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Fashion on a shoestring

Bargains abound, if you know where to look

By CAROL SCHWARTZ _

bet the price of a wardrobe
amily of four that you can outfit
that' family in downtown Birmingham
for {esythan $507

It's-a good thing that Floraine and

Woody Woodbum are the gracious
owners of the Birmingham Resale
Shop, 319 E. Brown Street (647-0803)
because they can make it easy for you
1o pay off that bet.

Or, if you're a chick who's really
into the sorry "30s and wartime '40s
bit, drop into the Fabulous Second
Hand Shop, 1437 Randoiph, Detroit
(963-3857) in the old garment district
across from the Artist Market. On the
site of what was once Michigan
Woglens, you'li find Mariamne Pinzer
with her collection of ‘‘vintage
clothes™ from the flapper *20s to the
'50s,.glthough she specializes in the
"30s and *40s.

Anything from peek-a-boo see-
throughs, halter tops made from
aprons and old material, skirts from
old scarves, designer dresses and
feathered fans to seam-toed nylons,

unisex military clothing,

ponchus, and even 8#inch woolknitted

French red baron air force scarves for

the men in your life are just some of

the “cream of the crop of old things"

found there. Amazingly enough,

dresses range anywhere from $5 to

$30, and tops run §1 to §15. Chances are

that much of th¢ apparel was made by
Ms. Pinzer herself.

“The- thing about our store is that
you don't have to come in and paw
through everything,” said. “We

pick the best clothes, clean and repair

them so they're ready-to-wear. I call
them vintage clothes.”

Their origin, she added, is her “little
secret.” Some of them come from
estate sales. “And, I like to think of
our clothes as a timeless kind of style.
You really can’t date some of them."

“IT'S LOADS of fun to be here,”
said Floraine Woodburn as we got
acquainted over tea in a tiny cluttered
room she jokingly calls her parior in
the Birmingham store.

“We. don’t pressure or coerce any-
body tor buy things,”” her husband
Woody-chimed in. “But if you stay
here long enough, you're bound to take
something home with you.”

Mrs.~Woodbum is a former buyer
for a Jarge department store who bor-
rowed some money from her husband
to start the business 16 years ago.
Now, he’s a partner instead of a
creditor.

“We're not snobbish,” a saleslady
added. It's the sersible person who
walks through our door. Here, people
can buy more things for less fmoney."”

Mrs. Woodbum pointed out that
there's a difference between a resale
store like hers and a junkshop. Every-
thing in the shop is brought in by pri-
vate persons and sold on consignment.
Fifty per cent of the profit is given to
the consigning customer every Mon-
day or Thursday.

“We call these our golden days,”
said Woodburn.

“But we just don't take anything into
our shop,” Mrs. Woodburn added,

‘Who'd want to buy a torn Anne Klein
gowm or holey Johnny Carson, Hickey-
Frééman, or Pierre Cardin sports
jacket? ‘That's why we make sure
everythil cleaned, pressed and in
good condition before |l's I||mg up.”

It was cheaper
in 1913

America’s first drive-in service sta-
tion was opened by the Gulf Refining
Company on Dec. 1, 1813, at the inter-
section of Baum Boulevard and St.
Claire in Pittsburgh, Pern. They sold
30 gallons of gasoline the first day.

Signals became

rock music
‘The first radio patent of importance
was issued to Thomas Edison Dec. 29,

1891, Patent No. 465971 went for “A_

mezans .for transmitting signals elec-
trically.” From these meager begin-
nings radio has since blossomed into
quadrophonic rock.

‘The store also Iaks pride in its per-
sonal service. “Ifs customer is in
need of a particular item, we try our
best to locate it and call her when it’s
in,” Mrs. Woodl said.

Moving from the downstairs to the
upstairs of this redbricked home,
there are rooms for ladies, girls, men
and boys. Suits, pants and shirts are
separated according to size as are
dresses, skirts and blouses. If you've
got the patience (and the time) any-
thing from a $1 Countess Mara tie to a
Larry Aldridge summer cotton dress
priced at $28 (originally $160) are wait-
ing to be tried on.

THEN, OF COURSE, there’s the
Nearly Nu Shoppe at 18927 W. Seven
Mile in Detroit (535-3018). The per-
sonable proprietress, Shirley Lynn,
takes pride not only in the quality of
clothing received, but its organization
on the display racks.

Nothing in this shop is left to the
imagination. Everything is orderly
arranged by style and size. Geoffrey
Beene, Bill Blass, Oscar de la Renta,
Moltie Parnis, Calvin Klein, and Steve
Pedrix, just to name a few, are in
evidence.

But if you're looking for a blazer to
g0 with your slacks or a flashy halter
top to wear with gauchos, then odds
and ends are what you're after. Head
downtown to Winkelman's Rummage
Room, 1448 Woodward in Detroit (961-
3252) for some of the best buys on
coordinates to finish off the season.

Everything in the room is sales mer-
chandise collected from all Winkelman"
stores and priced as little as 30 per
cent to 50 per cent off. And the longer
the item sits there, the more it gets
reduced.

If you're really a good rummager,
Bobbie Brooks, Jonathan Logan and
Act III's are among many of the good
finds. And, if you wart even more
rummaging, Alberts Clearing House at
4910 Schaefer, Dearborn (584-9530);
14325 Gratiot, Detroit (521-7929); 31069
Harper, St. Clair Shores (293-0400);
and 1437 Woodward, Detroit (961-8544)
has bargains galore.

The Jacqueline Shop Outlet at 3160
Twelve Mile, Berkley (399-4220) is yet
another bargain hunters’ haven to add
to your list. Women's ready-to-wear
jeans, slacks and sweaters are all new
and reduced from 30 to 50 per cent.

On the other hand, if you really like
to be original (and the only one in
town to own a particular Berkshire
pant suit) then sample shops are
where it's at.

Pocket Pleasers, 4161 Orchard Lake,
W. Bloomfield (626-3850) and 1546
Union Lake in Unimn Lake (363-7622),
has high fashion samples for ladies
and girls. Samples and odds and ends
are brought from showrooms all
across the country and priced at least
25 to 40 per cent less than retail.

New first quality brand names come
in sizes to fit the size 3 to 24% figure.
As the owner proudly claimed, “‘Fash-
ians for the gal on the go or the gal on
the move™ is our slogan. Even Visa
and Master Charge are honored here.
You can't beat that.,

More samples? The Sample Rack at
3055 W. Twelve Mile in Berkley (398-
3779) also discourts ladies-wear brand
naknes in sizes 5 to 12 from 30 to 50 per
cent.

ENOUGH FOR THE ladies and
girls. Let's" give some equal time to
the guys. Walker’s Inc. at 27319 South-
field in Lathrup Village, specializes in

Men s better clothing and ail natignal

" (some with labels and some
wnlhcm) Suits, sports coats, shirts
and slacks are plentiful. All are dis-
counted for as much as 30 to 40 per
cent. Only v - catches here—no alter-
ations and no credit cards. (424-8711).

For the rest of the family, many of
the resale shops have everything to
meet everyone's needs. Take Hadas-
sah Thrift at 224 Nine Mile in Ferndale
(547-8080)  for umnce_ Clothing is
donated and priced anywhere from $1
to $40. Guys can buy a brand name
pair of shoes for under $ and girls can
buy a $280 Claire Pearone evening

gown for $35. As the manager admit-
led, “I buy all of my clothes here.”
Steals like this are worth adding to
your winter garb,

Atthe Opponumly Shop in St James *
Church, 355 W. ple, Birmingham
(644—6442), resale clothing for the
youngest to the oldest member of your
family is in abundance in a price
range of $1 to $35. A & LaCosta child’s
dress may be tucked next to a §5 for-
mal from Bonwits. And, for the man
(or boy) of the house, slacks are
priced from $1 to $6. Good leather
bags are also on hand.

If your family is really into designer
clothes, then Bargain Box at 123 W.
Brown Street, Birmingham, (644-4528)
has racks full of Carter’s, Sylvia
White's, Beene, Anne Klein and de la
Renta. The management is not snobb-
ish about selling them to you either. At
the prices they go for, there’s no rea-
son not to be a name dropper.

Still into the label scene? Council
Thrift’s three locations, 1221 E. Lin-
coln, Royal Oak- (542-2600); 3403 Puri-
tan, Detroit (927-9026); and 16531
Livernois, Detroit (863-9346) are
known for loading floor space with
such leaders in the world of fashion as
Sonia Rykiel, Yves St. Laurent, Diane
von Furstenberg, Pierre Cardin, Guy
Laroche, and Christian Dior.

‘The kids can pick out a pair of earth
shoes for $5 while the guys are trying
on a §25 Bill Blass sports jacket and
the ladies are already paying the cash-
ier $25 for a threepiece Anne Klein
pant suit and $2 matching scarf.

AWAY FROM THE hustle and
bustle, Rochester's Village Outlet Cen-
ter at 401 Walnut Street (651-6526)
offers unbelievable bargains for
everybody.

Located in a 120-yearold church,
three shops in particualar are worth
mentioning. The Clothes Press (651-
8326) offers famous brand men’s and
women's apparel. Anything from
sporiswear o evering dresses, vaca-
tion swimwear to tennis wear.and
raincoats are marked down to 50 per
cent.

Also, the Shoe Inn (652-26%) caters
to the female. Women's and girls'
shoes are priced at 30 to 60 per cent off
the retail ticket. Famous brand shoes,
boots and bags are all on display. On
top of good savings, youll find the
stores friendly and unturried. And for
the young ones, the Kid’s Korner (652-
4975) has famous makes of clothing for
children. Anything for infants up
through size 14 can be found here.
Boys and girls outerwear, jeans, sweat
shirts, pajamas, knitwear, all average.
50 per cent off.

A Village Outlet group also is
located in Farmington, at 33224 Grand
River. The Clothes Press, Shoe Im
and Kid's Korner can be found there
too, along with a Clothes Line shop
that features teen clothing and Mar-
mil Linens,

Martin H. Rose Warehouse on 25992
Eight Mile in Southfield (355-1770), is a
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If you're not wearing it, Sell it.|

Norman Allan
Gemolegist - Diamontologist Furablished 1919

30400 TELEGRAPH ROAD SUMTE 134

You can't enjoy your jewelry if it's
sitting in your safe deposit box. Sell
it for immediate cash. We purchase
fine gems, Diamonds, and Gold
Jewelry. -

A service to private owners, banks,
and estates.

BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN 43010 calt 642:5575
3 ( [ll J % YOUR
GLASSES FIT?
D Frame selection
Largest_ selection of is os important as your pre-
Bars Barstools. and scription. Appearance and function
C"L‘;;‘;ﬁ:j""’g"":‘mm; is the only winning combination. We can
20500 W. 221 Hamullnn give you both.
Six Mite 044 (in the Frankiin Shopping Plaza)
?;’5," A 29107 Northwestern Hwy., Southfield, Mich.
A

48034 358-4744

Thursday, January 26, 1978
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wholesaler whose specialty just hap-
pens to be imports. So if you're in the
market for a nice Htalian knit or
maybe even a coat for the little one,
Martin himself will personally see that
you're really given the red carpet
treatment.

Salvation Army, Goodwill
Industries, and Volunteers of America
may not have “red carpets,” but if
you're able to shuffle through their
tiled floors and separate the rags from
the riches, then you may very well be
able to find the bargain you've been
tooking for.

Located all over the city, lhese
places are known for having
which are plentiful, provided you have
a keen sense for '“excavating.”
Indoors, that is. Digging and uncow-
ering are the key to finding the buried
treasure here. Shrewd buyers usually
have a field day,

bargaining. .
if you really feel like wins

places, take a stab at some of .the
estate sales and indoor flea mirkets
going on. Local newspapers can supply
you with a dayful of activity.

You shouldn't have any trouble pay-
ing off that bet naw.
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FASHION
SHOPS

Owr Famous
WINTER
2 OFF SALE

BEGINS FRIDAY, JANUARY 27, 1978 at 9:30 A.M.
{We will close Thurs. Jan 26, 1978 at 5:00 ta prepare for the sale.)

WINTER STYLES...
NOW Y2 ORIGINAL PRICE!

No exchanges
oNo refunds eNo layaway

LIVONIA MALL

CHILDREN’S FASHION SHOPS:

WONDERLAND MACOMB MALL ¥ §
BRIARWOOD

T

banks and attorneys.

125 Fisher Bid.
Detrmit, Mich. 48202

We will purchase your fine
Jewelry and Diamonds

In highest confidence, we shall be pleased to appraise
and buy your fine jewelry and diamonds for
immediate cash. Expert counsel given to individuals,

GREENSTONE’S

Jeweine< For Over Haifa Century

call
871-5732
tor

appontment

[;dZdI’OS' urs

JANUARY FUR SALE
SAVE 10% to 50%

Included are fabulous creations of
WORLD FAMOUS DESIGNERS

many at CLEARANCE PRICES

In Windsor since 1925

HUGE cteARance

Over ¥ of our stock: long dresses, short dresses, coals, blouses, slacks, sweaters.

Qur exciting collection represents the

THE NEST
324 EAST STREET |
ROCHESTER, 652-2804

B500% off
60% off
75% off -

Mon. & Tues.
Jan. 30 & Jan. 31

Wed. & Thurs.
Feb. 1 & Feb. 2

Fri. & Sat.
, Feb. 3 & Feb. 4

- /‘__7 Matemily
<

Fashions
4020

latest in fashions...new silhouettes,
new lengths, new colorings, impec-
cable workmanship, luxury and
sophistication-practical for day or
evening.

FULL PREMIUM ON YOUR U.S,

DOLLAR

DUTY AND SALES TAX REFUNDED

[;azmﬁm

493 Quellette, Windsor
1-519-253-2418
Hours: 9am.to6 ;)Am. Daily Friday till 9 p.m.
Saturdays to 6 p.m. ¢« FREE PARKING
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Mid-
WINTER

and

by Drexel

real
or

time only at
country oak"

sp

family rooms,
to fit your needs.

ited time only.

18th Annual Storewide

SALL

“Bishopsgate”

“Kensington”

Two of Drexel’s most famous groups . . .
ngs of 20%.
d painted bamboo and cane”

furniture for the entire home. Dining, bedroom, living or
there's u piece in onu of these two collections

Come in and visit our beautiful showease store ...
one of our professional interior designers ...
ted on that project of turning your home into a showcase,
now while the savings are storewide. You'll be glad you
finally took the step! Remember, the savings are for a lim-
Budget terms, of course.
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Entire
Collections
on sale at

20% o

now for a limited
Choose ecither “casual

talk to
let’s get star-

33300 Slocum Drive, Farmin,
River oft Farmi

biks. S. of Grand River
Phone 476-7272 Monday. Thursday. Friday 19 PM.

ton
fon Rd.)
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