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Why punish

offenders?
Fine minds,
can differ

{Continued from page 10A)

Orsupposeanaltemativeto
punishment—for example, votational
therapy~were proven less costly and
more effectivé in preventing crime.
Surely, opting for that alternative
makes good moral sense.

Let us grant that retributivists were
right when they faulted utilitarians for
flouting Kant's principle of humanity.
Criminal punishment, if morally
acceptable. should surely be deserved.

But the utilitarians were not
altogether wrong. Criminal

Prof. Pitts comments:

ByJESSEPITTS
Qakland University

If legal punishment exists, it is not
because of some philosophical reason. It
is because there can be nosocial norms,

laws which governthe community.
if the violation of the law weakens the
law, the punishment of the guilty
reaffirms the law and strengthens its
hold on our consciousness. This is
probably the most tangible way
i deters: 1t the

no laws, without i po:

sanctions for those who abide by the
norms and Jaws (a good reputation, for
example) and negative sanctions for
those who do not (a bad reputation,
fines, imprisonment). Every time we
deviate from the law, we are asserting
ourown standards against the law.

If there is no reaction to our
transgression, people start to wonder:
What is the norm of praper conduct Waht
isthelaw. .. Doessocietyreallymeanit
when it says you should not steal from
the department store or from yourrich
employer. Is  there perhaps is one la
for the chicken-hearted and another law
forthestrong

f morally

v
should also show iteself capable in the
enterpriseof minimizing human pain.
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Seare letter

A Detroit civil rights group has
blasted the use of a controversial real
estate solicitation letter as *ille-
gal. . .and dangervus for any minority
family who may happen to be. . .the
object of the letter’s concern."

The Fair Housing Center is calling
on real estate companies and agents to
reject using such a letter and is urging
individual homeowners to not patron-
ize those who do.

The'letter, first publicly exposed ina
recent Detroit News article said:
“Just a note to let you know that we
have new neighbars moving in. A new
family has recently purchased a home,
causing much real estate activity in

PL pa
ambiguity, and where we have pressing
private interests, it is amazing how
things which seemobvious enoughtoour
friends start looking complicated and
ambiguoustous.

Hence legal punishment, which takes
place through a judicial ceremony,
reaffirms against individual
self-interest, the interest of the total
community and the sacredness of the

denounced

our area, If I may assit you in any
way, please give me a call.”

According to the Detroit News
article, the letter was distributed in
the Westland-Wayne area by Mark T.
Yurich, a Century 21 real estate agent.

A spokesman for the Fair Housing
Center board of directors said:

“Only the most insensitive real
estate broker or sales representative
would fail to understand the implicit
racial scare tactics in such a letter.
Over 200 years of housing discrimina-
tion in this country has well condi-
tioned white Americans, when they get
such a letter, to look down the block to
se if a black family has moved in.”

commitment of citizens to the law, and
probably more so with the
citizen-spectators of judgment than
withthe citizen-object of judgment.

STILL, THERE IS some direct
deterrence, not only upon people on the
margin of temptation, but also upon
criminals,

Punishment “scores™ that got them
intoprisoninthe first place.

A con who has done time and does not
wish to return (some do, because that is
where they make the best adjustment)
will refuse to participate in the
run-of-the-mill crimes which net little
money but make the community
uptight. His threshhold of temptation
goes up, and that is a social gain we
cannot dismiss.

Over the years, probably half the
ex-cons eventually quit the life of crime
afterone or twoor even threesentences,

Itis partly the fear of punishment, the

quieting down of animal spirits, getting
married and not wanting to have your
little girl come up to you and say:
“Daddy, whatisa con. Theysay you'rea
con, and 1 can't play with the other girls
anymore."

Most amateur shoplifters—otherwise
wives and mothers—many of the milder
sex criminal therwise
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Punishment deters, but it can’t be

indulgent society. It is even less likelyto
h\pra-ease respect for the value of human
e.

vengeful

Justice, who debunk punishment &s a
deterrent and  who want to close down
the jails, are really asking for mercy

True enough, there is a of
vengeance in criminal justice, a desire
tobalance the books which is at the root
of human exchange, and of life in
sliociety, Itis better if victims can check

secretly app! 3
because they hatethe hostile fantasies.
But when it comes to Mr. Nixon, or
Mr. Liddy, or Mr. Mitchell, or an FBI
chief, they want blood, and complain

but with a few kinky tastes—most
“'grease' or “frat" juvenile delinquents
are often deterred by their first arrest.
The humiliation of arrest cuts through
the fog of self-serving rationalizations
like a knife. It becomes obvious that
their past practice is more than fun and
games,

THE BREAKDOWN of the criminal
justice system in our major cities,
during the 1960 and early ‘70s, the fact
that the chance of going to prison for any
one felony fell by more than half, made
it more difficult for parents to keepthei:
children from the seduetions of “hood"

lture.

Small-time hoodlums became bolder
andmore cruel, The fact that, in Detroit,
two out of three and soon three out of
fourof persons who commit murder will
not be charged ar sent to prison for their
crime is not likely to arouse love for an
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00ms, for over 50 years

Iand leave it to the state to uph;ld the
aw.

Yet I have noticed that some of the
more strident opponents of criminal
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bitterlythat istoolight.

It is not easy to be truly kind and
forgiving. Too often it is only a matter of
self-congratulation and of whose ox is
gored.

BUY ANY MEDIUM PI2ZA
AT THE REGULAR
PRICE...GET THE

IDENTICAL
PIZZA FREE!

ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER
CARRY QUT ONLY
Expires 2/26/78

pritiios;
Mio Rosd
a1 Nortvdle Foad - 345-0556
REDFORD
7 Grang Shooping Conter - 535-9000

ROCHESTER

624 Mamn Suee! - 6520830
FOYAL OAK

4132 8§ Woooward - 576-1240

soumELD 250 B
Mo at Lanser - 356-

9 Mie al Beech . 357

12 Wie 3t Evergroen - 357-5221

13 Mie a1 Southfeld - 6446822

TROY

Crooks a1 Mapie - 6430684

Ve Paza

5117 Rochasior Aosg

a1 18 Mie Road - 5249595

Golden Gate Plaza .

2991 By Beaver

at Dequece - 683:3641

WALLED LAKE

950 Portiac Trad - 624-50%

WAYNE

4555 Howe Foad + 7284700

WESTLANG

Meiman Foad - 4251450

208'S. Wayna R3 - 729-1400

ocieoon
betwoan 5 end 6 Mis - 422:6200
OE

Thermostat
- ¢ontrol
saves energy

ise control of your
home’s thermostat "can
cuntribute to home
energy savings. advises
e National Association
o Realtors.

Frequent changes in

we feel AMC Concord D/ L is the best
luxury compact value on the road.

great reasons why

thermostat settings
‘ncrease heating and
:0oling costs. Avoid
thanging temperature
“ontrol more than twice
aday.

1f you do change your
thermostat, don't set it
several degrees above or
below the desired tem-
perature to make it work
faster. Your heating or
cooling system will most
likely overshoot and
work less efficently.
wasting energy.
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Smoke Detectors,
Underwriters Lab approved
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CALL NOW!
The
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Great looks outside. Formal Landau
vinyl roof, opera windows, whitewalls
and color-keyed wheel covers

are all standard.

AMC Concord D/L _
,/

Great looks insid;a.

Also standard: crushed velour upholstery,
plush carpeting, individual reclining seats,

woodgrain instrument panel and digital clock.

Drive one today at your nearby AMC Dealer.
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quiet ride.

Great economy. Concord D/L's new 4-cylinder engine with
the smooth-shifting optional 4-speed transmission gives
you great mileage. EPA estimated test results: 34 highway;

22 city; 26 combined.*

*Your actual mileage will vary depending on your car’s condition and -
optional equipment and how and where you drive.

Great ride. New suspension and insulation
network provide an uncommenly smooth,

Great size. Roomy
enough

to seat 5
comfortably.
Trim
enough for

- DELIGHTFUL
candles & holders
or eve

occasion
& every room
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