on 1977 tax retums. The
deadlines are Feb. H for
IRAs and April 17 (this
year's tax filing dead-
line) for Keogh accounts.
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Art gifts will
be exhibited

Meadow Brook Art
Gallery at Oakland Uni-
versity will showcase
recent contributions in
an exhibit opening Feb.
12 and running through
March 12. |

CEORE CRECKEEKELRE IR

The exhibition is
entitled *'Recent Gifts to
the University Art Col-
lection.” It will repre-
sent mainly contempo-
rary art works received
by the university from
private collectors in |
recent years. S

The works include
paintings by Pat Lipsky,
Henry Pearson, Gen-
evieve Claisse, and
David Einstein, and
prints by Pierre Ale-
chinsky and Robert
Morris.

The gallery is in Wil-
son Hall on the QU
campus. Hours are 1-5
pm. Tuesday through
Friday, 26:30 pm on
Saturday and Sunday.
and 7:30-8:30 p.m. on
evenings when there is a
Meadow Brook Theatre
performance. The gal-
lery is closed on
Monday.
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SALE-LAST 5 DAYS

suits by H. Freeman & Sons, one of

our Givenchy suit collection is on
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assorted sport coats by makers like
Christian Dior, Bill Blass,

H. Freeman & Sons, Corbin, Daks,
Givenchy, in fine imported and
domestic fabrics. American and

European styles, now

Daks suits at important price
reductions. British-cut, in beautiful
woolens: plaids, subtle stripes,
handsome solid shades. An
important collection by an
outstanding maker, now

the country’s most respected
makers of fine conservative
clothing. The suits in this collection
are soft shouldered, with just
2 hint of shaping. Now

sale. Slim, elegantly-cut suits in the
new European tradition, in fine
quality wools and wool blends. All
models are vested. Now

159.85-269.85

Iy

69.85-219.85 139.85-219.85 169.85-279.85 b
FAMOUS BRAND SUITS by Bill Blass, John Milford, FINE QUALITY DRESS SLACKS DESIGNER & BETTER MAKER DRESS SHIRTS, now .. .. 12.99-16.99 :
. Christian Dior, Raphael, now ..................... 99.85-279.85 assorted fabrics, styles,now ....................... 29.85-49.85 SHETLAND & LAMBSWOOL SWEATERS
OVFRCOATS AND TOPCOATS by Aquascutum, Alpacuna, Matland CHAMY SUEDE SHIRT JACKETS assorted shades, now . ... .. 109.85 crewnecks, V-necks, now .
of England and other famous makers, now .. ... .. ... 139.85-259.85 GANT BUTTONDOWN OXFORDCLOTH SHIRTS solids, now 14.99 FINE NECKWEAR designer items, now . 3
. GANT RUGGER STRIPED SHIRTS cotton knits, now . ........ 12.99 9
Sale ends January 31, 1978 , : 9
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