Fear of street crime has made

>4

many persons—particularly the

elderly—prisoners in their own homes.

How to fight

(Continued from page 8A)

ALL PROGRAMS are subject to
abuse. however.

The enthusiasm of discovering new
crime control methods often is
replaced by the rigidity of routine and
of procedures that become unrespon-
sive to ever-changing conditions.

The task, ther. is to create commu-
nity organizations that can remain
flexible to meet changing needs. and
the commitment and continuing
involvernent of citizens in the affairs

street crime

of their communitiies, especially as
thase affairs involve young people. For
that is the crux of the crime problem.
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Counter culture aids crime

By JESSE PITTS
Oakliand University

In trying to explain the causes of the
great upsurge in street crime during
the last 12-13 years, it is correct to
mention the increase in the percentage
of the population that falls between the
ages of 15 and 25,

‘This, of course. lets us hope for bet-
ter days in the future when the fall in
the birth rate will translate itself in
fewer adolescents. . .and fewer col-
lege students.

THE IMPACT of “the grinding
effects of poverty” is a complex one.
Poverty does not cause crime, if by
poverty we mean lack of varied cloth-
ing, lack of rich foods and over-
crowding in a tenement. After all, dur-
ing the prosperous "60s, the number of
persons below the poverty line was
substantially reduced. Welfare pro-
grams blossomed.

In 1965 when the first blackout
oceurred in New York, there was little
or no looting. In 1977, looting and van-
dalism were common. Yet a majority
of the looters arrested in Brooklin had
jobs, and they did not hit the grocery
stores as much as the clothing and
jewelry stores.

Hence, enough of these stories about
poverty breeding crime. Their func-
tion, and often their conscious pur-
pose, are to place American society in
accusation and to deny it the right to

THE PENINSULA CLUB
in St. Clair, Michigan

Summer Boat Wells--Cavie T.v.. water. electricity
and telephone at each skp.

Recreation and Family Activilies Available
-Racquetball Courts -Playground

-Game Room -Bar-b-Oue Areas

~Tennis Courts -Showers and Dressing Rooms
~Jogging Track -Ship's Store

-Horse Shoes -Family Fun and Parties

Call for further information:

The Peninsula Club
700 Marine Drive

St. Clair, Mich. 48079
45 minutes from

329-9018 Teoy, Birmingham. Rochester

ALL CROSS COUNTR
SKI EQUIPMENT

CROSS COUNTRY SKI SPECIALISTS
- BLODMAELD HILLS: 2540 Woodward at Squre Late Rd. 3380803
« BIAMINGHAM: 101 Towasead acioss from Hughes-Hatcher  644-5350
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= LIVONUA REDFORD: 14211 Teteorapn 31 Jenes by,
= EAST DETROIT: 22301 Kely Re. between 8 & 9 M.
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INSTALLED
SOLID STATE
CONTROLS
$185.00
DIGITAL
CONTROLS
1 YEAR WARRANTY

| ANTENNA SERVICE CO.

WESTLAND PARTS & PONTIAC
326-7575 SERVICE 335-9079
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HEARING AID SERVICE

‘PARTICIPATES
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BLUE CROSS
BLUE SHIELD
HEARING AID PROGRAM

o All Major Brands
e 30 Day Trial
e Convenient Locations

1383 N. WOODWAHD
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punish the looters.

Super Bonus Winners and Members of

YET ONE of the most crucial varia-
bles in explaining the great upsurge of
crime in the "60s and early "70s is the
loss of social control over a bigger and
more hardened underclass in our
major cities.

More boys are growing up without a
stable father figure. Schools are
staffed by a well-paid and tenured but
demoralized teachers who are unwill-
ing to tackle the learring problems of
disadvantaged children (it would
mean more work, and doing things dif-
ferently from how they were taught in
teachers college).

Hampered by “student rights” and
fear of reprisals, principals find it
very difficult to handle the bullies, the
drug dealers, the hell raisers who
transform the school into a market-
place, a battlefield or a stud farm. The
schools are more and more unable to
teach students the three R's and at
least the rudiments of work dis-
cipline—the latter perhaps even more
important than the former.

They turn out people who are
incapable of holding down any job, but
who consider any job at the minimum
wage as *‘slave labor.”

AND VERY important in explaining
the upsurge in street crime was the
diffusion of the counter-culture where
drugs were hip, where “ripping off"
was hip, where desertion was hip,
where violence against members of
the establishment was hip, where cas-
ual sex was -hip, where millionaire

movie-makers were turning out super-
fly movies.

In essence, it was a benediction
from above upon the underclass,
romanticized as being the latest
incamnation of the myth of the “Noble
Savage.”

Perhaps the advent of our new presi-
dent heralds the final decline of this
cultural stream, and it will result in
better success in social control.

FOR OUR MONDAY night class, 1
would like to suggest the following
problem:

‘There are anywhere between 48
million Mexican illegals in America.
Around Pontiac, I have been told, a
very substantial percentage of Mexi-
can adults are illegal aliens.

‘They have no welfare, no Medicare.
They speak poor English. They take
jobs at $2.50 an hour. They stay clear
of the police. They have children.

If we compared the school and juve-
nile court records of these children
with those of other “poor’ children
whose parents have all the benefits of
our social programs, which ones do
you think are more likely to become
successful adults? Could we find out?

Is the lower third of our black popu-
lation being seduced into a permanent
lower class status by programs which
make the white upper-middle class
feel morally nghlews while providing
easy jobs to their wives and friends?
How does one help a child break out of
the subsidized ghetto?

Here again. there no simple
answers.

SEMCOG
welcomes
2 members

The City of New Baltimore in |’

Macomb County and the Village of
Pinckney in Livingston County
recently joined the Southeast Michigan
Council of Governments (SEMCOGI.
aising membership to 127 in the
seven-county regional planning body.

Officials from both communities
cited SEMCOG's water quality man-
agement planning as a major reason
for joining the couneil.

“We've just begun work on a sewage
system. so we're interested in SEM=
COG's activities in water quality man-
agement, d Pinckney Village
President Paul E. Bell

According Lo New Baltimore Mayor
Herman Staffhorst. SEMCOG's water
quality management planning
prorppted city officials’ decision to
Join, along with a desire for the city to
have a voice in regional issues.

“We have a new sewage project
underway and 1 think membership in
SEMCOG will benefit this program.™
Staffhorst said

SEMCOG was designated by the fed-
eral government in 1975 as the water
quality management planning agency
for the seven-county area of southeast
Michigan

Reecent
ommend
area-wide water quality board to over-
see water quality activities in the
region. That recommendation is cur-
rently being considered by Gov. Wil-
liam Milliken's office and the US.
Environmental Protection Agency.
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$494,760 in Bonus Checks...

alone are being paid to Real Estate One’s better than
average producers for the year 1977. This is only one of
the many reasons that a large number of the finest sales
representatives in the industry are aftracted to and enjoy
a successful career with Real Estate One.
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