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Musician puts her art into perspective

I was born with this ability," said
Mrs. Alice Haidostian of Bloomfield
‘Township.

“When 1 was four, my parents
brought a piano into the house. I
played immediately—by ear-—playlng
the left and right hands together."

To nurture this talent, her parents
gave her a formal musical education
that began at the Ganapol School of
Music when she was six and ended at
the University of Michigan where she
took a masters in music literature.

Ironically, she didn't become the
famous musician in the family. Her
brother did. Ara Berberian, educated
as a lawyer, is a nationally known
basso profundo while she became the
wife of Dr. Berj H. Haidostian and had
three children.

“I lacked the nervous discipline to
be a performing artist and I didn't
want to narrow my life down to
music.”

MUSIC 1S STILL a dominant ele-
ment in her life. She is a performing
pianist in the Detroit area and the sec-
retary of Pro Musica, a 50 year old
classical music society that brings art-
ists and composers to Detroit.

“A great deal of money was put into
musical education. Somehow, I had to
share that background with the com-
munity in which I live,” said Mrs. Hai-
dostian.

There is any ebony Steinway grand
piano in her living room. The lid is
stacked with books of classical scores,
particularly by 18th and 1%th century
composers like Chopin, Schubert, Pou-
lenc, Hindemith and Barber.

Mrs. Haidostian's hair is as glossy
black as the piano, and her eyes are
direct and frank. Everything about
her—posture, movement, talk—is pur-
poseful, except her hands which reveal
great subtley.

“MUSIC IS EVANESCENT. I prac-
tice hours for a peformance. Then it's
over. Nothing is left. But if you asked
me what I like to do most, it's to sit
down at the piano.”

In February, 1977, she appeared as
guest soloist with the Qakway Sym-
phony, performing Gershwin's *“Rhap-
sody in Blue” for suburban audiences.

Since 1960, she has performed three
times yearly at Tuesday Musicale, the
grandparent of Michigan musical
organizations.

At the beginning, she said, she was a
reluctant performer. It took the
encouragement of her husband and
Detroit - teacher-composer-performer
Gizi Szanto to get Mrs. Haidostian to

* udition for Tuesday Musicale.

T never felt 1 was good enough to
perform by myself. 1 had Tuesday
Musicale up on a pedestal. I thought
one aspired to it, but one never

‘Music is evanescent. | practice hours for a
performance. Then it's over. Nothing is left.
But if you asked me what | like to do most,
it's to sit down at the piano.’

~Alice Haidostian

wreached it. Gizi encouraged me to try
out. I told her 1 would practice first.
She replied no, I was réady then. I did
audition and was accepted.”

Actually, she auditioned for all three
performance categories—solo. accomn-
panist, and ensemble—thus qualifying
to perform three times a year.

The historical Tuesday Musicale,
created in 1885 by 12 well-to-do young
women educated in music, had hel|
to found the Detroit Symphony Orches-
tra. Then, angry with an act of then
Detroit Symphony conductor, Ossip
Gabrilowitsch, they tumed around and
created Pro Musica.

GABRILOWITSCH HAD TURNED
DOWN what Tuesday Musicale mem-
bers considgred an excellent proposal.
When the symphony’s harpist, Djina
Ostrowska, learned lhat Maurice
Ravel was coming to the United States
on tour, she asked Gabilowitsch about
the possibility of Ravel's appearing
with the symphony.

Reportedly, Gabrilowitsch replied,

““That upstart! Nothing doing.”

Miss Ostrowska talked to her friends
in Tuesday Musicale and they estab-
lished a Detroit Chapter of Pro Musica
to bring Ravel to Detroit. They also
inivited Bella Bartok to perform at
Pro Musica the same year.

At that time, Pro Musica was a
national organization created to pre-
sent modern composers performing
and discussing their own works. But
shortly after the Detroit chapter was
formed, the depression swept away all
other chapters.

Only Detroit’s Pro Musica has con-
tinvously presented concerts at the
Detroit Institute of Arts since 1927.

*“1 was thrilled when I joined Pro
Musica in 1966 because of the society’s
reputation for inviting composers,”
said Mrs. Haidostian. ] heard com-
poser Leon Kirchener at Pro Musica.”

She believes there are many com-
posers today who deseve a hearing.
However, she admits that new music
is difficult to listen to since part of the
pleasure of music is anticipation.

She is also proud of the soloists and
ensembles that Pro Musica brings to
Detroit.

“Pro Musica has the reputation of
being one of the most discriminating
audiences in the country. The musi
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cians who perform for us know that,
and they perform their best for us.”

Mrs. Haidostian was invited to join
the board of Pro Musica in 1966. She
said she was awed.

“THE OTHER BOARD MEMBERS
were 5o knowledgeable. They had sup-
ported the cause of music in Detroit
for years and years. Several were also
on the Detroit Symphony board. These
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people know music. They keep up with
the New York debuts of new artists.

“But I told myself, of course I could
6o it. My background said 1 could do
i

The board is already planning the
concert series for two seasons from
now. Except for last minute details,
the work on the current season is over.

The 1977-1978 season will reach mid-
point with the second cancert featuring
the Marlboro Trio, 8:30 p.m., Friday,
Feb. 3, at the Detroit Institute of Arts.

Mrs. Haidostian calls them “one of
the finer chamber music ensembles in
the country.”

The final concert of the season will
be 8:30 p.m., Friday, April 7, when
soprano Valerie Girard will perform.

Among the concerts she has
attended. Mrs. Haidostian calls Pro
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