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Survival likely for high-risk infants

Once every six hours a newborn
child in distress is rushed to Children’s
Hospital in the Detroit Medical Center
for special care to save the baby’s life
or prevent brain damage.

To meet growing demand and
changing medical technology in
intensive care. the hospital opened a
completely remodelled special care
unit for newborn infants on Jan. 25.

The new center doubles the number
of patients that can be cared for. It is
now the largest perinatal unit in the
state and one of the largest in the
country, with space for 12 acute care
and 48 premature or intermediate care
babies.

It is estimated that two to three per
cent of all newborns require more than
routine care.

“We're able to support patients
through problems that used to kill
them.” said Dr. Ronald Poland. direc-
tor of the neonatal unit. “We encour-
age doctors always to send us the baby
when they have doubt about his or her
ability to survive.”

Infants from 50 hospitals in Mich-
igan are brought to Childrens.

Special care for the newborn is a
common occurence these days, and
intensive care has increased because
it is cost-effective. according to Dr.
Poland. For every dollar spent in an
intensive care unit. over four dollars
in chronic institutional care is saved
as the number of brain-damaged chil-
dren is reduced.

Babies with Hyaline Membrane Dis-
ease (the respiratory disorder that
killed Patrick Bouvier Kennedy) are
routine cases today in the neonatal
intensive care unit at Children's

Hospital.

‘TEN YEARS ago. 70 per cent of pre-
mature babies had significant brain
damage. Today at Children’s less than
ten per cent do.

Cardiac surgery to repair congenital
heart defects is performed frequently
and sometimes on infants old one day
old.

Some of these tiny patients in
intensive care require up to 100 square
feet of hospital space for such life-sav-
ing equipment as respirators, cardiac
monitors, blood warmers and radiant
heat warmers. But Dr. Poland points
out, ~The sophistication is in how to
use the equipment. not in the equip-
ment itself.”

Dr. Poland is assisted by another
fulltime neonatologist (a physician
specializing in the care of newborns),
three physicians taking post-graduate
training, and a staff of over 90 espe-
cially trained nurses. Each nurse in
intensive care is assigned one or two
patients while one nurse in inter-
mediate care monitors four patients

Children’s has increased its bed
space as a result of a new concept of
the spread of infection. Eighteen beds
were added in the same amount of

space.

In the 1960s. infants were separated
from parents and staif to prevent
infection. Parents could only see their
baby through a window.

Since then. epidemiologists have
shown that simply washing hands with
soap before touching patients controls
the spread of infection. The glass-
walled viewing corridor which took up
nearly 40 per cent of the space has
been eliminated.

Another result from the change in
thinking is that parents have physical

ORT looks to spring

Fashions by Kasper with the inter-
pretation of the renowned designer
himself will be a highlight of the Mich-
igan Region of Women's American
ORT's membership gala on Wednes-
day, Feb. 15

The event entitled ~Swing into

Spring™ witl open at 11:30 a.m. at Con-
gregation Shaarey Zedek in Southfield
and will honor ORT members.

ORT (Organization for Rehabilita-
tion through Training) is a vocational
teaching system of the Jewish people
It maintains vocational schools in 30
countries around the world. ORT's
goal is to provide the opportunity to
learn a trade and to develop pride and
a recognition of self-worth to Jewish
children and adults.

Maxine Pomerantz of Southfield is
president of the Michigan Region and
Barbara Weisberg is chairwoman of
the executive committee

Planning the membership event are
Harriet Jacobson of West Bloomfield,

chairwoman of the day. Ina Kahn of
Farmington Hills. reservations
chairwoman, and Karen Schwartzen-
feld of West Bloomfield. who is assist-
ing Mrs. Kahn.

Advance reservations are necessary.
For information. call the ORT office at
3559151,

Mac Allister-Shea

Mr. and Mrs. James Mac Allister
announce the engagement of their
daughter, Glenny of Denver, Colo., to
J. Patrick Shea Jr., son of Mr. and
Mrs. John P. Shea Sr. of Southfield.
Miss Mac Allister's parents reside in
Santa Fe, N.M.

The bride-elect is a student at the
University of Denver. Her fiance grad-
uated from Michigan State University
and is a landscape architect employed
with the National Park Service.

An April 8 wedding is planned.

soft lenses $200
hard lenses $100

necessary starter kit

20100 W. 12 Mile
Southlield

CONTACT LENSES
SPECIAL OFFER

Includes insurance. trial wearing plan, and

PROFESSIONAL CONTACT LENS CLINIC, INC.
Dr. R. DeMercurio 0.D.
353-9830

41st. Annual
Winter Sale K
Now In Progress

20292 Middlebelt
(South of 8 Male) LIVONIA
474-6900

Colonial House of Furniture

contact with their babies.

“We want parents to touch and hug
their kids," said Dr. Poland. *We have
a whole emotional support system
here besides the respirators and other
technical advances."

Dr. Poland and his staff are con-
cerned about the psychological needs
of the mother as well as her infant.
Before the baby is transferred from
the hospital where he was born. a
member of the transfer team from
Children's (made up of a nurse, a
medical resident and a respirator ther-

apist) makes sure the mother has seen

and touched her baby. As soon as the really
child arrives at Children's. an instant

picture is taken and sent to the 3
mother. She is encouraged to visit the happenlng
baby on her way home from the .

maternity hospital and as often as pos- in town.

sible afterwards. The staff involves
parents in feeding and caring for the
child as much as pessible.
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Custom Shulters @ Louver Doors
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Fabric Frames e Shaers
Vercal & Hozomai Louvers

43846 Van Dyke
Utica, Michigan
254-9005

In Fasmington
478-6748

Weekly meetings are held for the

parents so they can talk about prob-
lems with each other and with social
workers, psychiatrists or psycholo-
gists.
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Infants look tiny next to the special blood pressure

cuff used in the special care unit for premature new-
borns at Children’s Hospital.

Shape for Summer

IU's easy it you do it right-the Nautilus Fitness way. ETS

Minimum time-Maximum benefit. No Gimmicks, only 30 minutes
per visit, two or three times per week. B

Nautilus

28350 W. Eight Mile Rd.
Ya mile W. of Grand River

dollars
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476-7118

FITNESS CENTER
OF
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FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS
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Sew the entire Deevel
Heritage line in

. Ildeas H
- Ray Interiors
ST NS FIRST DREXEL HERITAGE STORE

13300 SLOCUM FARMINGTON Pnone 476-7572

OLD WHITE .......

SALE ENDS FEB. 25, 1978
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HANOVER BRICK ........
weeee PEr Ctn.ceneee, 3415 56 fctn.
FIELDSTONE ...............
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IT’'S EASY TO DO
See How at our

MR. BRIC CLINIC

FEB. 18, 1978
10a.m. 02 p.m.

Free Coffee & Doughnuts
PerCtn. .......... $2-45 45 tt/etn.

PerCtn........... 3620 §6 ft.ctn.
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Featuning America’s Fnest Carpet Mills. Largest .’.'.w.‘
Selection in the Arga. Choose Iro.n Lees. Wunda 1

. H.A- SMITH Lun\lber&'supphes

vieve Bigaiow or Catin Cralts
7 Mile at Miadlebeit

8497 W. Grand River

across from Outside
Livonta Mall Brighton Mall
4 1-227-1314

Decorating
Centers
are putting

GARAGE DOOR OPENERS
X ReY4

2/ BY ALLIANCE
W MODEL GS 450
L/

$17500

INSTALLED

SOLID STATE
CONTROLS

$185.00

N
1 YEAR WARRANTY

ANTENNA SERVICE CO.

WESTLAND PARTS & PONTIAC
326-7575 SERVICE 335-9079

The Thaw in Spring Decorating
thru February 28

LEARN TO PLAY
JENNIS

GROUP LESSONS
START WEEK OF
FEB. 13th

*5 HRS. of instruction
* LIMITED CLASS SIZE

NON ERs N AALAGLE
INVITED
Bevery Hills Racquet Club

31555 Southfleld RG. — N.of 12Mile 642-8500

ART
WALLPAPER

&
[PICTURE FRAME
SALE

we have Big
Savings Now!
on most art in stock, choose
from original Oil Paintings,
Lithographs, seriographs
& Photos.

10 - 25% orr
OIL PAINTINGS
209 off any CUSTOM

FRAME ordered for
art purchased during sale

SALE
Save 20-40%

on selected wallcoverings
Walltex, Imperial, and others

Don't forget our everyday
extras; no freight charges, wall
Ppaper experts to assist. Fastest
delivery.

10% off any GRAPHIC
PAINT in stock

WATCH FOR OUR ANNUAL DECORATING OPEN HOUSE COMING SOON

25655 Joy Road (At Beech-Daly) .
19514 W. 7 Mile {4 Blks. E. of Evergreen)
15367 Newburgh Rd. (5 Mile-Newburgh Cir.)

With a Full Selection of Produce g
See You Thursday

33152 West Seven Mile, Livonia

Just Eastof Farmington' Rd.

Mon thru Sat. 10-7 @ Sun 10-5

RE-OPENING

FEBRUARY 16 1

THURSDAY

477-4333




