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Last of the litter

Snowflake and Frosty, a pair of 7-week-old mixed spaniels, are the
kind of fellows that will warm your heart and home. They are resid-
ing at the Michigan Humane Society Mini Shelter, 1329 S. Woodward,

and can be reached at 646-5099.

Murphy backs new
M-275 alternative

Ogkland County Executive Daniel T.
Murphy has added his endorsement to
a plan for a north-south state trunkline
along the westem edges of Farm-
ington Hills and West Bloomfield
Townshi

p.
The trunkline has been proposed by
County Commissioner Robert McCon-
nell (R-Farmington Hills). it is backed
by Commerce Township officials,
among others, as an altenative to the
M-275 project, cancelled by the State
Highway Commission a year ago.

Of western Oakland County, Murphy
said, “This area, with a population of
175,000, is much larger than most
cities in the nation, but does not have a
north-south road wider than two

BEGINNING AT the interchange of
1636 with the 1-275 and 1.96 freeways,

McConnell's route would follow Hag- -

gerty Road north to the vicinity of
Pontiac Trail.
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along the route that had been acquired
for M-275 to M-59.

1t would not be a freeway. Rather it
would be a four- to five-lane trunkline
and parkway.
Murphy noted McComell’s proposal
is similar to his own Lakeland Park-
way, which would have followed
mostly local routes but would have
extended all the way north to 175.

Both plans are almed at solving traf-

Water rate
fracas has

Kuhn steamed

By MICHAEL

Oakland County Drain Commis-
sioner George W. Kuhn is trying to
block further increases in sewage dis-
posal rates charged by the City of
Detmlts Water and Sewage Depart-

He filed complaints with a three-
man panel appanted by a federal
court to resolve further disputes over
the water and sewage department's
services and charges. He has charged
that Detroit does mot yet need the
funds which would be raised by the
increase and that those rates discrimi-
nate against suburban customers.

Kuhn said delays in upgrading
Detroit’s sewage facility have reduced
the amount of maney needed to match
fe grants far the $500-million
improvements projects. -

“We shouldn’t be paying higher
rates until Detroit actually begins con-
struction," said Bob Fredericks, chief
deputy drain commissioner for Oak-
land County.

DETROIT AGREED last Septem-
ber, to a timetable to improve its sew-
age treatment facilities, which until
that time had failed to meet federal
Environmental Protection Agency

fie
damage to the emrvnme-m or too
rapid population growth.

THE FOUR-MAN highway commis-
sion last month ordered its staff to
study McConnell's proposal, along
with another proposal.

‘The other is to turn Haggerty, Union
Lake and Williams Lake roads into a
straight north-south trunkline.

‘That proposal came from Steve Ros-
man, who was spokesman for a now-
dormant group called Citizens in Oppo-
sition to M-275.
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The federal govenment will pay for
75 per cent of the project’s cost and
the state will contribute five per cent.
Detroit planned to make up the
remaining 20 per cent with the reve-
mes of a three-part rate increase.

The first part of the increase went
into effect last fall, with the second
part to take effect July 1. Another
increase is scheduled for July 1, 1979.

Kuhn has asked the panel to re-
adjust Detroit’s rate schedule and
guarantee that the rates will be
increased to provide anly as much rev-
emue as is agtually needed.

JOBN director of the
water and sewage department, said
the city has met every deadline in
applying for the federal grant money
required to begin improvements.

‘Themsbeenmdnm@emwhatthe
feds or the state government requires
of us,” he said.

- Kanters said that if there has been

eny slowness, it has been on the part
nl the federal ani state governments

urhaq pay more than
Detroit customers even though the
cost of providing service to each is
about the same.
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they are from their own
Fredericks.said.

The alleged dlsmnmamry charge
revolves around differing “‘rates of
retum.” Fredericks described the
*‘rate of return” as pma[anaccomn
ing formula far

Kuhn said the different ratas of
return are ‘“not based upon any
rational basis,” and has asked the
panél to nhange the practice.

KANTERS SAID the rate of return
is an integral part of a nationally rec-
ognized accounting system and has
been upheld as a legal ratesetting
practice in circuit court. The practice,
he said, was the basis of an earlier suit
filed by the Oakland Comty Drain
Commission and was upheld.

That decision, however, has been

“it's legitimate, proper and in
accordance with a national standard,”
Kanters said. “We're supported by a
national urgamzahm which speaks for

an industry."

IN THE SAME complaint, Kuhn also
charged that “‘the present method of
providing information to the suburban
customer is unreasonable and
inadequate.”

He said no armual reports have been
released by the Detroit Water and
Sewage Department for the fiscal
years ending June 30, 1976 and June 30,
1977. He also said the monthly com-
parative financial statements, man-
dated by September’s consent judg-
ment, are *routinely prepared late.”

Oakland County, Kuhn said,
received the Seplember 1977 report
Dec. 30, and that he has not yet seen
the statements for October, November
and December.

“It is extremely difficult,” Kuhn
said, “for suburban customers to be
ghle to formulate any informed judg-
ments as to the reasonableness and
necessity of the-proposed rate
increases.

“The reporting habits of the Detmlt
Water and Sewage " he
concluded, *“are such that the informa-
tion as to the proposed revenue

's grant is lacking and is not in a

a;ph-lmns form that permits suburban customers

‘The Oakland County drain commis-  to have sufficient advance information

sioner also charged that the depart- 10 know whether the proposed revenue
ment’s new rate structure makes sul requirements are fair and accurate.”

$185% installed

* 358-3833

GARAGE DOOR OPERATORS

CRYPTAR Il DIGITAL CONTROLS

1Year Warranty —Any Suburb
ALLIANCE AUTOMATIC DOOR CO.
SOUTHFIELD

EthanAllen
Winter

VISA o MASTER CHARGE
CONVENIENT TERMS
OR 90 I)AYS SAME AS CASH

OPEN MON . THURS & FRI TIL 9

ANTIQUED PINE
3¥° % 70" End Extension Trestle Table
and 4 High Back Catkin Side Chaus reg. $877.50 SALE $743.50

Boffet with Hutch Top. reg. $1.229.00 SALE $999.50

the

Michigan's Largest Ethan Allen Dealer

earthside I

LIVONIA SOUTHFIELD UTICA -
15700 MIDDLEBELT ADAD  our newest focation 50170 VAN DYKE
Just Norin of Five Mie Road 15600 W 12 MILE ROAD Between 22 & 23 Mie Ras
PHONE 422.8770 Just West of Greeatield PHONE 733-6100
PHONE 5571800

FREE_HEAT MACHINE DEMONSTRATION

by FACTORY REPRESENTATIVE

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
FEB. 10 & FEB. 11

1 -5 pm.

WEINTRAUB Jewelers

23077 Greenfleld Rd., Advance Bldp., Sulte 354
-Michigan 557-5544-5
Mon.Fil. 85 S 83

Southfietd,
Hours:

Her Hearts Content ...

* TEM|

. EARTH

. CIUAKER

ATTENTION FIREPLACE OWNERS'
THE FREE HEAT MACHINE

* TURNS YOUR FIREPLACE INTO A HOM
BTUH), WHILE REDUCING G BiLL b 10 Ten P © 0%
* HEATS UP TO 1,500 sQ.

+ SILENT BUILT-IN FANS MOVE 180 CU|
INTO YOUR HOME. BIC FEET OF WARM AIR PER MINUTE

* INDEPENDENT LABORATORY, TESTED AND UL LISTED.
* EASY INSTALLATION, SUIDES INTO EXISTING FIREPLACE; FITS ANY DECOR

EUROPEAN STOVES
* MORSO L .
* GODIN S — =
« SUPRA | —r———t_
WOODSTOVES -

FURNACE ADD ONS

. VOLCANO & JOHNSON
00
. A F.S. FIREPLACE
SIERRA

* HEAT RECLAIMERS
* STOVE PIPES

_YOUR HEATING BILL UP TO 75%.
FT. OF LIVING AREA.

TUES, WED. & SAT TIL 530 -}

3

-




