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:Unhke most beauty shops, the cus-
Gners at the Groom Room are rela-
tively quiet. Occasionally you'll hear a

of pleasure but most of the reac-

is seen, not heart

+Ooh, does this feel good, one poodle
says with his eyes while the blow
@Fer dries his freshly washed and

Room:

being bathed smiles during the scrubb-
ing and another poodle, hanging in the
air from a swing, looks a little reluc-
tant to be there, even though he’s get-
ting a haircut that other poodles will
envy.

Four women are responsible for
grooming the pets, mostly dogs and
cats, that visit the Groom Room for a
complete treatment. Barbara Squires
and Wanda Roberts have worked for
the shop-now located at 2155 Crooks

Pamper parlor for dogs, cats

Avon Township for 10 years. Valerie
Elmy and Karen Pillbury are new-
comers; they've only been there five

years.
“Each works with the animal from

start to finish,” Ms, Squires explained. *

“First we rough the dog or cat, taking
off half of its hair that needs cutting.
Then we bathe it, clean the anal
glands, dry the hair and do the final
grooming, finishing the hair cut, cut-
ting around the pads of the feet and in
the ears, and cutting the nails. They
know when lhey re ﬁvushed They'll
show off when we're done.”

ALTHOUGH THE WOMEN have a
lot of equipment to help them, most of
the work requires manual skills, a tal-
ent for poochie and kitty cat cosmeto-
logy and a love of animals.

They have scissors, clippers,
brushes, combs, electric blades and
spacer guards so they don't cut the
hair to short, but those won't guaran-

_lee a good grooming.

‘The atmesphere in the Groom Room

is serious, while the groomers concen-

trate on their jobs. Yet th
of the dogs and cats often hghlen up
the place. “Puppy,” the Groom
Room’s mascot, walks around at times
greeting people or chasing the bubbles
his owner, Ms.Pillsbury, blows for
him. Bathed dogs look comical with
their hair so close to their bodies.

The place is filled with many
sounds—the quiet humming of the
electric blades, the clipping of the scis-
sors, the ‘squishing of the bath brush

and the humming of the dryer.

The animals seem to ignore every-
thing, though. They know something’s
happening to them and that it's some-
thmg special.

“We groom every type of dog and
cat here,” said Ms. Elmy. Some of the
unusual clients have been a skunk and
a guinea pig. One dog owner brings a
banana as a treat, but only if the dog
behaves.

A PET NEEDS an appointment to
be groomed by this experienced quar-
tet. The Groom Room is open Tuesday

Saturday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and
pets won't be bathed after 2:30 p. m.

Special treatment is given to older
dogs who need to be groomed right
away. One dog who visis regularly is
diabetic and takes insulin. He has to
be done on time so he can go home and
eal.

There are other reasons other than
just having a clean pet for owners to
have their dogs and cats bathed and
clipped.

If the women find anything they
think is wrong with a pet, they’ll have
one of the veterinarians at the Roches-
ter Veterinary Hospital, which is in
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beul:gn;; I'S: P:I:;z]rlacuuld go right to sleep,” says this spaniel while TWatch those ears! Room, inspect .
,§FA th"'f”;-D =t ELECTRONICALLY SPEAKING l R
' T ed Dealer 0 WS BETTER THAN e
€ LEES Carpets . WHOKNO “ o°‘“L\J?,V‘
CarpetsandhaslllamFlnols “ Lafayette ‘“\“9 ’A“:‘ \)ﬁ: ‘Q \5
i ) “DAMED Co a0 trecraomics® AssociArt sroets D\“B“c\ o . CO
. . e
15986 Middlsbeit § 29400 Orchard Lake Rd. ) ee(\s

between5 & & Mile Rds.
LIVONIA
522-5300

ST TN

—

FARMINGTON @ 625-4595
¥ Daily 9:30-8; Sunday 115 Q)

shopping|

CARDS & GIETS
478-0707

Hile& D
on '

entes

WATCH e CLOCK REPAIR
478-9050

& Specializing in Personalized Custom
Design Designing & Creative Styling of
Jewelry

‘Authorized Dealer. Gitizen Waich

ELRY @ REPAIR @ REMOUNTING

33425 Grand River Suite B1 SIDE ENTRANCE
Maon-Sat. 8:30-5:30 iy&
- CLOSED WEDNESDAY i

W 9
016‘;‘ “\\a‘é_‘ ,_350

BEL-ANRE LRANES

00N ORCHARD LAKE EOAD » £76.1550 FARMNGION
NEW FOR '78
Sunday Nigh
No Tap Dou Ies
Starting time 9 p.m.

Retirees Mixed League
Friday 9:30 A.M.

llttle

Change can be yours through
Classified!  And not, just the
change which is spendable . . .
the extra coins {and dollars too!)
which are yours through the cash
sale of merchandisel There's
another kind of change . . . order
where clutter once ruled! This
comes when you sell the many
useful items you've been cram-
ming in every available storage
space in your house or garage!
Why don’t you make a change
for the better today by adver-
tising for sale those items you
no longer use? One easy phone
call will put your ad in print and
start the change coming your
way!

change...

ALL CROSS COUNTRY

SKI EQUIPMENT

CROSS COUNTRY SKI SPECIALISTS
[+ BLOOMFIELD HILLS: 2540 Woodward af Square Late AY. X108
« BIAMIKGHAM: 103 Townsend scross rom Hughes Hatzher 6445050
o KT. CLENENS: 1216 5. Gratlot % Ml K. of 16 Mil
« LATHAUP VILLAGE: 28845 Southlaid south of 12 Mile
© LIVONWREDFORD: 14211 Telegeash 2t Jfices Fuy,
© EAST DETROT: 22301 Kelly Re. betwasa 8 4 9 M1,

OPEN DAILY ‘TIL 9 - SAT 10530 - CLOSED SUNDAY

The i are O.L. Smith
and G, A. Vyncke,

Having the veterinarians so close is
valuable in case a dog or cat doesn't
want to cooperate. The doctors can
tranqualize the pet, for its safety and
for has been given.

Ms. Roberts said it's a good idea for
people to hnng in peys when they're as
youmg as six weeks so they'll get used
to getting a bath and having its hair
and nails cut.

“A dog or cat can be brought in in
any kind of weather, but a pet must be
dry when it leaves.”

Groom Room clients aren‘t-all area
residents. Some live in Walled Lal
Boyne Mounlain, Alganac and Meta-
mora If the dog needs a special hair

cut, the groomers cut it at the owner’s
requést.

“We do one cocker spaniel who's
eyelashes we leave long because lhe
owners think it makes her look sexy,"
said Ms. Squires.

Liberation of the sexes has always
been the standard at the Groom Room.
After the last hair has been put in
place and each pet has been sprayed
with a special cologne, the groo-
mer adds a final touch—a ribbon.

1t takes two to three hours to groom
a dog or cat and the price varies
according to the coat of each animal.

The pet grooming business also has
a busy season. The busiest times are
summer and Christmas. When schoo!
starts, business slows down, said to
Ms. Roberts.

The Groom Room is designed for the.
comfort of the groomers and the pets.
Noise from the veterinary clinic is
minimal; the tile floor is easily
cleaned after a spill or accident. The
five grooming tables and one bathtub
are waist-level for the working com-
fort of the groomers. The dogs, too
seem comfortable with the arrange-
ment. -

i
Hanging in mid air in the canvas sling is all part nl‘ having your

- paws trimmed at the Groom Room.
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m “Apples, Our Specialty”
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