~ Athletes benched by blizzard

" There were no cheers reverberating
through high school gymnasiums and
swimming pools last weekend as ath-
letes, coaches, officials and boosters
played second string to Mother
Nature.

However, while most competitors
took time off, athletic directors found
their responsibilities much more com-
plicated with postponing the cancella-
tions and trying to reschedule the con-
tests.

John Sandmann, athletic director for
the Plymouth-Canton Community
School District, demonstrated a knack
of clairvoyance by postponing all ath-
letic events in his district as early as
Wednesday, well before the brunt of
the blizzard struck.

Deciding to cancel an event is the

least of the problem for athletic direc-
tors.

“The very first thing is we must cor-
tact the opposing team. It is very diffi-
cult sometimes because you have to
contact them at home,” said Don
Domke, athletic director at Westland
John Glenn.

“Next, you have to contact all the
officials. The coach has to set up a sys-
tem to get a hold of every kid on each

team.
““Then, it is very difficult to match-

up again.
“We have had a lot more cancelled
games in the last years. It seems to be
getting to be more and more each
year,” Domke said
“There have been more problems
this year simply because of the
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weather conditions,” concurred Carl
Fetz, athletic director at Livoria Ste-
venson. “It's not usual to have to can-
cel l.'k‘tree (basketball) games in a

year.

Norman Quinn, director of health,
physical education and athletics *for
the Bloomfield Hills Schools, agrees.

“The irony of the whole thing is that
in spring, not one wee goes by when
we don't have to cancel a baseball
game. We don’t think anything about
it—it's something we expect. It's aty-
pical for something like that to happen
in winter."

Bob Seltz, athletic director for the
Rochester Schools, probably echoed
the sentiments of many of his counter-
parts when he stated, “We're getting
together Monday for a meeting. It
(snow) makes scheduling difficult,
especially because it is so late in the
schedule.”

The two major problems which
developed over the past couple of days
involved basketball games and confer-
ence wrestling meets.

‘The Michigan High School Athletic
Association limits prep basketbatl
teams to 20 games per season with no
more_than two permitted during any
one week.

Ironically, most of the same cage
match-ups which were scheduled for
Friday were also in the
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first-round of league round-robins Dec.
9. The reason back then? Snow.

They included Troy Athens—Roches-
ter Adams, Milford, South-

Monday, January 30, 1978

currently riding a four-game winning

Ken Dean, who has codched North
Farmi to a 10-1 record so far this

field-Lathrup—Royal Oak Dondero,
Southfield—Birmis Seaholm and
Farmington Harrison—Waterford
Mott.

Others were West Bloomfield—
Qarkston, Bloomfield Hills Lahser—
Birmingham Groves, Plymouth
Salem—Dearborn, Plymouth Canton—
Walled Lake Westem, Livonia Bent-
ley—Redford Union and Livonia Ste-
venson—Milford Lakeland.

Some of the Dec. 9 postponements
had already been made up, others not.
Most teams have enough, but just
barely, open dates now until the start
of the state tournament to reschedule.

Garden City West, however, has nine
games on its schedule and only eight
more allowable dates to get them in
under the two-games-per-week stipula-
tion.

“What we're going to have to do is
rk hing out with )

winter, pointed out another potential
danger of cancellations due to the ele-
ments,

“1 want our players to be in school.
If they're out of school, you always
have to be concerned they're out ski-
ing, ice skating and shoveling snow
an_?1 maybe pulling a muscle;” Dean
said,

Mike Teachman, coach at Farm-
ington Harrison, segs a silver lining to
the snow problems.

“T think this will halp us a little bit,™
he said. “Our guys were really down
after losing to Plymouth Canton last
week, so not having a practice or a
game may help them.”

Coaches similarily situated may feel
the same way.

Wrestlers and their coaches find
themselves in an even bigger quan-
dary than those associated with bas-
ketbail

wor witha ¥y
team,” said Bill Pinnell, athletic
director at West.

In years past when snowstorms
forced the cancellation of basketball
games, coaches appealed to the
MSHAA to waive the two-game stipu-
iation to-allow makeups. The MSHAA
has never permitted that.

Many metro-area basketball teams
have not played since Jan. 20 and may
be adversely affected by a long layoff
caused by the weather. Momentum
becomes crucial near the end of the
season and near tournament time.

Redford St. Agatha, Livoria Steven-
son, Garden City West and Redford
Union all last competed Jan. 20. RU is
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NEW YEAR’S

Its Mardi
allwee gras

Vendredi gras,
Samedi gras,
Dimanche gras,
Lundi gras...
Mardi gras. Our
New Orleans
celebration starts
Friday, February
3, and goes on
through Tuesday
(literally “fat
Tuesday”), Mardi
gras, February 7.
Celebrate Mardi
gras with our
special fixe pre \
New Orleans
cuisine dinner.
Seafood gumbo,
salade bar,
asperges au
beurre, choice of
veal bearnaise
or poulet
Rochambeau.
For dessert,
creme de tarmel
or mousse
chocolat. Cafe au
lait or expresso.
$10 per person. §
Available by
reservation Friday
thru Tuesday,

in addition to

- our regular Eden
Glen menu. §

And there’s more;
on Sunday, a
special all-day
Mardi gras
celebration. A
carnival of
costumes, jazz
and our famous
New Orleans
brunch. Featuring
jazz by the Red
Carter Band, a
Krewe's parade,
and the crowning
of Rex, King of
the Carnival.
New Orleans
brunch also

1 served on
Saturday, 11:30

d am to 2:30 pm.

[ Mardi gras at

reservation only.
Call 649-1880.
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CELEBRATION

In celebration of the year 4676,
the year of the Horse
WE PRESENT
“The Lion Dance”
DEMONSTRATION
By the Chinese Kung Fu Club

Mon. Feb &th, 6 p.m.
“With Special Chinese Dishes”
Mon-Fri. Feb. 6-11

THERE’S ROOM
AT THE INN

A thoughtful way to welcome vis-
itors or clients is a reservation at
the Kingsley Inn. We are near all
business, sports, and educational
centers in Oskland County.

Most squads had scheduled season-
ending conference meets last week-
end, while others have slated duals
early this week prior to the state dis-
tricts Saturday.

The Tri-River League attempted to
complete its festival as scheduled last
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weekend, but most other league meets
‘were postponed.

Is it good or bad for a wrestler to go
all out in a highly-emotional setting of_~
a league tournament only a couple of-- =
days prior to the districts?

“We'd like to get the league tourna-
ment in, but it is importart for all boys

“We don't wart to jeopardize their
chances by scheduling a tournament in
the middle of the week when they have
no chance to rest.”

Jim Urick, Redford Thurston coach, -
and Bob Lusk, from Westland John -
Glenn, both said they would rather
have no competition scheduled the
week before the districts. The emo- "+
tional and physical aspects of the sport "
were cited.

Other sports—swimming, volleyball
and even hockey—were also affected
by the weather. a

The anticipated swimming dual
between a pair of strorig Livonia
teams—Stevenson and. Bentley—was
postponed for the second time of the
season, both by snow.

Pat Duthie, whose North Farm- .
ington team was to swim against
Livonia Franklin, said he regretted
that cancellation.

Old Man Winter last week dealt the metropolitan sports scene no
runs, no hits, but ene big error. (Staff photo by Bob Woodring)

By W.W. EDGAR

The wintry gusts and heavy snows
last week played havoc with the all-
star league schedules. They might not
be on the track again until the balmy
days of spring.

‘The leagues bowl in widely scattered
sections of the metropolitan Detroit
area.The men share their schedules
with Orchard Lanes in Pontiac and the
Thunderbow! Lanes in Allen Park.
‘They couldn’t be further abart.

The women also are widely sepa-
rated, with the Bowlerettes bowling at
Motor Lanes on the far east side on
Mg»days and Crown Lanes on the west
sice on
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It may take a long time to get the.

schedule back in order with the tour-
nament season on. The all-stars will be
busy most of their weekends in tourna-
ment play, some of which will be in
Dayton Ohio, and Chicago.

THE BARRAGE of 700 series contin-
ved at Wonderland Lanes during the
past week. Although only one was reg-
istered by Joe Sharron, it enabled the
string to continue weekly for the past
two months.

To join the elite Sharron put

together games of 277, 237 and 194 for
a 708. Fred Ringrose missed the 700 .
barrier by a single pin. He posted
games of 204, 222 and 268 for a 699.
The high scoring carried over to the ;
Iadies senior house league where Irene i

. Howe fashioned a 657.

OTIS LACKEY, bowling in the Vinco ;
league, set the pace at Garden Lanes
with 2 627. Others with double century *
figures included Pat Kobyalinski, of |
the Bowlerinos, who posted a 601 and -
Bob Lamont who came through with a »
612, H

AT MERRI-BOWL, Ted Kulicz -
rolled & 250 game to lead his team to *
the pacemaking role in the junior
house league with a 3074 count. Other -
high scorers on the team were Walt
Aisenault, who had a 287 in 646 and
Bob Sokol, with a 258in 616. ¢

MONICA DLUGOS showed the way
in the ladies classic at Westland with
games of 212 and 2|6in 617. .

In the 725-825 loop, Ron Paslaski was
top man with a 243 in 545. .

Driveway snow driving -hazard :

“Mother Nature's wintery whims
cause more than enough hazards on
the roadways. Motorists dont need
danger caused by people pushing
driveway snow onto plowed roads and
streels.” said John L. Grubba, manag-
ing director of the Oakland County

Commission.

Grubba said many private con-
tractors and homeowners push snow
into the roadway, presenting motorists

with a dangerous, sudden change in |
surface conditions. He said drivers are ;
apt to brake or speed up upon con- -
fronting such situations. Either reac- |
tion can lead to a bad skid, he said. |

“The safest way for a driver lo;
handle such conditions is to let up on
the accelerator and keep the front :
wheels straight while proceeding,” he ;
said. .

@e
‘Roman

- Open Mon. thru Sat

e

REEEAS ]
: 2 X gszz ORCHARD.LAKE RD. _851-4094:
30 a.m.-2:30 a.m. At12 Mile, Just O U.S. 696 -
PRIVATE CATERING AND BANQUET FACILITIES

© BUSINESSMEN'S LUNCHEONS ® DINNERS
ENJOY THE PIANO STYLINGS: ) .
TOMALTENSURE, TUES.SAT. . CRAMES ADLES, MON.-FAL 4:30-7:30

* Long Distance Moving
* Heated Storage

&
h 4

2085 West Big Beaver Road/Between Crooks and Coolidge/649-1880. 35192 |Nuus:|'mAl' UVONIA
American Express and other major credit cards honored. “Serving All of North Oekland” leatining . GOURMET TABLESIDE COOKING'
- . . ... MON.FRI.NIGHT.BY RESERVATIONONLY® -
i . * . o ¥ ' - A ’ yit

QOAE




