SCANDI To Monitor
Freeway Conditions

An example cf Transportation System Management is the use of
a freeway traffic monitoring system known as SCAND! — short for
Surveillance, Control and Oriver Information System.

Such a systom will be installed around the Detroit area over the next
five vears, according 1o a November announcement by the Michigan
Department of State Highways and Transportation.

What is SCANDI? it is a computerized data and information system
designed to improve safety, traffic flow, and response to stranded
motorists. Currently there ore 24 similar systems in operation around
the United States.

An integral part of the system will be motorist-aid call boxes, providing
direct communication botween the matorist and a State Police dis-
patcher in Detroit. Also part of the SCANDI system will be trafiic
bultetins broadeasted on commercial radio stations, dispatch of fire and
wrecker service, and oventual freeway ramp signals which will help
motorists enter smoothly into freeway traffic,

The first phese of the project calls for installation of SCANDI equip-
ment on 32.5 miles, or half, of Detroit freeways. All of the John C.
Lodge (US-10) and portions of Interstate 75 and 375 freeways will
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be included in the first phase of construction,

After the first phase of SCANDI is completed and operationat by the
summer of 1979, a one-year testing and evaluation will toke place
before SCANDI is expanded to the second half of the freeway system.

Cleaning Up Our Air

Transportation
sgencies in the re.
gion have the re.
sponsibility to make
plans which are con-
sistent with a state
implementation
plan for air quality
standards.

Hence, the Coun-
cil in 1977 under-
took a detailed anal-
ysis ol emissions of
the gases carbon
monoxide, nitrogen oxide and hydrocarbons from one of our biggest contributors
to air pollution — the sutomobile.
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The first step in this analysis required finding out how many automobiles now
use each portion of Southeast Michigan's highway network, and how many will
use our highways in 1990. This data came from an actual trafiic monitoring
conducted in 1975, and from projected trafiic counts for the year 1990,

Once aciual and projected traftic counts were known, computer technigues
belped the Councit determune the current Jevel of air pollution, and what level
could be expected for 1990.

One result of this study showad that if the Council's 1990 Transportation
Ptan for Southeast Michigan were implemented, with its improved public transit
system, there would be less air pollution from transportation in 1990 than there is
todoy.

$600 Million Pledged for Transit

In late 1976, the region was filled with excitement over the federal govern-
ment’s pledge of $600 million to develap a transit system proposed by the South-
eastern Michigan Transportation Authority {SEMTA).

Through 1977, the Council of Governments assisted SEMTA in examining what
kind of transit system would best suit this region. The results of this analysis
will be a transit system which, pending federal approval, will be implemented
with the federal funds as they incrementally are received.

The anolysis of transit alternatives has dealt with transit systems containing
expanded bus and commuter rail service, plus light rail transit service on Wood-
ward. Light rail is an improved, modern version of the strectcar, completoly
separated from the automobile traffic stream.

A technica) report, Design Guidelines for Intermodiaste Lovel Transit Sorvice,
was prepsred by the Council to oid in the exomination of priority bus service,
called intermediste transit service. Copies of this report are available from the

Council,

Régidh’sv Airports' Getting Busier

In an era when speed is becoming a
consideration for moving people and
goods, it is not surprising that the re-
gion’s 64 airports are getting busier. In
1977 they provided 2.3 million annual
takeoffs and landings to the 3000
aircraft based here, and to the count.
less aircraft that fly in and out of
Southeast Michigan.

A detailed long range plan is
necessary to direct growth of such
traftic in an orderly manner.

In 1974, the Michigan Depart-
ment of State Highways and Trans.
portation completed the Michigan
State Airport System Plan. This plan
provided guidelines for development
of aviation facilities throughout Mich-
igan.

In the SEMCOG region, where the
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bulk of the state’s aviation activity
occurs, this plan did not offer suffi-
cient detail for continuing, compre-
hensive and cooperative airport master
planning, Therefore, in 1977 SEMCOG
developed a Design Study for a Re-
gional Airport System Plan for South-
east Michigan, with the hope that the
federal government would fund plan-
ning for the region’s aviation needs.
However, the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration to date has not approved the
Council’s request for aviation funding,

Other aviation developments during
1977 included the opening of a new
airport called Smith’s Creek Airport in
St. Clair County, and the addition of a
new runway at Metropolitan Airport,
Both were part of the Transportation
Improvement Program.
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Smallor airports like Grosse lle Municipal carry a largo joad of the aviation traffic

in the region, Grosse llo is home base for 152
oxcoss of 39,000 takeoffs and landings.

Tho Bluebird plain-clothes police force
making Dotroit busss mare socure for riders,

Transit Crime Study Results
In Security for City Bus Riders

A study of crimo on pubiic transit ralaasead by
the Councll of Govarnments in 1976 promptod the
Dotroit Dapartment of Transportation {D-D0T) to
Imploment 3 plaln-clothes securlty force on busas,
known as “‘Bluablrds.*’

In 1977, the city saw the beneflts of this pro-
gram when It roalized a 25 percent drop n crimaes
on D-DOT buses.

From Octobar 1976 through July 1977 the
rogion recelved nearly $1 mlilllon In state funds
for the program. Since then, grants totaling
$650,000, together with $350,000 In local match
moricy, have heen aflocated for tho contlnued
oparation of the prograim.

That money pays for tha oporation of 12
teams of four plainclothes pollcomon, who ride
D-DOT's 650 coachos, mostly on a small numbar
of bus llnes which oxperiance the bulk of tha
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