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By CORINNE ABATT
" February may go down in local his-
tory as fabric month. x

Two exhibitions are being plauned
‘which wili focus on fabric and how srt-
ists, ancient and contemporary, turn it
into an art form. .

An exhibition, '“The T's Ant,)
will open at the Cranbroo} Academy
of Art Museum with a special preview
on Feb, 25.

‘This evening of supper, dancing and’,
entertainment, sponsored by the”
Women’s Committee of the art acad-
emy, is a $125 per couple party that
will feature models showing the func-
tional ts of fabric and a recently
puhlish%k and personal appear-
ance by author Jack Lenor Larsen. R

An academy alum, Larsen, a domin-
ent force in international fabrics and
winmer of many awards, loaned many
pieces from his own collection for this
traveling exhibit organized by the
Museun of Contemporary Crafts of
the American Crafts Council.

Dyers's
on

k, “The

Art." which sells for $37.50, will be
sale at the museum.

1t, like the exhibit, covers the three
major categories of resist dying—ikat,
batik and plangi. Resist dying on
either the fabric or the yam for the
fabric is done by protecting part from
dye penetration. The process can be
repeated using different colors.

Ikat means to tie, and this is done by
tightly binding portions of the yam so
the dye won't penetrate.

IN BATIK, liquid wax is applied to
keep the dye from penetrating certain
areas of the design. Sometimes in lieu
of wax, paste, starch, resin or clay is
used on the resist area.

Plangi refers to stitch and fold bind-
ing so the dye won't penetrate. ,

Gary Knodel, head of the Cranbrook
fiber department along with Liz and
Robert Bandsuch, is working on the

exhibition and plans for the preview. .

Knodel, himself a collector of fabrics
from around the world, said the exhi-
bition gives a tremendous thrust to the
acceptance of this type of applied art
asa true art form.

Explaining in his studio that many of
the fabrics in the show were made to
be worn, he said, “*People today don't
think about clothing as being artistic-
ally expressive. People who make
their own clothing are more sensitive

Gary Knodel explains the significance of the fab-
rics displayed in his Cranbrook studio.
tangular piece is a brilliant red and blue from,
Sumatra and the circalar piece is a skirt from north-

to what they're wearing."

In other cultures, dyed fabrics
designs include many symbols of iden-
tity of the family, philosophy, some-

times religious elements and much .

about the way of life.
. Knodel used two pieces of fabric art
in his studio as examples. One is a
skirt from a tribe in northern Thailand
that is similar to one in the upcoming
show. The skirt identifies the wearer
as to tribe by its design—"very much
/ as a tartan does in Scotland, " Knodel
explained.
““Some much time is invested in the
making of the fabric that it becomes a

In this circular, knife-pleated skirt
from Thailand, there is one narrow
panel of plain blue relieved only by a
small square of idery. One very

‘The large rec-

type piece, Knodel showed was made
for a pregnant woman to wrap around
bersell before her taby was born.
Once born, if the child became sick,
Jthis fabric would again be ‘wrapped
around the child. The fabric belongs to
the individual, who would in time be
buried in it.

IF, FOR ONE REASON or another,
some of these fabrics were available
to buy, the prospective buyer, follow-
ing tradition, would take a stack of
them lo an astrologer and have him
pick the most appropiate one for him.

Knodel had a beautifully embroi-
dered wall hanging from India which
he said had been made as a wedding
present for a young bride by her
grandmother. The story of her wed-
ding was embroidered in pictures on
the cloth along with symbols of good
luck and religious beliefs. Knodel com-

abrics capture culture’s texture

ern Thailand. Designs on the skirt are simitar to
those found on Chinese bronzes indicating the anciend
history of the tribe. (Sfaff photo by Stephen Cantrell).

pared this work, and others which will
be in the exhibition, to paintings.

Knodel said he believed these fab-
rics were more than clothing and more
than symbols of the continuity of life,
“They were made for people who live
in a barren environment. They bring a
richness to their lives.”

AT YAW GALLERY starting on
Feb. 17, there will be an exhibit of con-
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temporary yardage repre-
senting the work of eight nationall;
recognized fabric designers. One of
these will be Knodel, who will show a
series of silk dyed lengths similar in
size to an Indian sari, intended to be
worn.

The surface designs at Yaw Gallery
will be on silk, colton and corduroy.
Some of them, made up, will be mod-
eled at the Yaw Gallery opening. The
exhibit will run through March 2.

much like it from northern Thailand
will be on exhibit.

Knodel pointed to the plain panel,
“There is always this sense of reach-

ing out beyond limitation, and the his- -

tory of this is thousands of years old. "
An intricately dyed and woven shawl
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