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Making Better Use of What We Have

Transportation System Management is a concept of shart range transporta-
tion planning aimed at efficient use of existing transportation facilities. Trans-
portation System Management projects do not usually involve major new con.
struction, Rather, they increase the capacity of what is already in use largely
through improved management of existing facilities.

Transportation System Management actions fall into several categories.
Among thase which improve traffic flow are:

®improved use of traffic lights to facilitate flow of

traffic;

®Traffic lanes which carry inbound traffic during
morning rush hour, and outbound traffic during

evening rush hour;

® Metering freeway ramps to monitor traffic flow; and

@ Widening of intersections to reduce congestion.

Improvements in public transit service are also Transportation System
Management actions. The more trips taken by public transit, the fewer cars on

the road, the more efficiently the highway system functions.
Projects to encourage public transit use include:

& Park and ride lots;
® Bus shelters; and

® Advertising and promotion of the benefits of public
transit, and of transit service available.

All of the actions listed above have been taken in Southeast Michigan. In
addition, three major Transportation System Management activities were in
progress in 1977,

The first, highly visible to people who live in, work in or visit downtown De-
troit, falls in the category of redirecting auto traffic in congested areas. That
action is the Woodward Avenue Mall.

While the mall will serve other purposes, the banning of auto traffic on
Woodward will facilitate a switch to public transit in a highly congested area.

Other major Transportation System Management activities —~ ride sharing,
freeway monitoring and bikeways — are covered in this report.
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Study Aims to Reduce
Downriver Truck Traffic

Sixteen communitles in the south-
castern portion of Woayne County
known as the downriver area received
supgestions for reducing truck traffic
on their majur streats In a study com-
pleted by the Council of Govern.
mants in 1977,

The study, considered the first of
its kind anywhere, proposes a phased
improvement progrom for this hoav-
ily industrialized areo which in-
cludaes-

+ Botter use of truck route signs to
direct truck traffic into streets where
it will couse the least congastion;
« Soparating streets from roilroads
ot key crossings, thus proventing
traffic  back-ups around railrood
trocks: and

« Future dovelopmant of specitic

truckways if the necd orises,

The problem arises from the fact
that trucks traveling Interstate 75
fragaway are forced (o use east-west
streets through the downriver com.
munities to reach thgir destination
industries. Most of these industries
are located along the Oetroit River.

Some of the problems which arise
from the constent influx of large
trucks are excessive noise, exhaust
emissions and demage to pavement.

The communities which were
covered by the study include Allen
Park, Brownstown Township, Ecorse,
Flat Rock, Gibraltar, Grosse lle
Township, Lincoln Park, Melvindale,
Rlver Rouge, Riverview, Rockwood,
Southgate, Taylor, Trenton, Wood-
haven and Wyandotte.

Bikes: Energy Efficient

Transportation

The Transportation System Managemant pro-
gram is meant to provide for all kinds of trovel,
and this includes one of the most cnergy-efficient
of all — bieyeling,

Because bicycles are gaining in  popularity,
SEMCOG has undertoken development of a Ro-
gional Bikeway Plan. This plan will become an

t of the Regional Transportation Plan,
which now contains highway and transit ele-
ments.

The plan is the result of research and anoly.
sis of existing facilities, usage patterns, technicat
and legal considerations, and potential funding tor
projects.

A major corridor was open to bike troffic duc.
ing the 1977 year along segments of Interstote 275
in western Wayne County, However, the Council's
bikeway plan shows that the greatest need in
Southeast Michigan is to provide for safe urban and
suburbon biking.

The Council of Governmonts’ Re-
gional Bikeway Plan calls for mak-
ing urban and suburban bicycling
safer,




