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Artist goes where cameras -can’t— courtrooms

By BARBARA UNDERWOOD

Courtroom artist Bill Lignante could
have been in Las Vegas Thursday.
sketching scenes from the court action
surrounding Howard Hughes® will,-but
he was in Birminham instead.

Lignante was the fourth speaker of
Birmingham Town Hall's 24th season.
‘The Hughes case was the first job he
had turned down in 10 years, but he
did not want to bresk his Town Hall
commitment on 24-hour notice.

He recalled many of his experiences
and showed slides of drawings he has
done at trials that have become house-
hold words during the last decade—
Sirhan, Calley, Manson, Davis, Hearst
and others.

Because his work often is shown in
evening news broadcasts across the
country, he must work rapidly and
often complete a one or more draw-
ings while traveling between the court-
room and a broadcasting studio.

His worst experience was “‘drawing

Audio-visuals aid

The defense attorney called Soupy Sales as
a witness to testify that pie throwing is not

such a bad thing.

in the front seat of a car with a corre-
spondent who was writing his story in
his head.™

ACCORDING TO Lignante's wife,
his mother says he has been drawing
since he was three years old. He stud-
ied at the Pratt Institute in New York
City, did layout designing for 14 years
and has been a courtroom iilustrator
for 10 years.

Lignante also drew the Ozark Ike
comic strip from 19160 and the Phan-
tom from 1961-63.

He does his sketches on a regular 14
by 17-inch drawing pad and starts with
blue pencil because it does not photo-
graph. He uses black felt tip pens over
the blue and fills in with colored magic
markers.

Sue Melekian of Franklin and Julie Jagitsch of Southfield work
independently in the self-paced Health Instructional Center at
Madonna College.

Wage charges are resolved

Charges of violating the minimum
wage, overtime pay and record keep-
ing provisions of the Fair Labor Stand-
ards Act filed against Van Hom's Inc..
a Southfield firm, have been resolved
with the filing of a stipulation and
]udgemenl in Michigan Federal Dis-

ict Court.
Wnlhoul admitting any liability. the

company agreed to a judgment issued
by Judge Philip Pratt enjoining Van
Homn's from future violations of the
act. The firm also agreed to pay $6.000
in back wages to 63 employees without
admitting any violation of the act.

Legal action followed an
investigation of the business by the
labor department.

Deans lists name students

Brenda L. Collins of Southfield has
_been named to the dean’s list at
Schoolcraft College in Livonia.

Hillsdale College in Hillsdale has
named the following Southfield stu-
dents to the fall semester dean’s list:
Midmel R. Adams. son of Mr. and

Mrs. Donald Adams: Randall A.
Edwards son of Mr. and Mrs. Edgar
Edwards; Jeanne E. and Jerold W.
Scarpone daughter and son of Mr. and
Mrs. M. Gene Scarpone and Scott P.
Stone son of Mr. and Mrs. Raleigh
~Stone.

He starts a courtroom sketch with
the person’s face after studying the
person’s actions for a few minutes to
pick up habits or peculiarities and
often finishes a sketch from memory.

He recalled one assignment in which
he gave his sketches to a motorcycle
messenger to take to the airport. When
he reached his home. he called to see
if the sketches had arrived at the
airport.

“YOU'LL NEVER believe what hap-
pened,” he said. The cylinder contain-
ing the sketches was given to a passen-
ger with a boarding pass who took
them with the understanding that he
would be met by someone in Chicago
who would take them.

nursing

Sue Melekian of Franklin and Julie
Jagitsch of Southfield are two nursing
students at Madomna College who are
proceedmg at their own pace in their

Bom seniors are finding new audio-
visual learning devices, recently
installed in the College Health Instruc-
tion Center, useful tools to review for
final exams and to prepare for state
boards which they face in June.

‘The Health Instruction Center, being
developed through a federal grant of
more than $234,612 awarded for three
years, allows Madorma students to
work indpendently on instructional
units prepared on filmstrips, slides
and cassette recordings.

Mrs. Patricia Vint, who has mas-
ter's degrees in media and educational
administration, is director of the cen-
ter. She coordinates the work of
approximately 20 persons in the prepa-
ration or purchase of audio-visual
materials.

The center is housed in three rooms
adapted to use a variety of equipment.
The Cordless Room contains more
than 60 pieces of equipment. It's
broadcasting system serves as a view-
ing room for filmstrips and slides.

Up to 16 students can view four dif-
ferent instructional programs simulta-

Before the plane took off, the pas-
senger told the pilot someone had
given him a bomb. The pilot took the
cylinder, threw it out the cockpit win-
dow and it was never seen again.

The security surrounding a major
trial can become a “dull, boring rou-
tine in a long trial,” Lignante said. He
often looks for the light side of a trial
in his sketches because the trials
themselves are “‘so weighty.”

He told of 2 case he refers to as the
“pie in the face case.” An enlisted
Navy man threw a pie in an officer’s
face and was being ial

“The defense attorney called Soupy
Sales as a witness to testify that pie
throwing is not so bad a thing,” Lig-
nante said. “‘But he said the Navy man
made one mistake. He threw a choco-
late cream pie, and it stains like hell.”

The sailor was sentenced to six
months in the brig and received a dis-
honorable discharge.

THE MANSON trial affected him
the most, Lignante said.

students

neously without disturbing each other.

Under the terms of the grant, the
instructors first determine if there are
tapes commercially produced on the
subject they are looking for. In most
cases there are. When they are not,
the faculty and Mrs. Vint work closely
wirth Madonna's own television studio
to madke audiovisual tapes, trans-
parencies and slides.

The Carrel Room provides 24 study
carrels with headphones, equipped for
mobile cassette player-records or tele-
vision receivers. The carrels are
designed for using tapes and films
together.

The third room serves as the Cen-
ter’s library and houses more than
100,000 pieces of material for modules.
The modules owline the course of
study, tapes and films to be used for
reading assignments.

Adjacent to the center is a demon-
stration laboratory, designed and
equipped to serve as 2 mini-hespital.
Here nursing, emergency medical
technicians and allied health students,
learn, and are tested on basic patient
procedures prior to assignments in
hospitals, clinics, laborateries and
emergency medical teams.

The center is open 75 hours each
week.
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‘But he said the Navy man made one mis-
. take. He threw a chocolate cream pie, and it

stains’like hell.’

“It had all the ingredients that ever
could have been conceived by 2 crea-
tive writer—and then some.”

‘The trial lasted for nine months, and

i e was in court every day. He
said it was fascinating and he felt
privileged to cover it.

parents and other family mem-
bers of defendants are good drawing
m:a;eﬁal and often are pathetic, he
sad,

A sidelight of the Manson trial that
Lignante does not remember reading
in news accounts concerned three of
Manson's family who often appeared
in court wearing robes that had been
brought to them by persons outside.

The three often were known to be
high on something, but no one could
determine what. The capes had been
dipped in LSD, which was not detected
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when they had dried. They would suck
on the robes and release the LSD.

THE TRIAL of Lynette (Squeaky)
Fromme was one of the best from an
artist's point of view, he said, and the

Hearst trial was one of the toughest.

The trial lasted for 39 days, and Lig-
nante’s sketches were on the television

days.

A ban on photographers in court-
rooms dates back to the Bruno Haupt-
mann trial following the kidnapping of
Charles Lindbergh's baby son, Lig-
nante said.

Florida recently began a one-year
experiment allowing cameras in court-
rooms under certain circumstances,
but ugnanle dous that it will change
an;

“And 1! Florida goes, the rest of the
country may not follow,” he said.
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Farwell Hair Designs and Clinic Inc. Are proud to 'announce that as of Jum
1977 we are the first and only Distributors of Pre-Made Prosthatic Hair Replace-
ment in the State of Michigan.

We are also proud to announce that as of September 1977 we are the first and
only State approved provider for medical hair replacement in the U.S. As a
result the Stale of Michigan Medicald program and many health fnsurance
Companies also recognize our service and will pay claims submitted if Farwel)
Hair Designs and Clinic, Inc. renders the service. To our knowledge, to date, we
are still the only clinlc in the United States with this recognition.
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* Ideg! for women
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