Farminaton Observer

Smoke alarm option
won by homeowners

Buckler believes the ordinance is too
weak as ado)
“1 think mlst people vnll comply

By LYNN ORR

Farmington residents oppesed to a
mandatory smoke detector ordinance
won their battle Monday night.

But Councilman Warren Buckler has

pledged to continue the war to make
smoke detectors mandatory in all
single-family homes within one year.
- Tall Oaks subdivision representa-
tives in the audience applauded the
adoption of a watered-down version of
the controversial ordinance.

As adopted, the ordinance requires
that all multiple units be fitted with
smoke detectors within six months.
_Compliance for single-family homes,
hnwever. will be required when the
house is sold or extensively remod-
eled.

A two-year compliance amendment

“for single-family units failed for lack
of majority. Mayor Richard Tupper
and Councilman Ralph Yoder opposed
.the amendment, while Councilmen
“Alton Bennett and William Hartsock
woted in favor of compliance for home-
qwners within two years.

: BUCKLER, however, missed the
imeeting. He says he would have bro-
ken the tie in favor of the two-year
com

And he vows to introduce an amend-
“ment to the ordinance mandating com-
pliance within one year for single-fam-
ily homeowners.

with an
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Farmington,

level,” he said.

Puhlic Safety Director Dan Byrnes
and Marshall Norm Maddison
i within one

because most people follow ordi-
nances,” Buckler said in a telephone
interview Tuesday.

The safety factor oulwelg)ls consid-
erations of invasion of pnvacy. he
says.

We have lots of ordinances and
building codes for safety reasons, and
this is another one. Some people might
not comply anyway, but the chances
are better if we're stronger about it,”
he said.

“A mandatory smoke detector ordi-

. nance combined with a safety pro-

gram is the best answer,"” he said.

Tall Oaks representatives were
pleased with the ordinance as adopted.
Homeowner Greg McKeon who pre-
sented the i 'S to

yar for singlefamily units. A stove
fire in a Drakeshire Apartments unit
over the past weekend nderlined the
jmportance of smoke detectors,
Byrnes said.

The smoke detector in an apartment
failed to awake the apartment dweller,
but it did awaken her neighbor, who
called the public safety department.

“It points out that smoke detectors
do save lives,” Byrnes commented.

However, Mayor Tupper remained
firm in his opposition to amandatory
requirment, explaining that voluntary
compliance could accomplish the
same effect.

If most residents fail to install the
detectors until they sell their homes,
dtywide will be longer in

the mandatory requirement when the
ordinance was introduced in Decem-
ber, thanked the council in advance
for its slmpon of “voluntary com-
pliance.”

He also suggested an on-going adult
education program of fire prevention
and safety.

’Ihe hahxmy question posed by the

homeowners was denied by City Atty.
Robert Kelley.

“I don't see any way that the city
would become liable if they pass an
ordinance requiring some safety

...while council

OK:;s fire

F‘armmgwn ‘would have to pay about
B.mayearmpamupalemaﬁre
service mqn'atwe with six other

M n‘s‘a hargam says City Mgr.
B “We beheve the proposed fire coop-
erative will generate a community
benefit far heymd the financial outlay
requmd Deadman says.

“We believe ‘that a snphshml.ed

service

Any partoer would be able to pull
ot of the assoddation by a vote of its
city coimeil or township board.

Deadman said that an existing
mutual aid program with these cities
and towns is inadequate because of
lack of coordination.

“We're not sure who's on the way

when you ask for mutual aid, and
there’s no provision for backup,” he

All fire fighting would still be under
the control of the local fire chief, he
said.

Councilman Alton Bennet was

| proposed

“expenditure.” mn‘ed that an eﬂorl would be made

, The council voted i to -among the

enter into an with the ities. Deadman

Areawide Fire Service Cooperative, also proposes that the city’s recently

Joining Farmington Hills olﬁmls who built fire training tower and classroom

!mk auwn m the agree facility at the new department of pub-
mm- are lic works site could be offered for use

l‘{wn Wunm, West B]uclnlield, Walled  in the joint effort.

Lake, and Commerce Township. “Since these facilities were acquired

The proposed amnual bodget for the
cnopergut“i«'eisabomtﬁ,mwhlehwill
cover the employment of a fire coor-
dinator, a clezi-tyg!st. and the pur-

at'no cost to the city (the project was
federally ), we would propose
that they be offered for use by the
Areawide Fire Service Cooperative
without charge,” Deadman said.-

would be necessary
only for actual out-of-pocket expenses,
he

added.

Degdman believes the cooperative is
perticularly important in preparing
for fires in large buildings such as
shopp ’:enlers, apartment houses

“No jurisdiction is able to cope with
a multi-alarm fire in any one of these

" oGty Couniil (public hearing):
‘lm;ym‘hh.ls.lneumﬂdlam
"bers. g

9 - Commission (public
+’hearing): 8 p.m., Feb. 16, in council
. Oﬂtywm:ﬂ-lpm,l-‘ehm,m
mnﬂldnmhar!

OBolrdowa:ala Bpm Feh_

.zkutycanﬂ 8 pm, Fetx 27, in
% ‘chambers. -

without the aid of the area
fire departments,” he said.

THE COOPERATIVE proposal
outgrowth of a Public Services Admin-
istration study which zlxdd that fire-

service was equate in
Oakland 3

‘million, according to the study.
The ‘City .of Farmington now

coming, Bennett countered.

Tupper also opposed the original
ordinance on the grounds that he
didn't like ordinances which couldn’t
be enforced. And because home
inspections would not take place, the
ordinance would be difficult, i not
impossible, to enforce, he said.

Both Bennett and Hartsock stressed
that while a mandatory ordinance
wouldn't guarantee 100 per cent com-
pliance, it would strengthen the city's
position.

THE ORDINANCE as adopted now
requires United Laboratories
approved smoke detectors under the
following stipulations: That they be
installed in multi-family units within
six months, and in single-family dwell-
ings upon the resale of the home.

*“The ordinance now requires that
the owner or seller of any dwelling
wnit upon change of occupancy by sale,
lease, or sublease or whenever a
major alteration, addition or re-occu-
pancy occurs, to install smoke detec-
lnn m accordance with the ordi-

" City Mgr. Robert Deadman
Ex'pla' .

‘The owner must certify to the occu-
pant that he has complied with the
provision of the ordinance. The dty’s
building department also must receive
oemﬁcahnn that smoke detectors
have been installed and are in proper
working condition, upon resale of a
single-family or multi-family dwelling,
he added.

South end

residents
speak out

By STEVE BARNABY
Farmington editor

Farmington Hills' Section 35 resi-
dents came out in force this week to
let their political leaders know how
they want federal funds spent to fight
reighborhood

Hight.

The city council is debating how to
Epend a $438,000 Comumly Devel-
opment Grant for 1978-79. The tirst of
two public hearings was conducted
Monday for southend residents. The
next hearing wlll be Feb. 20.

In to last year’s hearing
which drew a blank in auendanee, this
week's session brought more than 50
residents,

Drainage, paving, housing rejuvena-
tion, recreation and crime were
among items residents thought should
be addressed.

In-past years, the city has used the
funds for installing the Waldron and
]Smlhuszd m sewer ¥ and
oans’, an gran!s for upgra ng
housing.

THE FUNDING MAY be used for
peservation and rehabilitation of rec-
reation areas, public works improve-
ments, drainage, home-improvement
and tm!ﬂc and light fixture improve-

'lhmyha:heeudimdedntlhe

southend, @ low-income. housing
.lnwmp!.hn(! wllhfedm! guidel!nes

in‘bounded by Nine
Nﬂlem!hcnoﬂh.wuuemthe‘
south; lnhta'ontl!

Michi
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Precinct No. 2

Dunckel Junior High
32800 Twelve Mile

Eight Mile

Orchard Lake R4,

Grand.River — __ —I"1Ten Mile |

Precinct No. 3

Warner Junior High
30303 Fourteen Mile

Twelve Mile

Precinct No. 4

East Junior High
25000 Middlebelt

Inkster R4

Farmington School District officials have desig- Junior High, 30303 Fourteen Mile. Precinct No. 4
nated new polling places for Precincts No. 3 and 4. voters, wha voted at Middlebeit Elementary School,
Precinct No. 3 voters, who formerly voted at Eagle will vote 8t East Junior High, 25000 Middlebet.

Elementary School, will cast their ballots at Warner

District wants renewal

By LYNN ORR
Forget the Valentine cards and
candy.

Farmington School District officials
are hoping voters will express their
appreciation of public education by
saying “Yes™ to a special four mill
renewal election next week.

More than $2 million hinges on
whether school district voters continue
ﬂmr lmbil of never turning down a

Pal]swulbenpenlmm7am to8
p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 14 for the special
election. A majority of “yes” votes
will continue four mills for operations
for another 10 years.

The renewal would not increase
taxes, said Supt. Lewis Schulman, The
district is asking voters to continue
paying four mills originally approved
in 1963,

“It would be absolutely a disaster if
it's denied,” Schulman said, addifg
that he doesn't expect voters to with-
draw their support.

Taxpayers pay $1 per mill on each
$1,000 of assessed value on property
within the school district. Each mill
currently generates about $545,000 for
the district.

Last April, 68 per cent of the voters
approved a four mill renewal.

SCHOOL OFFICIALS remind voters

4 mills rest with voters

in Precincts 3 and 4 that the polling
places have changed. Precinct 3
voters, who formerly voted at Eagle
Elemenlary School, will vote at
Wamer Junior High, 30303- Fourteen
Mile.

Precinct 4 voters, wha formerly
voted at Middlebelt School, will vote at
East Junior High, 25000 Middlebelt.

Voters will be using the punch card

‘We apologize for saying
we're on the edge of dis-
aster, but that's where we
are.’

-Supt. Lewis Schulman

wvoting system for the first time in a
school election.

The district now levies 35.88 mills
for operations and 3.8 mills for debt

i each year. .

‘The 1977-78 school budget is about
$26% wmillion. Wi.\liam Prisk, assistant

tendent of finance, estimates
next year's hndgf,l will increase hy
about §1 million.

The district’s financial woes
increase the importance of the
renewal, Prisk says.

‘Tl'e condition in which we end this

have an affect on next year.
u it's deficit, it makes the renewal

" even mare important,” he says,

Independence

i

Prisk Yecently cautioned the school
board that a $175,000 deficit could be
forthcoming in December.

While fuel costs are, coming in on
target or below estimates, salaries and|
unpaid sick days are costing the dis-
trict more than originally projected,
be said.

*“There’s no way to elaborate on the
seriousness of the need for this
renewal,” he said.

Officials expect lhey will have to
increase next year's budget despite
the fact that Farmington is expected|
to at least match last year’s student|
loss of 665 students.

LOSS OF students means a decrease
in state aid, while expenditures,|
uding salaries, fuel costs, and con-|
tractual obligations, will increase,
Prisk

“We apologm for saymg we're_on|
the edge of disaster, but that's where|
we are,” Schulman said. The district
has been prudent in closing schools
and curtailing expansion to hold the
budget in hne, he added.

“Desplte our school dlslnc!‘
Bﬂemp\s!o ith cutting
still ruming into the funding
[!vhlem," said Donald Cowan,” Fair-
view Elementary School principal and
member of the mnllnge committee.
Owwans school will be closed this|

Library hosts
Valentine’s Day
RumpeLm!Lskin will visit M: Farm-
ington Community Library as part of

ifs Valentine Family Story Hmn' at
7:30pm,, Feb .
This

of
fairy tole favorite, * takin®' .
given by the children’s librarian Sylvia
Marabate. N

Ms/ Mnmbale learned puppetry
while working for the Baltimore
Ouuuy Library. B

MWla'th'lhmday&b 9.
at::the ' Farmington Hills

ulnrynrm-'muﬁtrdri‘eb. 4pro-

gramy’ at - th F‘anlnxtm branch

librafy. Both programs-will begin at
70 p.m.
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