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History of abandoned home gets longer and sadder

By JACKIE KLEIN

The windows of the tumbledown,
vacart house on Seminole in Southfietd
are boarded shut. But the doors have
been broken open and the structure is
unsafe.

Inside the dilapidated home, it is fil-
thy. The furniture has been exposed to
freezing and thawing and some has
been discarded in the weed-choked
backyard,

Sometimes the wheels of city admin-
istration grind exceedingly slow. In
1971, Kenneth Siler, owner of the ram-
shackle dwelling, was asked to clean
up the mess and make toe property
safe

e.
Clayton Diebel, director of South-
field Department of Building and
Safety Engineering, seven year®ago
recommended that city council a
ize barricading of the house and
removing of debris until Siler could
take care of it himself. Otherwise, he
suggested, the house should be razed.
Southfield City Council met Jan. 23.

City Attorney Sigmund Beras told
members they were to discuss the con-
tinuation of condemnation prDcEed{ngs
against Siler’s premises. Pr_oceedmp
began according to building regu-
lations in the Southfield city code.

IT HAD been called to the attention
of the building department, after an
investigation, that the structure was
unsafe, Beras said. In the meantime,
Seminole has been left with an aban-
doned shell, a blight in the John Grace
area neighborhood, and a potential
‘hangout for youths. 5

A hearing officer confirmed the find-
ings of the building department. City
Council Jan. 23 set a hearing to show
cause why the findings shouldn’t be
confirmed. That’s part of the long.
legal process of condemnation. X

Siler received a notice of the hearing
from the city clerk by registered mail.
To make it more binding, Beras per-
sonally forwarded to the homeowmer a
notice by certified mail. But Siler

e the e

%
N

TON

" just beautiful mm,;\\
Jor your home
LIS, Peofessionglt
rien

ee Drexel
Heritage line in
ated rowm ertings

. 1dens galore !
< Ray lnlc;'iors

HERITAGE STORE

Phone 476-7572 J

HAGKERTY

L[MBER&WMNU

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

2055 HAGGERTY, WALLED LAKE
624-4551 cr 356-6166

J

soft lenses $200
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necessary starter kit.
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failed to show up Jan, 23.

Instead, the owner of the deteriorat-
ing home sent a letter to council, ask-
ing for time until April to correct the
many problems on his property. But
officials noted that Siler had made
similar promises to council and never
complied.

Beras pointed out that nothing more
than what the hearing officer recom-
mended was being asked of Siler. And
that was to barricade the premises
and clean up the debris. The same rec-
ommendation was made in 1971.

IF council approved the hearing offi-
cer’s finding, Siler couM within 20
days appeal to Oakland County Circuit
Court to change the order. That's
another part of the legal system.

THE COST of the recommended
action would become a lien against the
property, Beras said. Expenses would
include material and labor.

1 did live in this house for some
years, and this house did have sewer
and water in it,” Siler wrote. **When [
came to Florida for the winter, this

house did have sewer and-water in it
and was in good condition.

“T did put plywood over the win-
dows. However, if this house does need
waler and sewer or repairs, I will do it
as soon as the weather there breaks
and my healto is better. I am sick at
this time and under the doctor's care.
However, by April 1978 or before, |
will be able to take care of this mat-
ter.

“If for some reason I could not take
care of this house on Seminole by

afflicted with the oppressive situation
for years and your assistance in
resolving the .dilemma would be
greatly appreciated by the entire com-
numity,” the communication said.

City records showed that the hearing
officer in October 1977 recommended
that the Seminole house be barricaded
until it's made habitable or removed.
The officer also ordered the weeds and

debris cleared from the property and
for all this to be completed by Nov. 15,
1977. Thhs was never done.

Southfield City Council affirmed the
decision of the hearings officer that
the building be barricaded anfl
cleaned. But that was suggested in
1971, and the abandoned shell is still a
blemish on the neighborhood
landscape. M

April, T will have whatever is needed
done to make it safe by a builder. 1 Observer
don't live in this home myself. 1 plan . =
to rent it to a responsible man who & Eccentric THE =
will keep it cleaned up. I the city will N, =
" ‘ e ewspapers =
gve me a permit, I will build three <
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City council received another letter, . .
this one from homeowners in the best mf:,g;:enmom ==
reighborhood. They asked for positive es ing ways
action to remedy the -‘unsafe, of to keep up
unhealthy and unsightly" conditions at appearances.
Siler’s unoccupied residence. both
Somersel tall @ Farlane Towne Center -
“OUR NEIGHBORHOOD has been worlds. tnside Hugnes & Hatchen 2.

Tech Hifi's

Biggest Sale

of the Year.

Open9:00 a.m.t010:30 p.m.

This Monday, George Washington's Birthday, is the best day to
buy stereo at Tech Hifi. Our prices are never lower all year. For
this one day only, everything in the store goes on sale - including

Our annual Washington's Birthday Sale.
The lowest prices of the year, for one day only.

many brand-new, brand-name components at dealer's cost! This
Washington's Birthday, as always, Tech Hifi will not be under sold.
Here are some examples of the kind of savings you can expect:

Craig H500 receiver
Studio Design 16 speakers
BSR 2260A tumntatile
ADC cartridge

$199

Rotel 102 Mark 2 receiver
KLH 100 speakers
BSR 2260A turntable
ADC cartridge

Micro Seiki DD20
deluxe direct drive manual.........

Pickering cartridge

.$399

Marantz 22308 receiver
New Advent Utilities speakers
Technics SL20 turntable
AudioTechnica 90E cartridge

$269

Harman Kardon 330c receiver
EPI 100V speakers or Ohm E
Garrard 630S turntable

Nikko 315 .

(12 watts per channel)....

Miida 3140

(43 watts per channel).....

Pioneer 1050

{120 watts per channel)
0

$349

Kenwood 260!

(15 watts per channel).....

..$119

Kenwood KA3500 amp
{40 watts per channel). ..$ 99
Kenwood KT5300 tuner

Technics SL-20

manual belt-drive.

Pioneer 117 single-play

automatic belt-drive.. ... $82

Plus many more tumtebles from Dual,

Philips, BSR B*I*C, Garrard, and Miracord
at similar savings.

eSSories

ADCFEW-3ten band equalizer. $69
Pioneer SE-205 headphones.... $12

TEAC

TEAC A1708S cassette deck.
Advent 201A cassette decl

JBLL100 (pr.
EPI100V (pr.).
KLH 102 {py

Ohm D2 (pr.).

(1.9u.v. IHF),

Haman Kardon 230E
{15 Watls per channel)..... ..$ 89
All Sansui electronics, Pionee
receivers, and Marantz

receivers, in stock, at dealer

sheet cost.

-8 79

Plus many more receivers on sale at
similar savings.

Many,many more unadvertised specials.
Quantities limited - not all items avail-
able in all stores.

Not ) tor emrors.

O&E

Custom Shutters @ Louver Do
N Vedtcal & Honzontal Louvers
-.. FREEESTIMATES
.y
45846 Van Dykeé"
. Utica, Michigan 48087
2549005

headphone:

Superex PRO-B6 professional
... $19

Studio Design 56 (pr.

SALES @ SERVICE ® INSTALLATION
LEVELORS @ WOVEN WOOD SHADES

and Drapes ® Fabncs Frames @ Sliders

IN FARMINGTON

Studio Design 36 (pr.

Plus many more tape dacks from AKA, o
v s o New Advent Utilities.

Kenwood, Aiwa, Pioneer Marantz,
Technics, Sankyo, and Superscope al
similar savings.

Specials on ADC, AudioTechnica,
Empire, Pickering, Stanton, Micro

Acoustics, and Ortofon cartridges. Plus many more speekers on sale

Royal Oak 576-4436 / 125 Main St., Rochester 652-HIFI

Stares atso in New England, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and i Ghio.

tech hifi

Spundrooms you can play in;

35555 Plymouth Rd. (World Camera Bfdg.), Livonia 525-7360 / 4526 N. Woodward Ave., .

In Michigan: Dearborn, M. Ctemens, Dalroit “The Bargain Cenler,” East Detroit, Southgate, Ann Arbor and East Lansing.




