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Post card
voting is
given nix

By LYNN ORR

1t’s thumbs down from local officials
t house bills pushing postcard and
election day registration.

Rep. Wilbur Brotherton (R-Farm-
ington) echoed Gty of Farmington
Qerk Nedra Viane and Farmington
Hills Clerk Floyd Cairns in his opposi-
tion to the house package.

“There are Democrats as well as
Republicans who are afraid the sys-
tem would lead to fraud and confusion
at the polling places,” Brotherton
says. He doesn't believe the package—
House Bills 489 and 5064—will be
passed by the legislature.

Eligible voters now can register at
the City Clerks’ difices or at the Secre-
tary of State's office. In fact, when a
new resident applies for a driver's
license, the registration is automatic,
if the card is signed.

Postcard registration probably
would allow eligible w'asw maﬂ ina
posteard requesting registrati

Officials say that’s looking fur fmud

“Our present system assures accu-
racy of the records,™ Ms. Viane says.

ELECTION DAY registration could
be chaos, she says.

“We'd have additional lines, one for
voting, one for registering. And in a
presidential election or in the case of a
long ballot, there would be a lt of con-
fusion.”

Caims says fraud would be harder to
control.

Election Day registration is allowed
in Minneapolis, Minn., and 45.000 per-
sons registered on one election day, he
says. Officials said 3,750 of those votes
were questionable.

“What if someone wotes-in two or |

three precincts?” he questions. “What
can '.he judge do bms!ap a wrist?”

Farmin, Hills has 120 workers
for elections, and that number would
have to be expankd to accommodate
registration, he adds.

‘The bills may nat affect either city
drastically. Farmington Hills cur-
rently has about 30,000 or % per cent
of the eligible voters registered. City
of Farmington registered voters num-
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Drdg on the new year

The Chinese New Year was celebrated last Monday
at the Mon-Jin-Lau Restaurant in Troy with the tradi-
tional Dragon Dance. This year, 4676 on the Chinese
calendar, is the year of the horse, which officially
began Feb. 7. Every Chinese year is named after an  pent,
animal which symbolizes its tone. The 12 animals

were selected, according to Chinese tradition,
because they were the ones who responded first when
Buddha called together all his animals. Those
lwponding were the rat, ox, tiger, hare, dragon, ser-

borse, ram, monkey, rooster, dog and boar.
Stall pho(o by Charlie Kidd)

Lichtman ponders public life

By STEVE BARNABY
Farmingloo editor

Ten years ago, Fred Lichtman
decided to get involved in Farmington
'n;wmhlp politics.”

As many persons can attest who
either have felt the wrath of his acid
tongue, the wit of his keen mind or the
wisdom of his legal thinking, this area
never will forget his influence,

Some ns are giad Lichtman
decided to call it quits after serving
his community for a decade. But many
others feel Lichtman’s resignation
from the clly mﬁlxsalrue loss to

n Hi
hATw polmes ‘won't be the same
up aN.he corner of Orchard Lake and
Eleven Mile where, on Monday eve-
nings, the controversial Lichtman
would do battle.

In a recent interview with the Farm-

vate person, talked of the
losophy which motivated him as a
township trustee, charter commis-
sioner, councilman and mayor of a
d‘lyhehzlpedmhlﬂ

from the council
aﬁermhnga}obwﬂd:keq:smmm
Washington D.C. and Louisiana during
the week. *
THE. FAMILIAR ,crocked smile,

Priest guilty:

.Qur Lady of Sorrows priest, Fr.
Gary Berthiaume, will be sentenced
Mareh 2 in Oakland County Circuit
Court:

Berthiaume, 35, was arrested last
September on a charge of second
degree sexual criminal misconduct
involving a 14-year-olrl boy. The boy is
believed to be a parishioner at the
Farmington church.

Berthiaume plead guilty to a lesser

charge of gross’ indecency between .

males, a felony which- carries a max-
iumum five-year prison term.
Second degree criminal sexual mis-

—_—- b e "

‘You either get involved in local govern-
ment and exercise your rights in a civilized,
lawtul atmosphere or you don't give a damn. |
guess that has been the object of my life-to

civilize suburbia.”

-Fred Lichtman

which some call a smirk, .and frank
larguage graced ua So-yeamld ml

His respect for the law has led to
many confrontations with others in the
itical i

he Mxred with the ever-present c)ga-

’Eversmcelmahttlehd I've
loved the law. I've practiced it and I
respect it. T didn't make it, but I live
by it,” says Lichtmén, who is a gradu-
ate of the Detroit Oollege of Law.

His interest in politics and law came
to the fore when a seventh grade
school teacher, Earl Ball, gave bim a

‘ederalist Papers, a com-
pilation of articles written by Alexan-
der Hamilton, Jokn Jay and James
Madison extolling the virtues of the
US. Constitution.

“Ever since that time, I knew that
law would be my profession,” he says.

And although he has spent his life
working as a businessman and local
politician, Llchhmnmﬂm he has
used law extensively in both of those
endeavors.

sentencing set

conduct, also a felony, carries a max-
imum 15-year jail term.

QOakiand County Asst. Prosecutor
Michael Schloff ‘and Judge Alice Gil-
bert agreed to allow Berthiaume to
plead to a lesser charge.

Schloff said concemn for the young
boy involved in the case motivated the
pmecukor s office to allow Ber-

ume to d to a Jesser charge.
Oakland Col Prosecutor L. Brooks
Patterson usually stipulates that plea
bargaining does not go on in Oakland
County. = )

polit

"“Something that bothers me is one-
issue candidates. Some people just can
differentiate what they would like to
see and what the law allows them to
realize,” he says.

“In their zeal to protect what they
think as residents is correct, they end
up destroying those !hx@ for which
they are proud.”

Lichtman labels sxh em-ﬂm as an
overemphasis on the “castle in the
suburbs™ philosophy.

“These people will et their neigh-
bors go down the tube,” he says.

Local governmest, he believa, is
the crux of the Americsn govern
mental system:

“Local government is the great test-
ing ground. Little cities are the first
and last bastions of the law. Mr. Giti-

zen can participate in or defend the

system,” be says,

“If we start to distrust each other at
the local level, what hope is there
anyplace?” -

BECAUSE OF his strogg belief in
the importance of local government,
Lichtman believes that mare residents
should become involved.

“‘A real problem is that too many of

who have it oo the ball either are too
busy or just aren't interested enough.”

FRED LICHTMAN

feeling of obligation to be involved,
“T used to live in Allen Park. Every-
time I went to lamumblmm 1

+ worthy decreases,”

Twemy ~Five Cents
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Crime dipping
in Farmington,
police report

Crime took a nosedive in the City of
Farmington last year.

Major crimes, including armed rob-
bery, aggravated assault, burglary
and larceny over $50, decreased
almost 22 per cent from 1976 levels.

In fact, the annual police report
indicates that crime in the city has
almost been scaled down to 1969
levels, Chief Dan Byrnes said.

‘There were five incidents of armed
robbery in 1977, oompared to 13
incidents in 1976 and 2 in 1969. Eight
cases of aggravated assaulted
revealed one more incident than
recorded in 1976. Larcenies were down
24 per cent, from 449 in 1976 to 339 in
197,

There were 24 auto thefts last year,
down 11 from '76 and only one more
than occurred in '69.

There were no murders or rapes
recorded in the city in any of those
years, Byrnes said.

The five robberies netted thieves
only $582, for an avemge take of $116,
Byrnes reported.

Net value of property stolen dropped
from nearly $100,000 in 1976 to just
under §200,000 in 1977.

SOME offenses, including assault
and battery: arson; forgery;
zlement; vandalism; drug viola-
tions; disorderly conduct; sex
offenses; liquor law violations; and
other non-major crimes, increased by
six per cent.

“However, there are some note-
Byrnes pointed
out. Drug violations dropped by 31 per
cent, liquor law violations involving
juveniles were down by 40 per cent;
and vandalism complaints were down
"1y one per cent, he says.

Disorderly and public nuisance
charges increased substantially.

Miscelianeous offenses decreased by
16 per cent from 1976 totals, including
a notable decrease in curfew and loi-
tering violations of 75 per cent.

Miscellaneous juvenile complaints

were down by 38 per cent; citizen traf-
fic complaints down by 11 per cent;
and animal ordinance violations were
down by down by 33 per cent.

The total decrease from 76 in all
offenses is 14 per cent, Byrnes said.

WHILE CRIME was down, fire
reports jumnped 10 per cent last year.

“The largest factor contributing to
the 10 per cent increase in fire runs
was due to miscellaneous outdoor
fires,” Brynes said.

Actual structural fires totaled 21 in
1977, compared to 22 in 1976.

Ten of the fires. however, required a
call back of off-duty officers and
reserves, he adds.

Property loss in dollars was up from
about $85,000 in 1976 to nearly $900,000,
in 1977. A large part of that increase
was due to the Valley View Con-
dominium fire at the end of last year.

Vehicle accidents closely followed
1976 levels, with one fatal accident;
139 von-fatal injury accidents; 405
property damage accidents; and 142
private property accidents, for a total
of 687 accidents as compared to 676 in
1976.

WHILE OVERALL crime was down,
overtime costs for the department
soared, from 1,390 hours of paid over-
time in 1976 to 2,425 hours in 1977.

Changes in the public safety officers’
contract increased the hours of paid
overtime, Byrnes explained.

“We used to reimburse overtime
with compensatory time, but we're
paying for overtime now, " he says.

Some shortage in manpower is
behind the overtime increase, he adds.
Officers have to work overtime to
maintain shift strength when other
officers are off.

“That may stabilize when we hire a
new officer,” he says.

The Public Safety Department is
currently seeking applicants for an
officer position.

Lost time due to sickness decreased
in 1977, but compensatory training
time increased, Byrnes added.

Although the Farmington Hills City
Administration Building is closed Mon-
day for George Washington's birthday,
the city council will meet at 8 p.m. in
council chambers at Eleven Mile and
Middlebelt.

0ld business on the agenda includes:

*Discussion of a report from the
‘Commission to Increase Voter Partici-
pation.

*Enactment of an ordinance to the
city code changing the definition of
intoxication,

*Request for a parade permit for a
Memorial Day parade to be conducted
on May 29.

NEW BUSINESS includes the fol-

lowing:

*Reconsideration of a request for a
dance permit for the owners of Be My
Guest, 29505 Nine Mile.

*Consideration of vacating an alley
between Bostwick and Longwood in
Fleming's Roseland Garden sub-
dmsmn

Hills’ agenda set
for tonight’s meet

an amendment to the uniform traffic
code which would prohibit parking in
front of mail boxes.

«Consideration of an amendment for
all correspondence which mentions
Parkside subdivision to read Parkway
subdivision at the request of Orchard,
Papke, Schultz and McCQliment Inc.

*Consideration of entering into a
Iandscape contract with the Michigan
Department of Highways and Trans-
portation for the area of M-102 from
Grand River east to U.S-10.

+Consideration of participating with
Southfield in installing a flashing traf-
fic signal at Inkster Road and Shia-
wassee.

*Consideration“of approval of pre-
liminary plats for Ramble Hills Num-
ber One, which includes 53 lots and for |
the same number of lots in Meadow-
brook Park.

*Approval of a traffic control order
for eastbound Fink traffic to yield at
Tuck.

would drive through the
area. 1 told myself that someday I
would live here.

“] know it sounds comy, but 1 love
Farmington Hills” be says.

While may perceive Lichtman as a
inter-

mormmlmm
the Durants and which guides my life
is ‘at-the edgealcva'ydvil!mﬂon
stands the barbarians.’
- ‘This, be says, is especially true in
local government.

“You either g! involved in local
government and
in a civilized, lawful
g ‘!givesdam.l that
m! thenb!u!nlmylﬂe—mciv-

exercise your rights -
or

i i to
an amendmem to lhe city code refer-
ring to “interfund loans and cash
adv: -

«Consideration of the i ion of tion of

ing the land-
scaping of the median area at the
junction of M-102 and Grand River.
would include the participa-

Fun activitles
Ever wonder what to do o

children into happy tikes. To see
what they have to offer, turn to
Page 5C. .




