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A gem from the art of

eyewear design . .. perfect
Jor your new lifestyle.
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If marriage is out,
better get a contract

If you're thinking of living with
someone without the protection of
a marriage hicense. slop and
think again. Temper your
romance with realism. A non-nup-
tial legal contracl may be your
safest and smartest course,
according to one area attorney

Non-marneds suing for prop-
erty setllements are on the rise.
Since the case of actor Lee Mar-
vin's live-in girl friend Michelle
Triola surfaced in 1976, similar
legal suits have been cropping
up throughout the couniry

In Wayne County, recenlly. a
man who lived with a woman for
seven years was ordered to give
her a farr share of their accumu-
lated property—even though the
pair were never married.

Wayne County Circuit Judge
Myron Wahls, whe issued the rut-
ing. said he believes his opinion
marks the first time in Michigan
that the court has recognized the
Jjointlly accumulated property
rights of women in such relation-
ships

Dearborn Atty. Michael Kalis.
who represented the woman in

that case, calls the recent non-
matnage seltiements a “crealure
of the times—a by-product of our
Iife styles ™

The non-nuptial legal contract
may be “the most prudent thing
1o do ” tftor couples living
together, said Kalis.

“It they really want to prolect
themselves—and are thal much
against marnage—then it may be
the way (0 go.”

Kalis said a legal contract may
alleviate much of the legal hassle
when. and if. the couple decide
1o part

Kalhs adds. however, he's nol
sure how realistic the non-nuptial
contract 1s

"I dont see many people
doing it because it immediately
introduces an element of doubt
Intc the relationship.”™

Non-marriage settiements 10
dale have been relatively few
Most have centered among a
handful of wealthy entertainers

Kalis said it's hard to general-
1ze aboul non-marriage
seltlements

“lt's a case by case determina-

ton. The facts—iength ol the
relationship, money and property
contrbuted by each pary—are
the ymporiant consideration.”

In the Wayne County case.
which is pending, Kalis said the
domestic relationship is based on
a business theory which stales
both are equal partners and
should split their assels accord-
ingly.

In his opinion the judge slated
“This case turns not on hard
legal theories and conclusions.,
bu! rather on equuable
pnnciples.”

Several area lawyers said no
one really knows what junes wil
do 1n such “non-marriage settle-
ments " But one attorney offered
this advice “Whatever the terms
of your live-together relanonship,
put it in writing.”

“If you're worned about break-
ing up and are property con-
scious, you should draw up an
agreement.”

But as one attorney cautioned.
“you may end up not living
together.” Another said. "l per-
sonally think it's a terrible way to
start a relationship ™
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We invite you to visit our Pennsylva-
nia House Gallery. Whatever your life-
style: Country Casual, Early American
or Traditional Cherry — you'll find it
here. Do you like sturdy rustic Oak,
warm cozy Pine, historic Maple or
rich regal Cherry — Pennsylvania
House has it.

Do you need help in planning the
furnishings for your new home — Qur
if;rt;arior decorators will be glad to
elp.

Come visit us and ask for
our 288 page Pennsylvania
House Collectors Book. Neo
obligation of course.

The Pennsylvania House Collector's
Book. Hundreds of decorating ideas.
288 pages in full color. And yours for
the asking.

2600 N. Woodward, South of Square Lake Road

Free Parking Side of Store 332-8348
Open Monday, Thurs., Fri. Evenings 'til 9 p.m.




