s

‘Bowser
.Prepares fo

He Is Going to
' Build a Fort .

d T shall work around home
until it & finished. I shal butld a fort
to protect this|bpen space. It won't
be & fort after lL It will be a breast-
work facing tha street, and on this will
be mounted cannon and quick-firlng
guns, and, when the hour of peril
comes, I will be found behind it with a
rifle In my hand and; ﬂ‘ or six flags
fiyibg deﬂant.”" .

“Haven't. you  planned ! n pre‘ty blg
thing?" asked Mra. Bowsex, 1n doubtful
tones. Cod

“Yes, it 13 g pretty B
I can carry it out” was the reply.
“The 'k will be nade of sand

g thing, but

Copyright, 1917, "Q’ the McClure Nowapa~
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Mr. Bowser had come home looking
sery solemn and earnest.

1t was when they had - finished thelr
meal and gone upstalrs and he bad
smoked half a clgar that he began pac-
ing up &nd down and finrlly explalned:

“Mrs.: Bowser,”. he began, “do you
kpow that'I am almost a criminal?”

“Have you almost kliiled some one¥”
she queried.

“Worse than that. If yon ceuld kiek
higher than a toestring T should ask
yon to kick me. all around this’ room.

““r'it Be Found Behind It”

? bave done & reprehensible, it not a
crimingl thing. For weeks and weeks
1 have exposed your life to danger.”

“Dg you mean that the gas n!gter
may blow up, Mr. Bowsef

“No, 'ma'am: 1 menan that nll this
howling about war and unprepared-
ness has been pussed by me,:and I
2m today as helpless as B infant, The
Tolted States was notsprepured for
war, and Samuel Bowser:is not.”
‘“But- what could you do, dear?”
asked Mrs, Bowser. i

“wwell, 'T will go over the case for
a'minote] If the Germahs land troops
here they will naturally land at [Fritz's
dock., He Is & German, you knop, and
he will Have seat.word, to them that
thnz cgn (lend ot his dock and he will

e po| charge. Six or eight) thou-

snnd troops will land nnd march right
up 'Joy street uatll -they come to the
corner- of ours. ‘There ithey will halt
unul thé general fo command asks
where 1 ll\'e They will scare some boy

bags, and 1 must ‘see a contractor the
very first thing in the morning. I must
also go to army headquarters and see
sbout cannon, quick-firing guns, rifles
snd ammunition. Not until that breast-
work ln]nnlshed and ready for busi-
pess, shall 1 draw a long|breath of re-
lef. at are you getting out pencil
and paper for?|

“Oh, just to Pgure 1 little,” was the
reply. “We wlnt to see how much it's
golng to cost lc ‘win the glorious vic-
tory of the Germans and gave our lives,
Now, then, how many md bags will
you use?” :

- “About 200, and each haz will welgh
200 pounds. I don t see any use in fig-
uring”

"Well it woq'( do nny ‘hort, Mr. Bow-
ser.: You get:a contractor. He has
got to buy 200 stout bags, and hava
them filled, and drawn, here on his
truck and delivered. I don't belleve you
can get them at. less’ umn two dollars
a bag. They may have to be drawn a
great distance, don't you|see?"

“Then,” continued Mrs. Bowser, “you
must have at least cne fuan to assist
you In placiog the bags, and you can
count op three hiard days’ work—may-
be weeks. YoF must add all this Into
the expense, aid you Will probubly
have twWo csnnnn What do cannons
cost apjece, Mr. Bowser?”

“As I told you -this figuring is all
bosh,” mlklly replied Mr. Bowser.

“I dan't belleve you tmn get them
for less'than ench, hind you pever
loaded por ﬂred a cannop in your life,
It looks to me; a8 if you would have to
hire an artillery. comperiy. And Y'read
In the jpaper jthat a qulck-firing guo
cost $230. : Yop will want two of them,
and: abgut 10 rifles at $10 apiece.”

"Arelyou done?” sulklly. demanded
Mr. Bowser, a3 Mrs. Bowser stopped to
wet her nencll on her tongue.

“Just a mioute, Mr. Bowser.” There
1s the ammunition for all of these arms
—that is golof to cost & pretty peany.
There I3 no Goubt but [that you will
killjat least ﬂ {housand| Germans, but
let us see how much'§t ¥ill cost you a
heag.” | N

“We won't seq nnythln
shouted Mr, Bows
Ing|aheadjand butld thg
‘hour bétore n
start ott on &'V
Tleave me [here

that
ust a word, Mr. Bowser.' If, when
the | Germans, rome and. before they.
have dnwn down the gates, you asked

‘hals T,

t fort, and an

sit to-your mother and
alodE,

the commlndgr to step lmﬂde and see

nto polnting out onr house and they
w11l ‘pome down here with a rush, Do
-you sbe it, Mrs. Bowser?”

| “Hardly," she. replied, “what should
they want of you?"

' “Why, 1 have defied them tooth
and toenail for the last year. Now, |
then!; our house stands almost on
the west line of-our lot. On the east
side, there Is an open space of 30 feet.
Then are gates by which a coal cart
cﬂn ¢ome in at the front and dellver
the coal, and go out of the alley gate
in rear. Is this open space defended?”
| “Wny, does it nged any defense, Mr.
BOWM 7

| “1f the Germans come you will see. |

They wlll tear nwny the front gate in
a jiffy, and pour in and have the
houge surrounded in sixty seconds. You
knoj what that means. I am repre-
hentible and almost. crjminal because
1 d'd not see this thing long: ago and
prepare for it. Mrs. Bowser, 1 ought
to be sent to 1nﬂ !or two or- three
daysi”.

“But now, thlt wn @ 1t at last you
aré going to prepam. are you?' was

“ghall Perish Defending Trat Breastwork."":

what fort, of;a trap you had arranged
for them, wouldo't theyjsurrender to a
man und permit you to march them off|
to the} police btatlon?" |

“Woman, don't'talk to me. I mever
should have talted to yon about this.
Not | wurd. :This comes of my taking
you int nﬂdenev_ We will say)|
Do mdee nbeétit o
'usbwnnt 0" hsk '
(sald nn Bowser.
il 1'.{ gward
ry yoil, 8l potnt
‘bétween your b
ley will!be all o
ught the Germans m

tey bhd take you
uldo’t ﬁre a gun

gave

Aéet; [an
ﬂnu

one tiioré ques-|
“Your breast-

tbat way. The|
reastwork and
en, Have you|

n'thie rear, and
t,them?”

An vl!o

e himn and Qa!d -

me. old nwvlng along,

ot tb nle i who 1a afrald

home and face bis wife, but yoy

 arayud the streets. Go home

eg her pardon, and tell her you'll
n'.

the ‘query.
' “T'am gdng rlghtrlt‘n

I
of the kind " (|,
“1 am go-

come you can |

T .!'hall perish n

the street. Your,

t Eome down|

- Jumped to]

it R ‘wbrd he' lett]
r'XnJ!l'..nm'l & milg
-—mu- agalnst
stopped]

5

R mal
o‘ the younger 'set.

ifo.
Fouth

2
g

-
2oy 3-8 n

eftb

13

“green satin

Every girl Is. entitled to her share ofi
khe little joys|of youth, and ul e
bing dress, means much in her| oung,
evening dress tor Lhe
! {8, or at least seems, ﬂmpl
dy v.nnts to see “the
ind him” sit down in dull o
cause hér lad has gone| to the

own-hearted, she must
nd nothing.
more mnn ber share o] pretty
Beslden the wheels 4t busl-
ust be kept golng.
ovely danclng frock ah wa In
ture la; warranted to conmln
that miight be better nsed by
French and Belglnnx.
nnly a gncefully draped sklrx of

Ammugh the evening dress—pure
koid| simple—(“stmple” with
fon, mark) 1s more, or less banished;
the wardrobe of youDg: njatrons
urer women, It is still ﬂ]lOWed'

ques-;

firl hel

lll heart-

under a bodice of

xreen spangles and malines. E‘mm the
right 'shoulder a long scarf of fause 1s

ey

Evening Frocks for the You!

shown, ha:
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or at any

poses to s!

this brilll

The skir]
cade over
.| at the bo

18 of net
aquk
intd| polni

of light gt
v\ell with

thl! is a

and

and

hardl;
is therefore

ger S:et.

giog to the floor. It !s fn-
e wrapped about the shoul-
ms when Its wearer dances,
ther time, except when she
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ESUS AT WORK.
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of study
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oW to ng sisters how
nt frock is made.

‘is drdped In folds that cas-
he hips and hangs {n pofuts
om.. {fhe glittering bodice
crusted with small green se-
It 1s extended
end tn a tassel over
ported by two narroy
atin ofer each shoulder.

ted skirt allows a2 glimpse
oy sllk hose that match up
sllver slippers. Altogether
ery brilliant affalr, which
be classed as magnlﬂcent
the sort of frock tor

]

i

‘that
d sup!

t:

the|
out

young
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{rl, It does not require tite
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So much
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the left IA made, for thé hardest
of tan-colored gingham with'a
tripe. Its business Is to be strobg
and ‘easy to|launder and as! little jo
ny ot its small wearer ds a dress

Dl
at t.\m h‘ant with pearl buttons, Its el

" For Every Day and
I Thrlﬂy mothers who takd advas-
tnxa ot winter dnys Bpent, Inf
prepm'e for summer, ' days spent out-of-
doar;s will welcome ithese’ spr!
els in everyday uummer dresses " fqr
mue girls. They are made of
rellnble and familiar cotton gqods-that
hnve uude a place lor themseives that
otlilng seems able to usurp.

herself to indulgence in lt. i

ters and
son ,ext

a small

eral Serig
The first 6lx months of thil
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e ‘Lesson for Today.
Man of ths Unclean| Spirit
Jesus was teaching in the
and the results were far

different
Nazaretb
always,

&b

hence the
uod-sent

thority,
Gad.”

power over spiritu
B

krom those fn Caperngum or |
(Seo Luke 4:18-30.) {But as
avil is prebent with gopd, and
'Wwhys - recognlzes true| plety,
se presen b
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should sl
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wi loved omes. Here Is an

mon today in China und éther,
jands, The terror of {his de-’
he words|of Christ mpy sug-
evil men will feel when
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coming
people
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himgelf so felt that thy
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r'a Mother-in-Law (v
npxt scene we have on:
whereln Jesus manlfeg
er physical or bodily,
Thrigt was ablding W

of the
ted his
1llness.
ith his
example

n 'the part of Christ of how td do per-
sonnl wark.” Also an examplé nnd ‘g
that service IS a testitony
of ““The fact that {his one
+as healpd and that she began) at once
tp |serve| Is also a testimony| to ‘the
pet of t; cure. There was sickness
in | that (home, not “error off mortdl
mind,” apd they did what wap best—
Hrought theisick one to Jesus| Again
1n [verse 80 is this keyword of Mark's
i Gospel, |“straightway.” - Jesus could
boj sleefes, are -fnishe@ with plaln |Heal.at 4 distance (John 4:50583), but
cufts of White ique and a white pighie | Bel liked| to. come stralght upj to the
collar helps (nlmnke this little frock ﬁ.lctedJong. Notice he toold her by
dainty apd - fresh looking, when [it | the hend This, too, I a lesso; for: us.
Bt4rts on (its:lively career 1o the morn- | The gosgel ot & handclasp is tuo oftep
ing of a|summer day. . The 5: hand”
The frdok at the right ‘has ambltion | feliglon ) is much needed |in . our
of its own as|a model to be chosen today. Notice he als¢
when thq littld miss 1a “dressed up.” }wr up.”| People need to he Htted t
Ttiwiil o} need|tubbiog as often as the | 125 It| is not enough to command
play dresp, and| has considerable more 4&“—‘“ to [rise; we must also help them
work involved |in Its making. It |ts |to]arise.) Then it wag that “the fever
of yelloW, pink or blue plain cham. | fleft hery” iSickness, as wel] as de-
bray, wifh a’ §mocked” and scalloped | [TPDS. sgve way before the Tard.
yoke.. The: 8 [The scene of fhis day
with g in black and white ||CY¥- S2-35) i remarkable and [presents
cotton anid this| looks. well with any of [0 vivid [ad besutiful picture.. “At.
the colomm chogen for the- frock, |t |[€7E0 when the sun did zet” (v.|32) they
ha_s a fafey collar of white pique with |jbrought hinto him “all” that yere dis-
mhs tastened down by large pearl bnt. eased. While all were gathered at the
tons sewed [oh with black thredd. |d¢or. Do) ‘all were healed, for] the rec-
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tance [o the warld of \l e folks., They “hed (had a wonderful| Sabbath
i doy. ‘They bhad seen proof
v 4 gm 5 power of the Master.
! |
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TWO DOLLAR WHEAT

| This Price Will Hold For Some

Years.

' A well,advised commercial authority.
glves it as his oplafon; “as a slow
descent may be counted on in the
prices for grain when. the war ends—
It moy take severnl years to restore
the Wworld's stock of foodstuffs to nor-
mal—there is good ground for confi-
dence 1n the outlook for rapld devel-
opmentin agricutture.”

It this be. correct, it follows that
the profession of farming will mate-
rially locresse its runks in the next
few years.

‘Today, the price of wheat is set by
the United States government at $2.20
‘per bughel, and In Canada the price
has been set at §2.21. This, of course,
1s less frelght und handling charges
which brings the average to the farm- -
.ers at about $2,00 per bushel. This
price will pay so long as land, mate-
rlal and lebor can be secured at rea-
sonable “prlces, | It remains for the
would-be producer to ascertain where
he can secure these at prices that will
make the produption of graln, profit-
able. He will edtimate what price he
can afford to pay|for land that will give
him a yleld of wheat which when sold
at $2.00 per bushel, will return him a
fair, profit. Local and social condl-
tions wiil also enter iato the considera-
tion. Finding what he wants he would
| be wise to make his purchase mow.
Land prices in-Bome portions of the
country ‘are low' certhinly as low 88
dhey will ever be. City property and
to¥n property will fluctuate, but farm
property will hold Its own, The price
of grain Is as low as It will be for
some years. . Therefore it would be
‘well to look about, and find what can
be done. i

There are doubtless many opportu-
nities in the United States, especlally
in the We.s(em States, to purchase
good agrleultural lands, that will pro-
.duce well, at reasonable prices. If the
Would-be buser-hus the time fo fnves-
tigate, and that¥s needed, for these
lands do not exist In any considerable
areq, he ‘would|be well repaid. Not
only will his 1anQ certainly increase In
value—the uneafmed increment would
be an asset—while under cultivation he
cup’ find nothing that ‘Wil give better
results. He will at the same tihe be *
performing & patrioti¢ act, a needful
act,-one that would meet with the food
controller's plea to increase agricul-
tural productidn and-assist in reducing
‘the deficit of 75 million busbels of
whéat reported by the controller.

In nddition to the vacant Jands in
the  United States which should be
brought under’| cultlvation, Western .
Canada offers today the greatest arey
of just the land that is required, and
at low prices—prices that csnnot last
long. Even now land prices are in-
cressing, 88 their value is daily becom-
ing more apparent, and their.location
desirable.

As 10 the intrinsic ¥alue of land in
‘Western Canada, hundreds of concretg
cages could be clted, which go to
fifty and stxty dollars
per_dere—figures that have recently
been pald for improved farms—the
crops grown on|them gave a profit of
from twenty to| thirty per cemt and
even 'higher, on such en jovesmment.
One instance, lq that of & young Eng-
lishman, unaccystomed to farming be-
fore he:took His seat on the sulky
plow with which he does most of his
work, after uum\lng ‘himself $1,000 for
his own wnges last year, made a profit
of §2,200 on a $20,000 investment. His
total sales amounted to $5/ 700 ond his
expense, which included the Sl 000
wages for himself, was $3,500. ° The
Interest was 11% per cent,

To the man ;who does not care to
buy or who has not the means to pur-
hase, but pa<ses5es weaith In his own

hhrdihood. his muscle, and determina-
tion, there ‘are ithe thousands of free
homesteads of which he may have th
pick on paying an entry fee of teq
dollars. Thesé are high class Innds
and adapted to all kinds of farming.
Send to your nearest Capadian Govi
ernment Agent for liternture, descrip-
tive of the splendld opportunities that
are still open in Western Canadu. Adv.
War ‘Saves Teeth.

That “national decay™ had set in for
many yenrs before the war is widenl- .
able, says an puthority on nationat life,
XNatlonally, our teeth, our -halr. our
eyes, were “going.” We were Lecom-
ing a toothless, baldheaded, bespecta-

cled race.

‘War bread will, owing to the great- ¢
er mastieation that its ingredients and *
1ts.staleness require, save the teeth of
thqusands of the younger generation.

Richard Grady of the United States
Naval academy, in u lecture at For-
sythe infirmary In Boston, said:

“Without good tecth there vannot be
thorough mastication.

“Without thorough masticatlon, - di-
gesuun, there cmmnt be propvr assiml-

ufion
“Without proper fssimilatioa there
cabnot be nutriton. .
*Without nuh’lﬁon there mnnol be
henlth.
“Without henllh what s life?
"Hem:e the ‘pnnmzonnt tmportance
Lof'the teeth” !

—_
Homicidal Language on Rifie Range.

‘Offieer—"Have you anyone elre to
shoot} sergeant?’ Sergeant—*No, sir,
'l shoot myself now."—Exehange.

e

Holher——«"Al!d why dld yon put this
frog in sister’s bag?” Son—*1 tried to-.
find a mud turtle and couldn't.”

_
It doesn't pay o ounko & Woman.

vhose enly nsset 1a & gift of gob.
| ;



